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A MONGST other Severities I have met 
with from Tome Criticks, the cruelleft for 
an old Man is, that they will not let me be at 
quiet in my Bed, but purfue me to my very 
Dreams. I muft not dream but when they 
pleafe, nor upon long continued Subje&s, how- 
ever vifionary in their own Natures ; becaufe 
there is a manifeft Moral quite through them, 
which to produce as a Dream is improbable 
and unnatural. The Pain I might have had 
from this Objection is prevented, by confidering 
they have miffed another, againft which I fhould < 

, ‘ \ , i 

* N. B. The two following Tatlers are not'- 
in the Volumes pnblifbed by Sir Richard Steele. 

VOL', XI. B have . 

. * 
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— Laceratque , trahitque 

Molle pecus Virg. 
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have been at a Loft to defend myfelf. They 
might have a Iked hie, whether the Dreams I 
publifii can properly be called Lucubrations , 
which is the Name I have given to all my Pa- 
pers,, whether in Volumes or Half-Sheets : So 
manifeft a Cor. trad i&ion in ter minis, that I 
wonder no Sop-biller ever thought cf it. Rut. 
the other is a Cavil. I remember when I was 
a Boy at School, I have often dreamed out the 
whole Paflages of a Day ; that I rode a Jour- 
ney, baited, {upped, went to Bed, and rofe next 
Morning i And I have known young Ladies 
who could dream a whole Contexture of Ad- 
ventures in one Night, large enough to make a 
Novel. In Youth the Imagination is ftrong, 
not mixed with Cares, nor tinged with thole- 
PaHioirs that moll dilturb and confound* it ; 
fuch as Avarice, Ambition, and many others. 
Now, as old Men are laid to grow Children 
again, fo in this Article of Dreaming I am re* 
turned to my Childhood. My Imagination is 
at full Eafe, without Care, Avarice, or Ambi- 
tion to clog it j by which , among many others, 
I have this Advantage of doubling the fmall 
Remainder of my Time, and living four and 
twenty Hours in the Day. However, the 
Dream I am going now to relate is as wild as 
can well he imagined, and adapted to pieafe thefe 
Refiners upon Sleep, without any Moral that I 
can difeever. 

* ‘ It happened that my Maid left cn the Ta- 
(< hie in my Bed-chamber one of hoi* Story- 

books (as file calls th:m) which I took up, 
«* u and 
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44 and found full of ftrange Impertinence, fitted 
44 to her Talk and Condition ; of poor Servants 
“ who came to he Ladies, and Serving Men rf 
44 lonjo Degree who married Kings Daughters. 
44 Among other Things, I met this fage Ob- 
4i fervation, That a Lion would never hurt a 
“ time Virgin. With this Medley of Nonlenfe 
4t in my Fancy I went vo Bed, and dreamed 
4t that a Friend waked me in the Morning, 
44 and propofed for Paftime to (pend a few 
41 Hours in feeing the Parifli Lions, which he 
41 had not done nnce he came to Town j ail'd 
41 becaufe they /hewed them but once a Week, 
4 4 he would' not mi fs the Opportunity. I laid 
44 I would humour him ; although, to fpeak 
4 4 the Truth, I was not fend of thofc ciufel 
f# Spectacles 5 and if it were not fb ancient a 
44 Cuftom, founded, as I had heard, upon the 
** vvifeft Maxims, I fhould he apt to cenlufe 
44 the Inhumanity of thfbfe who introduced it." 
All this will be a Riddle to the waking Readet, 
until I difeover the Scene my Imagination had 
formed'upon dlie ‘Maxim, That a Lion would 
■never hurt a ti tie Virgin. 44 I dreamed, that 
44 by a Law of immemorial Time, a He Lion 
44 was kept in every Parifli at the common 
44 Charge, and in a Place provided, adjoining 
44 to the Church-yard ; that before any one of 
44 the Fair Sex was married, if flie affirmed 
44 herfelf to be a Virgin, (he muff, ‘on her 
44 Wedding-Da)', and in her Wedding Cloaths, 
44 perform the Ceremony of going alone into 
44 the Den, and ftav an Hour with the Liov. let 

B a “ ioQ& 
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4< loofc and kept felling four and twenty Hours 
“ on purpofe. At a proper Height above the 
** Den were convenient Galleries for the Rela- 
tions and Friends of the young Couple, and 
“ open to all Spectators. No Maiden was 
** forced to offer herfelf to the Lion j but if Ihc 
<c refilled, it was a Difgrace to marry her, and 
11 every one might have Liberty of calling her 
“a Whore. And methought it was as ufual 
“ a Diverfion to fee the Parilh Lions, as with 
* c us to go to a Play or an Opera. And it 
* i was reckoned convenient to be near the 
“ Church, either for marrying the Virgin, if 
“ Ihe efcaped the Trial, or for burying her 
11 Bones when the Lion had devoured the reft, 
f< as he conftantly did.” 

To go on therefore with the Dream : c< We 
“ called firft (as I remember) to fee St. Dun- 
ft fian'% Lion ; but we were told they did not 
Ihcw To-day. From thence we went to that 
* f of Convent-Garden^ which, to my great Sur- 
prize, we found as lean as a Skeleton, when 
“ I expefted quite the contrary j but the Keep- 
“ er faid it was no Wonder at all, becaufe the 
4£ poor Bead had not got an Ounce of Woman's 
Flefh fince he came into the Parifh. This 
(i amazed me more than the other, and I was 
<c forming to myfelf a mighty Veneration for 
the Ladies in that Quarter of the Town j 
(t when the Keeper went on, and faid he won- 
“ dcred the Parilh would be at the Charge of 
•* maintaining a Lion for nothing. Friend 
(laid 1) do you call it nothing to iuftify the 

; “ Virtue * 
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“ Virtue of fo many Ladies 5 or hath your Li- 
“ on loft hisdiftinguilhing Faculty ? Can there 
* l be any thing more for the Honour of your 
** Parifh, than that a If the Ladies married rn 
ft your Church were pure Virgins ? Thatistrue 
• (fatd he) and the Doctor knows it to his Sor- 
(s row ; t©r there hath not been a Couple mar- 
~ ti ried in our Church fmee his Worship came 
amongft us. The Virgins hereabouts are 
t: too wile to venture the Claws ol the Lion ; 
M and, becaule nobody will marry them, have 
M all entered into a Vow of Virginity 5 :b that 
“ iu Proportion we have much the largeft Xun-* 
tc nery in the whole Town. This manner of 
ct Ladies entering into a Vow of Virgbuty , 
becaufe they were not Virgins, 1 eafily con- 
x * ceived*; and my Dream told me that the 
tc whole Kingdom was full of Nunneries pien- 
X( til’uily ftocked from the lame Realbn. 

Xi We went to fee another Lien, where we 
4t found much Company met in the Gallery. 
f * The Keeper told us wc fhoukl fee Sport 
4t enough, as he called it ; and in a little time 
4t we law a young beautiful Lady put into the 
41 Den, who walked up towards the Lion with 
Xi all' imaginable Security in her Countenance, 
and looked fmiling upon her Lover and 
4{ Friends in the Gallery ; which I thought 
t: nothing extraordinary, becaufe it was never 
“ known that any Lion had been miftaken. 
•** But however, v/e were all disappointed $ 

“ for the Lion lil ted up his right Paw, which 
■** was the fatal Sign, and- advaaaciLg forward , 
E j I'eiicd 
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<c feizedherby the Arm, and began to tear 
11 it. The poor Lady gave a terrible Shriek, 
lt and cried out, The Lion is juft, I am no Fir- 
<e gin ! Ob ! Sappho , Sappho ! She could fay no 
“ more, for the Lion gave her the Coup de 
“ Grace , by a Squeeze in the Throat, and fhe 
“ expired at his Feet. The Keeper dragged 
away her Body to feed the Animal after the 
“ Company Ihould be gone j for the Parifli 
“ Lions never ufed to eat in publick. After 
€t a little Paufe, another Lady came on toward 
* ( the Lion in the fame Manner as the former. 
*** We obferved the Bead fmell her with great 
* e Diligence. He fcratched both her Hands 
€i with lifting them to his Nofe, and 
laying one of his Claws on her Bofom drew 
“ Blood ; however he let her go, and at the 
<( fame time turned from her with a Sort of , 
“ Contempt, at which Ihe was not a little 
“ mortified, and retired with feme Confufion 
“ to her Friends in the Gallery. Methought 
fC the whole Company immediately underftood 
“ the Meaning of this $ that the Eafinefs of 
€t the Lady had fuffered her to admit certain 
imprudent and dangerous Familiarities, bor- 
** dering too much upon what is criminal j 
€i neither was it fure whether the Lover then 
** prefent had not fome Sharers with him in 
thofe Freedoms, of which a Lady can never 
“ be too fparing. 

“ This happened to be an extraordinary 
et Day ; for a third Lady came into the Den, 
#t laughing loud, playing with her Fan, tolling 

<f her 

* **■ » 
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“ her Head, and finding round on the young 
“ Fellows in the Gallery. However the Lion 
“ leaped on her with great Fury, and we gave 
tc her for gone ; but on a fudden he let go his 
“ Hold, and turned from her as if he were 
naufeated, . then gave her a Lafh with his 
* “ Tail } after which fhe returned to the Gal- 
iC lery, not the leaft out of' Countenance ; 
“ And this, it feems, was the ufual Treat- 
y ment of Coquets. 

“ I thought we had feen enough, but my 
“ Friend would needs have us go and vifit one 
“ or two Lions in the City. We called at 
“• two or three Dens where they happened not 
“ to (hew i but we generally found half a Score 
“ young Girls, between eight and eleven 
tc Years old, playing with each Lion, fitting 
“ on his Back, and putting their Hands into 
“ his Mouth : fome of them would now and 
“ then get a Scratch, but we always difeover- 
“ ed, upon examining, that they had been 
“ h°ydening with the young Apprentices. 
“ One of them was calling to a pretty Girl 
“ about twelve Years old, who Hood by us in 
il the Gallery, to come down to the Lion, and 
“ upon her Refufal, faid, Ah ! Mifs Betty, 
fi nve could newer get you to come near the Lion , 
“ fmee you played at Hoop and Hide with my 
u Brother in the Garret. 

“ We followed a Couple, with the Wed- 
“ ding Folks, going to the Church of St. Mary 
i( Ax. The Lady, although well ftrickcn in 
Years, extremely crooked and deformed, 

** was 
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'* i was di effing cut beyond the Gaiety of fifteen, 
HC having jumbled together, as I imagined, all 
the tawdry Remains of Aunts, God-mo- 
w thers, and Grand- mothers for feme Gencra- 
* c tions pad. One of the Neighbours whifpered 
* c me that lhe was an old Maid, and had the 
H< cleared Reputation of any in the Pariffi. 
** There is nothing ftrange in that, thought I, 
%i but was much lurprized when I obferved af- 
terwards that lhe went toward the Lion with 
' <i Didrud and Concern. The Bead was lying 
ftt down ; but upon Sight of her fnuffed up his 
te Nole two or three times, and then, giving 
* c the Sign of Death, proceeded indantly to 
4< Execution. In the Midd of her Agonies lhe 
* ( was heard to name the Words Italy and Ar- 
tifices , with the utmoft Horror, and fcveral 
repeated Execrations 5 and at lalbconcluced, 
* { Fool'tbat I was to put fo much Confidence r/t 
*** the t Toughnefs of my Skin ! 

' 44 The Keeper immediately fet all in Order 
l * e again for another Cudomer, which happened 
** to be a famous Prude, whom her Parents, 
** 4 after longThreatnings and much Perffiafion, 
had, with the extremed Difficulty, prevailed 
on to accept a young handlbme Coldlrnith, 
who might have pretended to five times her 
<c Fortune. The fathers and Mothers in the 
Neighbourhood uled to quote her for an 
* 4 Example to their Daughters j her Elbows 
• * 4 were rivetted to her Sides, and her whole 
* 4 .Perron lo ordered as to inform every* body 
41 that lire was afraid they Ihould touch her. 

a, “ She 
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“ She only dreaded to approach the Lion be- 
tc caufe it was a He one, and abhorred to think 
11 a Male Animal fhould prefume to breathe 
<c on her. The Sight of a Man at twenty 
“ Yards Di ftance made lief draw hack her 
“ Head. She always fat upon the farther 
“ Conifer of the Chair, although there were 
“ fix Chairs between her and her Lover, and 
“ with the Door wide open, and her little Sifter 
“ in the Room. She was never faluted but at, 
‘ ‘ the Tip of her Ear j and her Father had much 
“ ado to make her dine without her Gloves 
tc when there was a Man at Table. She en- 
“ tered the Den with fome Fear, which we 
“ took to proceed from the Height of her Mo- 
“ defty, offended at the Sight of fo many Men 
in the Gallery. The Lions beholding her 
“ at a Diftance, immediately gave the deadly 
“ Sign, at which the poor Creature (methinks 
“ I fee her ftill) mifearried in a Fright, before 
“ us all.. The Lion feemed to be as much 
** furprized as we, and gave her Time to make 
“ her ConfefTion ; That Jhe was five Months 
“ gone , by the Foreman of her Father's Shop ; 

** that this was her third big Belly : And when 
“ her Friends , afked, why (he would venture 
** the Trial ? die faid her Nurfe told her , that 
ct a Lion would never hurt a Woman with 
te Child." Upon this I immediately awaked, 
and could not help wifhing that the Deputy 
Cenfors of my late Inftitution were indued with 
the fame Inftinft as thefe Parifh Lions. 

No. 
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No. xx. From Saturday March 3 , to ’Tuejliay 
March 6, 1710. 

• higcmias dUiciJfe fideliter aries 

Emcllit mores, Ovid. 

• < 

From my own Apartment in Channel-row, 
March 5. 

J 4 

T HOSE inferior Duties of Life, which 
the French c?i II I. es petite* Morales, or the 
fmal’cr Morals, arc with us diftinjmifhedbv the 
T’ame of Good Manners or Breeding-. This 
- 1 look upon, in the general Notion of it, to be 
si Sort of artificial good Sen fe, adapted to the 
mear.eft Capacities ; and introduced to make 
Mankind eafy in their Commerce with each 
other.. Low and little Undeiikindings, with- 
ers Tome Rules cf this Kind, would be perpe- 
tually wandering into a thoulhnd Indecencies 
nnd Irregularities in Behaviour ; and in their 
ordinary Converlarion, fall into the fame boift - 
rous Famiharities that one obierves amongit 
them when a Debauch hath quite taken av.ay 
the Ufe of their Reafon. In other Inffances it 
is odd to confidcr, that, for want of ccmrocn 
Difcretion, the very End of Good Breeding is 
wholly perverted, and Civility, intended to 
make us eafy, is employed in laying Chains and 
Tetters upon us, in debarring us of our Wifhes, 
«nd in crofiing our raofi: reasonable Defu es and 

Inclinations. 
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Inclinations. This Abule reigns chiefly in the 
Country, as I found to my Vexation when I 
was laft there, in a Vifit I made to a Neighbour 
about two Miles from my Coufin. As loon as 
I entered the Parlour they put me into the 
great Chair that flood dole by a huge Fire, and 
kept me there by Force, until I was almofl 
ftifled. Then a Boy came in great hurry to 
pull off my Boots, which I in vain oppofed, 
urging that I mull return foon after Dinner. 
In the mean time the good Lady whifpered her 
eideft Daughter, and flipped a Key into her 
Hand ; the Girl returned inftantly with a Beer 
Glals half full of Aqua Mir ab tin and Syrup of 
Gilly-flcwers. I took as much as I had a 
mind for, but Madam vowed I Ihould drink it; 
off, (for (lie was fure it would do me good after 
coming out of the cold Air) and I was force cfc 
to obey, which abfolutely took away my Sto- 
mach. When Dinner came in I had a mind 
to lit at a Diftance from the Fire j but they told 
me it was as much as my Life was worth, and 
fet me with my Back juft againft it. Although 
my Appetite was quite gone, I reiolved to fcrce>- 
down as much as I could, and deflred the Leg- 
of a Pullet. “Indeed, Mr. IZicktrjipjf, (lay's- 
the Lady) “ you rnufl eat a Wing to oblige, 
me j” and fo put a Couple upon my Plate. I 
was perfeeuted at this rale during the whole 
Meal ; as often as I called for Small Beer the 
Mafter tipped the Wink, and the Servant 
brought me a Brimmer of Oftcber. Some time 
idler Dinner I ordered my Coufin’* Man, who 

• came- 
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came with me, to get ready theHorfes j but it 
was refolved I Ihouldnot liir that Night j and 
when I feemed pretty much bent upon going, 
they ordered the Stable Door to be locked, and 
the Children hid my Cloak and Boots. The 
next Queftion was, What would I have for 
Supper ? I laid, I never. eat any thing at Night: 
but was at laft, in my own Defence, obliged, 
to name the firft thing that came into my Head. 
After three Hours Ipent chiefly in Apologies 
lor my Entertainment, infinuating to me, 
“ That this was the word time of the Year 
<£ for Provifions ; that they were at a great 
“ Diflancefrom any Market j that they were 
“ afraid I fnouid be ftarved ; and that they 
il knew they kept me to my Lois 5” the Lady 
went, and left me to her Hulband (for they 
took fpecial Care I Ihould never be alone :) 
As loon as her Back was turned, the little Mif- 
les run backwards and forwards every Mo- 
ment, and conftantly as they came in or went 
out made a Courtefy direftfy at me, which in 
Good Manners I was forced to return with a 
Bow and Your bumble Servant , pretty Mi/s . 
Bxa£Uy at Eight the Mother came up, and dif- 
covered by the Rednefs of her Face, that Sup- 
per was not far off. It was twice as large as 
the Dinner, and my Perlecutien doubled in 
Proportion. I dciired at my ufual Hour to go 
to my Repofe, and was conduced to my Cham- 
ber by the Gentleman, his Lady, and the 
whole Train of Children. They importuned 
me to drink fdifccthing before I went to Bed j • 
* 3 * and 
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and, upon my refilling, at laft left a Bottle of 
Sti.igo, as they caiied it, lor fear I lhould 
wake and be thirfty in the Night. I was for- 
ce A in the Morning to rife 3nd drefs myfelf jn 
the Dark, becaule they would not fuft'er my 
Kdnfman's Servant to diftuib me at the Hour I 
defiied to be called. I was now reiolved to 
break through all Meafures to get away, and 
after fitting down to a manftrous Bieakfail of 
cold Beef, Mutton, Neats Tongues, Venifon 
Pally, and ftaieBeer, took leave of the Family. 
But the Gentleman would needs lee me Part of 
my Way, and carry me a fhort Cut through 
his own Grounds, which he told me would 
lave half a Mile's Riding. This laft Piece of 
Civiiity had like to have coil me dear, being 
once or twice in danger of my Neck by leaping 
over his Ditches, and at laft forced to alight 
in the Dirt, when .my Horfe, haying flipped 
his Bridle, ran away, and took us up more 
than an Hour to recover him again. 

It is evident that none of the Abfurdities I 
met with in this Vifit, proceeded from an ill 
Intention, but from a wrong Judgment of 
Complaiiance, and a Mifapplication in the 
Rules of it. I cannot fo eafily excufe the more 
refined Griticks upon Behaviour, who, having 
profefled no other Study, are vet infinitely de- 
febfive in the moft material Parts of it. Ned 
Yafbian hath been bred all his Life about Court, 
and underltands to 9. Tittle .all. .the Punflilios 
of a. Drawing-Room. He vilits moft of the 
£ne Women near St. James's, and upon every 
. VOL, XI. C Occaftoa 
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Occafion fays the civileft and fofteft things to 
them of any Man breathing. To Mr. Ifaac * 
he owes an eafy Slide in his Bow, and a grace- 
fill Manner of Coming into a Room : But in 
feme other Cafes he is very far from being a 
well-bred Perfon. He laughts at Men of far 
fuperiorUnderftanding to his own, for not be- 
ing as well dreffed as himfelf j defpifeth all 
his Acquaintance who are not of Quality, and 
in publick Places hath, on that Account, often 
avoided taking notice of fome among the belt 
Speakers of the Houle of Commons. Herail- 
eth llrenuoufly at both Univerfities before the 
Members of either : and is never heard to 
fwear an Oath, or break in upon Religion and 
Morality, except in the Company of Divines. 

On the other hand, a Man of right Senfe hath / 
all the Eflentials of Good Breeding, although 
he may be wanting in the Forms of it. Horatio 
hath ljpent moll of his Time at Oxford : He 
hath a great deal of Learning, an agreeable 
Wit, and as much Modefty as may lerve to 
adorn, without concealing his other good Qua- 
lities. In that retired Way of living he ieemeth 
to have formed a Notion of hnman Nature, as 
he hath found it delcribed in the Writings of 
the greatelt Men, not as he is likely to meet • . 
with it in the common Courfe of Life. Hence 
it is that he giveth no Offence, but converfetb 
with great Deference, Candor, and Humanity. 

His Bow, I mult confefs, is fomewhat auk ward, 

. « ' • . 

* A famous Dancing- Mafcr in tbofe Days. 

but 
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but then fie hath an extenfive, univerfal, and 
uneffe&ed Knowledge, which may perhaps a 
little excufe him. He would make no extraor- 
dinary Figure at a Ball, but I can allure the 
Ladies in his behalf, and for their own Conio- 
lation, that he has writ better Verfes on the 
Sex than any Man now living, and is prepar- 
ing fuch a Poem for the Prefs as will tranlmit 
their Praifes and his own to many Generations ► 



*No. ccxxx. Tburfday , September 28, 1710. 

From my own Apartment , September 27. 

T H E following Letter hath laid before me 
many great and manifeft Evils in the 
World of Letters, which I had overlooked ; 
but it opens to me a very bufy Scene, and it 

# The Letter to the Lord high Treafurer upon 
the fame SubfeSi with this Tatler, is printed in 
the jirji Volume of thefe Mifcellanies. It is faid 
that the Author writ fome other Tatlers and fe- 
vered Speflators, and furnijbed Hints for many 
more *, particularly The Tables of Fame, The 
Life and Adventures of a Shilling, The Ac- 
count of England by an Indian King* and fome 
others ; but , as we are informed , he would ne- 
ver tell his bed Friends the particular Papers 

Dublin E4. , 

C a will 
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will require no frnail Care and Application to 
amend Errors which are become io univetdal. 
The AfFetdaticn tof Politenels is expofed in this 
Epiftle with a great deal of Wit ami Ditcern- 
ment ; lo that, whatever Difcdurles I may fall 
into hereafter upon the Sftbjebts the Writer 
treats of, 1 lhalF at prelent lay the Mattel - be- 
fore the World, without the lealt Alteration 
from the Words of my Correlpondent. 

“ To Isaac Bickerstaff, Efq; 

“ Sir, 

“ THERE are fome Abufes among ns 
“ of great Conlequence, the Reformation of 
t{ which is properly ycur Province ; although, 
“ as far as I have been converfant in your Pa- 
“ pers; you have 1 not yet corrfideied them. 
“ Thefe are the deplorable Ignorance that for 
“ fome Years hath reigned among our Eng- 
“ lijh Writers, the great Depravity of our 
** Tafte, and the continual Corruption of our 
** Style. I fay nothing here of thofe who 
(t handle particular Sciences, Divinity, Law, 
<e Phyfic, and the like j I mean the Traders 
<c in Hiftory and Politicks, and the Belles Let - 
t( tree , together with thole by whom Books 
“ are not tranllated, but (as the common Ex- 
te preflions are) dcjie out of French, Latin , or 
“ other Languages, and made Erglijh . I can-* 
“ not but oblerve to you, that, until of late 
“ Years, a Grul-fireet Book was always 
“ bound in Sheep-lkin, with luitable Print 

“ and 
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“ and Paper, the Price never above a Shilling, 

“ and taken off wholly by common Trad ef- 
<f men or Country Pedlars ; but now they 
** appeared in all Sizes and Shapes, and in all 
t( Places ; they are handed about from Lapfulls 
“ in every Coffee-houfe to Perfons of Quali- 
“ ty 5 are (hewn in JVefminfter-Hall y - and the 
“ Court of Requejis ; you may fee them gilt 
** and in Royal Paper, of five or fix hundred 
Pages, and rated accordingly. I would en- 
te gage t0 furnilh you with a Catalogue of En- 
** gbjh Books, publilhed within the Compafs 
u of feven Years paft, which at the fir ft Hand 
“ would coftyou an hundred Pounds, wherein 
“ you (hall not be able to find ten Lines to- k 
tc gether of common Grammar or common 
t{ Senfe. 

Thefc two Evils, Ignorance and Want 
ofTafte, have produced a third, I mean the 
continual Corruption of our Englijh T ongue ; 

“ which, without fome timely Remedy, will 
** iuffer more by the falfe Refinements of twen- 
4t ty Years paft, than it hath been improved in 
“ the foregoing hundred. And this is what 
“I defign chiefly to enlarge upon, leaving 
“ the former Evils to your Animadverfion. ‘ 

“ But inftead of giving you a Lift of the late 
“ Refinements crept into our Language, T , 

“ here lend you the Copy of a Letter I receiv- 
“ ed fome time ago from a molt accomplilhed 
** Perfon in this Way of Writing, upon which 
“ I lhall make fome Remarks. It is in thefe 
“ Terms ; 

C3 ' SIR, 

* 

v • 
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• ... 

sir, ’ ; 

I Cou'dn't get the Things yen fait for all about. 

Town- I tho't to ha 1 c erne down myj elf ", 

and then I’d ha" bro’t um } but bant don’t, and 

l believe I can’t do’t, that's pozz Tom 

gins to g’irnfelf Airs, btcauj'e ha’s going with 

the Plenipo’s. 'Tis faul the French King twill 

bamboozelus agen, which caulcs many Specu- 
lations. The Jacks, and others of that Kidney 
are very uppilh and alert upon’t, as you may 
fee by their Phizz's— Will Hazard has got the 
Hipps, having loft to the Tune of fve butidr'd 
Round, tho’ he underfands Flay very well, no 
Body better. He has promis't me upon Rep tot 
leave cjf Play $ but you know ’ tis a Weaknefs . 
he’ 's two apt to give into, tho' he has as much 
Wit as any Man, no Body more : He has lain 
incog, ever Jince--- The Mob’s very quiet with 
us novo.--- I believe you tho't 1 banter'd you in 

try laft like a Country Put. / fiian’t leave • 

Town this Month , &c. 

44 This Letter is in eyery Point an adxnira- 
44 ble Pattern of the prefer.t polite Way of 
“ Writing ; nor is it of lefs Authority for be- - 
44 iug an Epillle You may gather every Flow- 
44 cr of it, with a Thcufand more of equal 
44 Sweetnefs, from the Books, Pamphlets, and 
44 fingle Papers, offered us every Day in the 
44 Coffce-hcufes. And the/e are the Beauties . . 
44 introduced to fupply the Want of Wit, 

44 Senfe, Humour and Learning, which for- 

44 merly 
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** merly were looked upon as Qualifications fot* 
“ a Writer. If a Man of Wit, who died 
“ Forty Years ago, were to rile from- the 
'* Grave cn Purpofe, how would he be able to 
“ read this Letter ? And after he had got thro’ 
4t that Difficulty, how would he be able to vn- 
“ derftand it ? The firft Thing that ftrikes your 
44 Eye, is the Breaks at the End of almoft every 
“ Sentence ; of which I know not the Ufe, 
44 only that it is a Refinement, and very fre- 
44 quently praftifed. Then ycfa will obfervd 
44 the Abbreviations and Elifions, by which 
t£ Confonants of moft obdurate Sounds are 
44 joined together without one foftening Vowel 
“ to intervene : And all this only to make one 
44 Syllable of two, direftly contrary to theEx- 
44 ample of the Greeks and Romans j altogether 
“ cf the Gothic Strain, and 6f a natural Ten* 
dency towards relapfing into Barbarity, 
44 which delights in Monosyllables, and uniting 
44 of mute Conlbnants ; as it is oblervable in 
“ ail the Northern Languages. And this id* 
€t Hill more vifible in the next Refinement, 
41 which confifteth in pronouncing the firft Syl- 
Iable in a Word that hath m^ny, and dif- 
“ milling the reft ; fuch as Phizfcy Niffs , Mobb r 
4e Pozz, Repy and many more 5 when we are 
** already over-loaded with Monofyllables, 
44 which are the Difgrace of our Language. 
44 Thus we cram one Syllable, and cut oft' the 
4i reft ; as the Owl fattened her Mice, after 
44 Ihe had bit off their Legs to prevent them 
41 from tunning away ; ana if ours be the fame 1 

44 Reaionr 
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44 Reafon for maiming of Words, it will cer- 
44 tainly anl'wer the End j for I am fure no 
44 other Nation will dcfire to borrow them. 

“ Some Words are hitherto but fairly fplit, 

44 and therefore only in their way to Perfe&jon, 

“ as Incog. and Plenipo j but in a fhort time, 

44 it is to be hoped, they will be further docked 
44 to Inc. and Plen. This Reflexion hath 
44 made me, of late Years, very impatient for 
“ a Peace, which I believe would fave the 
“ Lives of many brave Words as well as Men. 

“ The War hath introduced abundance of Po- 
44 lyfyllables, which will never be able to live 
“ many more Campaigns. Speculations , Ope- 
44 rations , Preliminaries , AmbaJJadors, Palifa- 
■% 44 does , Communications , . Circumv ablations , 

“ Battalions, as numerous as they are, if they 
“ attack us too frequently in our Coffee-houfes, 

44 we fliall certainly put them to flight, and cut 
“ off their Rear. 

44 The third Refinement, obfervable in the 
“ Letter I fend you, conflict h in the Choice of 
44 certain Words, invented by fome pretty 
44 Fellonvs, fuchas Banter, Bamboozle , Country 
44 Put , and Kidney , as it is there applied ; fome 
“ of which are now firuggling for the Vogue, 

“ and others are in Polieflion of it. I have 
“ done my utmoft for fome Years pall to flop 
“ the Progrefs of Mob and Banter , but have , 
44 been plainly b<3re down by Numbers, and 
44 betrayed by thofe who promifed to aflift me. 

44 In the laft Place you are to take Notice of 
44 certain choice Phrsdes fcattered through the 

44 Letter j 
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44 Letter ; feme of them tolerable enough till 
<4 wthey were worn to rags by fervile Imitators. 
44 You might eafily find them, ahho’ they were 
“ not in a different Print, and therefore I need 

not difturb them. 

44 Thefe are the falfe Refinements in our 
44 Style, which you ought to corrcft firft, by 
44 Arguments and fair Means ; but if thofe 
' €t fail, I think you are to make Ufe fcf your 
44 Authority as Cenfor, and by an annual In- 
44 dex expurgatorius, expunge all Words and 
44 Phi ales that are offenhve to good Senf'e, and 
44 condemn thofe barbarous Mutilations of* 
44 Vowels and Syllables. In this laft Point the 
44 ufual Pretence is, that they fpell as 'they 
44 fpeak : A noble Standard for Language! 
44 to depend upon the Caprice of every Cox- 
44 comb, who, becaufe Words are the Cloath- 
44 ir.g of cur Thoughts, cuts them out and 
44 fhapes them as he pical'cth, and changes 
44 them oftejier than his Drels. I believe all 
44 rcafonable People would be content that 
44 fuch Refiners were more fparing of their 
44 -Words, and liberal in their Syllables. On 
44 this Head I fhould be triad you would be- 
44 flow fome Advice upon fevcral young Rea- 
44 ders in our Churches, who, coming up from 
44 the Univerfity full fraught with Admiration 
44 of our Town Politenefs, will needs correct 
44 the Style of their Prayer Books. In reading 
44 the Abfolution they are very careful to fay 
44 pardons and abfohves, and in the Prayer for 
44 the Royal Family it ruuft be endue ' ion , en- 
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ic rich 'wn, proffer 'urn, and bring ' um j then 
<c in their Sermons they ufe all the modern 

Terms of Art, Sham , Banter , Mob , Bubble , 
<c lfo//y, Cutting , Shuffling , and Palming: 
tl All which, and many more of the like 
“ Stamp, as I have often heard them in the 
<c Pulpit from feme young Sophifters, fo I have 
“ read them in fome of thofe Sermons that ha<ve 
tc inad$ a great Noife of late . The Defign, it 
t: feems, is to avoid the dreadful Imputation of 
“ Pedantry j to fhew us that they know the 
“ Towny under Jl and Men and Manners , and 
“ have not been poring upon old unfafhionable 
“ Books in the Univerfity. 

“ I fhould be glad 1 to fee you the Inflrument 
il of introducing into our Style that Simplicity 
“ which is the beft and trueft Ornament of 
“ moft Things in human Life, which the 
“ politer Ages always aimed at in their Build- 
11 ing and Drefs (Simplex munditiis) as well 
“ as their Productions of Wit. It is manifeft 
€i that all new affeCted Modes of Speech, whe- 
<f ther borrowed from the Court, the Town, 
“ or the Theatre, are the firft perilling Parts 
** in any Language j and, as I could prove by 
“ many hundred Inftances, have been fo in 
“ ours. The Writings of Hooker t who was 
** a Country Clergyman, and of Parfons the 
“ Jefuit, both in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth t 
** are in a Style that, with very few Allow- 
“ ances, would not offend any prefent Reader ; 
‘ £ much more clear and intelligible than thofe 
“ of Sir H. Wottojiy Sir Robert N aunt on. Of 

“ born t 
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“ born, Da?iiel the Hiftorian, and feveral 
“ others who writ later ; hut being Men of 
“ the Court, and afi'e&ing the Phrafes then in 
44 faffiion, they^are often either not to be un- 
“ derftood, or appear perfectly ridiculous. 

44 What Remedies are to be applied to thefe 
44 Evils I have not room to conftder, having, I 
44 fear, already taken up raoft of your Paper: 
44 *Befides, I think it is our Office only to re- 
44 prefent Abufes, and yours toredrels diem. 

44 I am, with great Refpeft, 

m 1 * . 

44 Sir, 

44 Yours, 
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T’ urfdcy, November r , 1710. 

> - ■ 

. Longa eft injuria , long* 

Ambages , fedfumma ftquar jafdgia rcrum. 

I T is a Praftice I have generally followed, 
to converfe in equal Freedom with the de- 
serving Men of both Parties ; and it was never 
without fome Contempt that I have obferved 

Perfons, 

✓ " t t 

* In the Month rf Auguft, 171c, a weekly 
Paper, called The Examiner, began to be 
publijhed , rfteemed to be the Work of fever al emi- 
nent Hands , among which were reckoned try 
Lord Boljngbroke, Dr. Atterbnry, afterward 
Bifhnp o/’Rochcfter, Mr. Prior, and feme others. 
However it came about , the general Opinion is, 
that tbefe Fe.rfons proceeded no further than to 
the firjl twelve Papers ; a; ter which, it ferns to 
be agreed that the Undertaking was carried 0:1 

by 



Digitized by Google 




No. xiii. EXAMINER. *S 

Perfons, wholly cut of Employment, affeft to 
do otherwife. I doubted whether any Man 
could owe fo much to the Side he was of, al- 
though he werft retained by it; but without 
fome great Point of Intereft, either in Poffeff.on 
or Proljpeft, I thought it was the Mark of a 
low and narrow Spirit - 

. It is hard, that for fome Weeks pad L have 
* been forced, in my own Defence, to follow a 
Proceeding that I have fb much condemned in 
others. But ieveral of my Acquaintance, 
among the declining Party, arc grown fo infuf- 
ferably peevifh and fplenelick, profcfs fuch vio- 
lent Apprehenfions for the Publick, and repre- 
fent the State of Things in fuch formidable Ideas, 
that I find rrryfelf dilpofed to fhare in their Af- 
flictions ; although 1 know them to be ground- 
lefs and imaginary ; or, which is worie, pure- 
ly aile&ed. To offer them Comfort one by 
one, would be not only an endlels, but a dii- 
obliging Talk. Some of them, I am con- 
vinced, would be lets melancholy if there were 
more Occafion. I fhall, therefore, inftead of 
hearkening to further Complaints, employ 

» * • 

by the Author of tbefe Volumes 7 nvho began with 
Number 'XIII. and ended cf Number L. For 
although the? Paper continued many Months af ter 
to be fublijked , under the Title r/ The Examiner, 
yet by the Inequality of the Performance it was 
tnanifeji to all judicious Per fens, that the afore- 
Jciid fuppofed Authors lad not the leaf Share in 
bcm. ...... 

• Vol.XI. D fome 
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Ionic Part of this Paper, for the future, in let- 
ting fuch Men fee that their natural or acquired 
Fear« are ill-grounded, and their artificial ones 
as ill intended j that all our prefent Inconve- 
v jliencies are the Gonfequence ot the very Coun* 
fels they fo much admire, which would dill, 
have increafed if thole had continued ; and that 
neither our Conftilution in' Church or State 
could probably have been long preferved, with- 
out fuch Methods as have been already taken. 

The late Revolutions at Court have, given 
room to fome fpecious Obje&ions, which I have 
heard repeated by well-meaning Men, juft as 
they had taken them up on the Credit of others, 
who have worfe Defigns. They wonder the » 
Queen would chufe to change her Miniftry at 
this Juncture, and thereby give Uneafinefs to 
a General, who hath beeh fo long fuccefsful 
Abroad, and might think himfelf injured if 
the entire Miniftry were not of his own Nomi- 
nation j that there were few Complaints of any 
Conl’equence againft the late Men in Power, 
and none at all in Parliament, which, on the 
contrary, palled Votes in favour of the chief 
Minifter; that if her Majefty had a mind to 
introduce the other Party, it would have been 
more ieafonable after a Peace, which now we 
have made defperate by fpiriting the French , who 
rejoice at thefe Changes, and by the Fall of our 
Credit, \vhich unqualifies us for carrying on the 
War j that the Parliament, fo untimely diflolved, 
had been diligent in their Supplies, and duti- 
ful in their Behaviour y that one Conl'equence 
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of thefe Changes aggears already in the Fall of 
the Stocks ; that we may foon expeft more and 
worfe ; and laftly, that all this naturally tends 
to break the Settlement of the Crown, and call 
.over the Pretender. 

Thefe,. and.the like Notions, are plentifully 
Scattered abroad, by the Malice of a ruined 
Party, to render the Queen an^ her Admini- 
•ftration odious, and to inflame the Nation. - 
And thefe are what, upon Occafion, I Ihall en- 
deavour to overthrow, by difeovering the 
Talflioodand Abfurdity.of them. 

It is a great Unhappinefs, when in a Govern- 
ment conftituted like- ours, it Ihould be fo 
brought about that the Continuance of a War 
•jnuft be for the Intereft of vaftNuinbers (Civil 
as well as Military) who otherwife would have 
been as unknown as their Original. I think 
pur prefent Condition of Affairs is admirably 
delcribed 'by. two Series in Lucan : 

» » > 

Hinc ufura vorax , avidumquein tempore fa?nus 9 

Hinc concujja fides, & mult is utile bellunu \ 

.Which, without any great Force -upon the 
Words, may be, thus tranflated : 

’ Hence are derived tbofe exorbitant Interejls 
and Annuities j hence thofe large Difcounts for 
Advance and prompt Payment j hence publick 
Credit is Jhakcn ; and hence great Numbers find 
•their Profit in prolonging the War . 

X) JEt 
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It i«? odd that among a f^ee trading People, as 
we call ourlelves, there Oiould To many be found 
to dole in with thoi’e Conn /els, who have been 
ever aver/e from all Overtuies towa; ds a Peace : 
But yet there is no great Myftery in the Mat- 
ter. Let any Man obferve the Equipages in 
this Town, he Ihnll find the greatetl Number 
of thoie who M|ake a Figure, to be a Species of . 
Men quite different from any that were ever 
known before the Revolution j confiding either 
of Generals and Colonels, or of tholb whofc 
whole Fortunes lie in f unds and Stocks j lb 
that Power, which, according to the old Max- 
im, was uied to follow Land, is now gone over 
to Money j and the Country Gentleman is in the 
Condition of a young Heir, out of whofe Eftate 
a Scrivener receives half the Rents for Intereft, 
and hath a Mortgage on the Whole j and is 
therefore always re^dy to feed his Vices and 
Extravagancies while there is any thing left. 
So that i. the War continue fume Years longer, 
a Landed Man will be little better than a Far- 
mer at a Rack-rent to the Army and to the 
publick Funds. 

It may perhaps b? worth inquiring, from 
what Beginnings and by what Steps we have 
been brought into this defperate Condition : And 
in fearch of this we mult run up as high as the 
Revolution. 

Moil oh the Nobility and Gentry who invited 
over the Prince of Orange , or attended him in 
his Expedition, were true Lovers of their Coun- 
try and its Conllitution in. Church and State, 5 

and 
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and were brought to yield to thofe Breaches in 
the Succeflion of the Crown, out of a Regard 
to the Neceflity of the Kingdom and the Safety 
of the People, which did, and could only, 
make them lawful ; but without Intent of draw- 
ing' fiich a Pra&icc into Precedent, or making 
it a Banding Meafure by which to proceed in 
all Times to come ; and therefore we find their 
Counfels ever tended to keep Things, as much 
as pollible, in the old Courfe. But foon after, 
an under Set of Men, who had nothing to lofe, 
and had neither borne the Burthenmor Heat of 
the Day, found means to whilper in the King’s 
Ear, that the Principles of Toyalty in the 
Church of England were wholly ihconfiftent 
with the Revolution . Hence began the early 
Pra£lice of carefling the Diflenters, reviling the 
‘TJniverfities, as Maintainers of Arbitrary Pow- 
er, and reproaching the Clergy with the Doc— 
.trines of Divine Right, Paflive-Obedience, and. 
Non-Refittance. At the fame time, in order to 
fallen wealthy People .to the new Government, 
they propofed thofe pernicious Expedients of -> ' 
borrowing Money 'by vaft Premiums , and at ex- 
orbitant interett.: A Praftice as old as Eunienes^ 
one oi .Alexander's Captains, who, fetting up 
for himfelf after the Death of his Matter, per- ' 
fuaded his principal Officers to lend him great 
.Sums, after which they were forced to follow 
him for their own Security. 

This introduced a Number of new dextrous 
.Men into Bufmefs and Credit. It was argued, 
-that the War could not laft above two -or three 

D 3 Campaigns} 

• « • 

1 • 
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Campaigns ; and that ifwas eafier for the Sub- 
|e£ls to raiie a Fund for paying Intereft, than 
to tax them annually to the lull Expence of the 
War. Several Perlons, who had l'mall or in- 
cumbred Eftates, fold them, and turned their 
Money into thofe Funds, to great Advantage v 
Merchants, as well as other moneyed Men, 
finding Trade was dangerous, pnrfued the lame 
Method. But the War continuing, and grow- 
ing mo. e expeniive, Taxes were i-ncreafed, and 
Funds multiplied every Year, till they have ar- 
rived at the monftrous Height we now behold 
them i and that which was at firft a Corruption, 
is at laft grown necelTary, and what every good 
Sub; e£t mult now fall in with, altho' he may be' 
allowed to with it might loon have an End ; 
becaufe it is with a Kingdom as with a private 
Fortune, where every new Incumbrance adds a 
double Weight. By this means the Wealth of 
a Nation, that ufed to be reckoned by the Value 
of Land, is now computed by the Rife and Fall 
of Stocks : And altho’ the Foundation of Cre- 
dit be ftill the fame, and upon a Bottom that 
can never be fhaken ; and aitho' all Intereft be 
duly paid by thePubiick y yet, thro’ the Contri- 
vance and Cunning of Stock -j i>be r s , there hath 
been brought in fuch a Complication of Knavery 
and Cozenage, fuch a Myftery of Iniquity, fuch 
an unintelligible jargon o. Terms to involve it 
in, as were never known in any ether Age or 
Country of the World. I have- heard it affirm- 
ed by Periims /killed in theib Calculations, that 
if the Funds appropriated to tfce Payment of 

Intereft. 
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liitereft and Annuities, weie added to the 
yearly Taxes, and the Foiir-fhiiling Aid drifts 
ly exafted in all Counties of the Kingdom, it' 
would very near, if notfqlly, fupply the Oc- 
casions of the War j at lead luch a Part as, in 
the Opinion of very able Perfons, had been at 
that Time prudent not to exceed. For I make 
it a Queftion, Whether any wile Prince or State, 
in the Continuance of a War, which was, not 
purely deienfive, or immediately at his own 
Door, did ever propofe that his Expence fhould 
perpetually exceed what he was able toimpol’e 
annually upon his Subje£ls ? Neither, if the. 
War lalt many Years longer, do I fe$ how the 
next Generation will be able to begin another ; 
which, in the Courfe of human Affairs, and 
according to the various Intereds and Ambition 
of Princes, may be as neceffary for them as it 
hath been for us. And if our Fathers had left 
us as deeply involved as wc are likely to leave 
our Children, I appeal to any Man, what 
Sort of Figure we fhould have been able to 
make thefe twenty Years pad. Befides, nei- 
ther our Enemies nor Allies are upon the fame 
Foot with us in this particular. France and 
Holland, our neared Neighbours, and the far- 
thed engaged, will much fooner recover them- 
felves after a War : The fird by the ablblute 
Power of the Prince, who being Matter of the 
Lives and Fortunes oftiis Subjects, will quick- 
ly find Expedients to pay his Debts $ and fo 
will the other, by their prudent Adminidra- 
tion, the Gre&tnefs ©f their Trade, their won- 
derful 
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derful Parfunony, the Willingrjefs of their Peo- 
ple to undergo all kind of Taxes, and their 
Juftice in applying as well as colle&ing them. 
But abuve all, we are to coniider that France 
and Holland fight on the Continent, either up- 
on or near their own Territories, and the 
greateft part of the Money circulates among 
themfelves ; whereas ours erodes the Sea, either 1 
to Flanders , Spain*, or Portugal , and eveiy 
Penny of it, whether in Specie or Returns, is 
fo much loft to the Nation for ever. 

Upon thefe Corrfiderations alone, it was the 
moft prudent Courle imaginable in the Queen, 
to lay hold of the Difpofition of the People for 
■changing the Parliament and Miniftry at thi6 % 
Junflnre, and extricating -herlelf, as foon as 
poffible, out of the Pupillage of thole who 
found their Accounts only in perpetuating the 
War- Neither have we the lealt Reafon to 
doubt, but the enftiing Parliament will alfift 
her Majesty with the utmoft Vigour, until 
' her Enemies again be brought to fue for Peac e, * • 
and again offer Rich Terms as will make it 
both honourable and lafting ; only with this 
Difference, that the Miniftry perhaps will not 
again refufe them. - • m 

p * - i 

Judict pngnas <urtio parentum 
Para Juventus. 
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E quibus bi vacua* implent fermonibus aures , 

Hi narrata feruni alio : mcnfuraque fieli 
Crefcit, & auditis aliquid novus adjictt autor , 
Jllic Credulitas , it lie temerarius Error , 

Vanaque Leetitia eft, confternatique Timor es, 
Sedit'toqiie recent , dubioque autor e Sufurri. 

* , . 1 • « f 

. K , 4. 1 

I Am prevailed on, through the Importunity 
of Friends, to interrupt tiie Scheme I had 
begun in my ta.lt Paper, by an Elfay upon the 
Art of Political Lying. We are told The Devil 
is the Father oj Lyes, and was a Lyar from the 
Beginning j fo that, beyond Contradiction, the 
Invention is old : And, which is more* his 
firft Elfay of it was purely Political, employed 
in undermining the Authority of his Prince, 
and feducing a third Part of the Subjects from 
their Obedience. J For which he was driven 
down from Heaven, where (as Milton exprelf- 
eth it) he had been Viceroy of a great V/efl- 
ern Province ; and forced 'to exercife his Talent 
in inferior Regions among other Jallen Spirits , 
or poor deluded Men, whom he if ill daily 
tempts to bis o*wn 'Sin, and will ever do 
fo till he be chained in the bottotnlcfs Pit. 

But although the Devil be the Father of 
Lyes, he ieems, like other great Inventors, to 
have loll much of his Reputation, by the 
• c6n- 
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continual Improvements that have been made 
upon him. 

Who firft reduced Lying into an Art, and 
adapted it to Politicks , is not fo clear from Hi- 
.ftory i although I have made forae diligent 
Enquiries. I fhail therefore -confider it only 
according to the modern Syftcra, as it hath 
been cultivated thefe twenty Years^paft in the 
bout-hern Part of our own Ifland. 

The Poets tell us, that after the Giants were 
overthrown by the Gods, the Earthy in revenge, 
produced her laft Offspring, which was Fame. 
And the FaWe is thus interpreted; That when 
Tumults and Seditions are quieted, Rumours 
and falle Reports are plentifully fpread -through 
a Nation. So that by .this Account, Lying is 
is the laft Relief of a routedy earth-horny re- 
bellious Party in a State. But.ker-e the Moderns 
have made great Additions, applying this Art 
to the gaining of Power and preferving it, as 
well as revenging tthemfelves after they have 
loft it j as the fame Inftruments are made ufe 
of by Animals to feed themlelves when . they 
are hungry* and bite thole that tread upon 
•them. 

But the fame Genealogy cannot always be 
admitted for Political Lying : I fliall therefore 
.delire to refine upon it, by adding feme Cir- 
cumftances of its Birth and Parents. A Po- 
litical Lye is fometimes born out of a difearded 
.Statefman’s Head, and thence delivered £q be 
.nurs'd and' dandled by the Eabhle, Spme<- 
times it is produced a Monfter, and licked into 

Shape ; 
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Shape : At other Times it comes into the 
World completely formed, and is fpoiled irr 
the licking. It is often born an Infant irf the 
regular Way, and requires Time to mature 
it ; and often it dwindles away by Degrees. 
Sometimes it is of noble Birth i and lome- 
timcs the Spawn of a Stock-jobber. Here it 
fcreams aloud at the opening of the Womb j 
and there it is delivered with a Whifper. • £■’ 
know a Lye that now dhhirbs half the King- 
dom with *its Noife, which, although too 
proud and great at prefent to own its Parents, 

1 can remember its IVhifpcr-hood. To con- - 
elude the Nativity of this Monfter ; when 
it comes into the World without a Stingy it is 
ftill-fcorn ; and whenever it lofes its Sting it 
dies. 

No wonder if an Infant fo miraculous in its 
Birth, fhould be deftined for great Adven- 
tures ; and accordingly we fee it hath been the 
Guardian Spirit of a prevailing Party for al- 
moft twenty Years. It can conquer King- 
doms without fighting, and fometimes with 
the Lofs of a Battle. It gives and refumes 
Employments ; can fink a Mountain to a Mole- 
hill, and raife a Mole-hill to a Mountain ; 
hath prelided for many Years at Committees 
of Elections $ can walh a Black-a-mcor white ; 
make a Saint of an Atheift, and a Patriot of a 
Profligate ; can iurnilh Foreign Minifters with 
Intelligence j and raile or let fall the Credit 
of the Nation. This Goddefs flies with a 
huge Looking- elafs in her Hands to dazzle the 

' . ♦ Crowd, . 
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Crowd, nnd make them fee, according as fhe 
turns it, their Ruin in their Intereft, and their 
Intcreft in their Ruin. In this Glafs you will 
jbchold your bell Friends clad in Coats pow- 
der'd with Fleurs de Lis and Triple Crenuns, 
their Girdles, hung round with Chains and 
Beads, and Wooden Shoes ; and your worft 
Enemies adorned with the Enfigns of Li- 
berty, Property , Indulgence , Moderation , and 
a Cornucopia in their Hands. Her large 
Wings, like thofe of a flying Fifh, t are of no 
ufe but while they are moift ; fhe therefore 
dips them in Mud, and fearing aloft fcat- 
ters it in the Eyes of the Multitude, flying 
with great Swihnefs; but at every Turn is 
forced to Hoop in dirty Ways for new Supplies. 

. I have been fometimes thinking, if a Man 
had the Art of the Second Sight for feeing Lyes, 
us they have in Scotland for feeing Spirits, 
how admirably the might entertain himielf in 
this Town, by observing the different Shapes, 
Sizes, and Colours oflhofe Swarms of Lyes, 
which buz in the Heads of feme People , like 
Flies about a Horfe’s Ears' in Summer ; or 
thofe Legions hovering every Af ternoon in Ex- 
change-alley, enough to darken the Air $ or 
ever a Club of diicon tented Grandees, and 
thence fent down in Cargoes to be fcattcred at 
Eie&ions. 

There is one eflentiai Point wherein a Po- 
litical Lyar differs from others of the Faculty, 
That he ought to have but a fliort Memory, 
which is nerefiary, according to the various 
Pcxafions lie meets with every Hour, of dif- 

' fcrlng 
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Ferjng from himfelf, and {Wearing to’boih 
Sides of a Contradiction, as he finds the Per- 
Ions difpofed with whom he hath to deal. In 
defcribing the Virtues and Vices of Mankind 
it ^convenient, upon every Article, to have feme 
eminent Perfon in cur Eye from whence w$ 
copy our Defcription. I have ft.ittly obferved 
this Rule; and my Imagination this Minute re- 
prefents before me a certain Great Man* famous 
for this Talent, to the conftant Practice of 
which he owes his twenty Years Reputation of 
the molt Ikiiful Head in Ejigland for the Ma- 
nagement of nice Affairs. The fupeiiority 
of his Genius confilts in nothing elfe but an 
inexhau It ible Fund o £ Political lyeS) which he 
plentifully distributes every Minute he fpeaks 
and, by an u-nparaHeled Generofity, forgets, and 
confequently contradias, the next Half Hour. 
He never yet confdered whether any Propofi- 
tion were true or falfe, but whether it weie 
convenient for the prefent Minute or Company 
fo affirm or deny it ; fo that if you think fit 
to refine upon him, by interpreting every thin<r 
he fays, as we do Dreams, by the contrary, you 
are ftill to feek, and will find yourfelf equal* 
ly deceived, whether you believe or no : The 
only Remedy is to fuppolb that you have heard 
fome inarticulate Sounds, without any Mean- 
ing at all ; and befides, that will take eff the 
Horror you might be apt to conceive at the 
Oaths wherewith he perpetually taps both 

Ends of every Propojltioti ;■ although , 0 at the 

•.* - 

^ ; • i • ~ • . 

* The late Earl of Wharton. 
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fame time, I think, he cannot, with any Ju? 
' (lice, be taxed with Perjury, when he invokes 
Cod and Chrifl ; becaufe he hath often fairly 
given publick Notice to the World, that he be- 
lieves m neither. 

Some People may think that fuch an Ac- 
compliflmient as this can be of no great Ufe 
to the Owner, or his Party, after it hath been 
pften pra&ifed and is become notorious 5 but 
they are widely miftaken. Few Lies carry the 
Inventor’s Mark, and the moft proftitute Ene- 
my toTruth may fpread a thoufand without be- 
ing known for the Author : Bcfides, as the vil- 
eft Writer hath his Readers, fo the greateft 
Lynr hath his Believers : and it often happens, 
that if a Lye be believed only for an Hpur, it 
hath done its Work, and there is no farther 
Occaficn for it. Faljbood flies, and Truth comes 
limping after it ; fo that when Men come to be 
undeceived, it is too late ; the Jeft is over, and 
the Tale has had its Effett: Like a Man who 
has thought of a good Repartee when the Dif- 
courfe is changed, or the Company parted } or 
like a Phyfician who hath found out an infalli- 
ble Medicine after die Patient is dead. 

Confidering that natural Difpofition in ma- 
ny Men to Lye , and in Multitudes to Believe, 

3 have been perplexed what to do with that 
Maxim, fo frequent in every Body's Mouth, 
That Truth will at lafl prevail. Here has 
this Ifland of ours, for the greateft Part of twen- 
ty Years, lain under the Influence of fuch 
Counicls acid Perform? whofe Principle and In*. 

• • tereft 
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tcreft it was to corrupt our Manners, blind our 
Understandings, chain our Wealth, and in 
time deftroy our Conftitution both in Church 
and State ; and we at laft were brought to the 
very Brink of Ruin ; yet, by the mearis of per- 
petual Mifreprefentations, have never been able 
to diltinguifli betyveen our Enemies and Friendsa 
We have feen a great Part of the Nation's Mo- 
ney got into the Hands of thofe who, by their 
Birth, Education, and Merit, could pretend 
fro higher than to wear our Liveries ; while 
others, who by their Credit, Quality, and For- 
tune, were only able to give Reputation and 
Succefs to the Revolution, were not only laid 
afide, as dangerous and ^ufelefs, but loaded 
with the Scandal of Jacobites , Men of Arbitra- 
ry Principles , and Pensioners to Prance j while 
Truth, who is laid to fye in a Well, feemed 
now to be buried there under a Heap of Stones ^ 
But I remember it was an ufual Complaint 
hmong the Whip, that the Bulk of Landed 
Men was not in their Interelis \ which fome 
of the wifeft looked on as ail ill Omen j and 
we faw it Was with the utmoft Difficulty that 
they could preferve & Majority, while the 
Court and Miniftry were on their Side, 'till 
they had learned thofe admirable Expedients 
K>r deciding Ele£tions, and influencing diftant 
Boroughs, by powerful Motives from the City. 
But all this was mere Force and Conftraiiit,' 
however upheld by moft dextrous Artifice and 
Management, until the People began to appre- 
hend their Properties, their Religion, and the 

Ej • Monarchy 



4© , EXAMINER. Nos xifci 

Monarchy itfelf in clanger \ then we faw them 
greedily laying hold on the firft Occafion to in- 
terpoie, But of this mighty Change in the 
Dhpofnions of the People I (hall diftourfe more 
at large in Jfome following Paper j wherein I 
/hall endeavour to undeceive or difeover thofe 
deluded or deluding Perfonsf who hope or 
pretend, it is only a fhort Madnefs in the Vul- 
gar, from which they may (bon recover j' 
whereas, I believe, it will appear to be very 
different in its Caufes, its Symptoms, and its' 
Coniequences $ and prove a great Example to 
illuihate the Maxim I lately mentioned, That 
* Truth (however, fometimes, late) a yili at laji 
prevail, - . st; : 
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I T mu ft be avowed, that, for fome * 
Yeats paft, there have been few Things 
* more wanted in England than fuch a Paper as 
this ought to be : and fuch as I will endeavour 
to make it, as long as it (hall be found of any 
Ufe, without entering into the Violences of ei- 
ther Party. Confi dering the many grievous 
Mifreprel’entations of Perfons and Things, it 
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is highly requifite, at this Jun£lure, that the 
„ People throughout the Kingdom Ihould, if 
poffible, be fet right in their Opinions, by lome 
impartial Hand $ which hath never been yet 
attempted ; thofe who have hitherto under- 
taken it being, upon every Account, the leaft 
qualified of all Human Kind for fuch a Work. 

We live here under a limited Monarchy, and 
under the Do&rmeand Difcipline of an excel- 
lent Church. We are unhappily divided into two 
Parties, both which pretend a mighty Zeal for 
our Religion and Government, only they dif- 
agree about the Means. Tire Evils we muft 
fence againft are, on one Side, Fanaticifm and 
Infidelity in Religion, arid Anarchy, under 
the Name of a Commonwealth, in Government ; 
on the other Side, Popery, Slavery, and the 
Pretender from France. Now to inform and 
dire# us in oar Sentiments upon thefe weighty 
Points* here are on one Side two finpid illite- 
rate Scribblers, both of them Fan'aticks by P10- 
feflkm, I mean the Review and ObJ'ervator y 
on the other Side, we have an open Nonjuror , 
whofe Chara&er and Perfon, as well as Learn- 
ing and Good Senfe, difeovered upon other 
SubjefL, do indeed deferve R-efpecl and Elleem y 
but his Rebearfal and the reft of his Political 
Papers are yet more pernicious than thofe of 
. the former two* If the Generality of the Peo- 
ple knew not how to talk or think f until they 
have read their Lejfon in the Papers of the W eek, 
what a Misfortune is it that their Duty (bon Id 
be conveyed to them through fuch Fekicln ap 

E 3 thofe ? 
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thole ? For, let fome Gentlemen think, what ' 
they pleafe, I cannot but fufpeft that the two 
Worth ies I firft mentioned, have, in a Degree, ' 
clone Mifchief among us ; the mock autho- 
ritative Manner of the one, and the infipid 
Mirth of the other, however infupportable to 
reafonable Ears, being of a Level with great 
Numbers among the Toweft Part of Mankind. 
Neither was the Author of the Rebearfal , 
while he continued that Paper, lefs infectious 
to many Perfons of better Figure, who, per- 
haps, were as well qualified, and much left 
prejudiced, to judge for themfeives. 

It was this Reafon that moved me to take 
the Matter out of thofe rough , as well as thofe 
dirty Hands ; to let the remote and unihftruft- - 
ed Part of the Nation fee that they have been 
milled on both fides, by mad, ridiculous Ex- 
tremes, at a wide Diftance on each Side from 
the Truth; while the right Path is fo broad - 
and plain as to be eafily kept, if they were once 
put into it. 

Further: I had lately entered on aRefoIuti- 
oft to take very little Notice of other Papers, ’ 
unlefs itwere fuch where the Malice and Falfi* • 
hood had fo great a Mixture of Wit and Spirit 
as would make them dangerous ; which, in the 
prefent Circle of Scribblers, from Twelve-pence' 
to a Half-penny, I could eafily forefee would 
not very frequently occur. But here again I 
am forced to difpenfe with my Relolution, al- <• 
though it be only to tell my Reader what Mea- 
fures I am like to take on inch Occafions for the 

future. 
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future. I was told that the Paper called The 
Obfer'-vator , was twice filled lait Week, with 
Remarks upon a late Examiner. Thefe I read, 
with the firft Opportunity, and, to fpeak in the 
News-writer’s Phrafe, they gave me Occafton 
for many Speculations . I obferved, with fingu- 
Jar Pleafure, the Nature of thole Things , which 
the Owners of them ufually call Anjhvers , and 
with what Dexterity this matchlefs Author had 
fallen into the whole Art and Cant of them. 
Xo tranferibe here and there three or four de- 
tach’d Lines of lead Weight in a Difcourfe, 
and by a foolilh Comment, midake every Sylla- 
ble of the Meaning, is what I have known . 
many, of a fuperior Clafs to this formidable 
Adverfary, entitle an Anjkver. This is what 
he hath exactly done in about thrice as many 
Words as my whole Difcourfe ; which is fo 
mighty an Advantage over me, that I fhall by 
no means engage in lo unequal a Combat j but, 
as far as I can judge of my own Temper, en- 
tirely difinifs him for the future ; heartily wifii- 
ing he had a Match exa&ly of his own Size to 
meddle with, who Ihould only have the odds 
of Truth and Honedy, which, as I take it, 
would be an effectual Way to iilence him for 
ever. Upon this Qccaficn I cannot forbear a 
fiiort Story of a Fanatick Fanner , who lived in 
my Neighbourhood, and was io great a Difpu- 
tant in Religion, that the Servants in all the 
Families thereabouts reported, how he had conv 
futed the Bifnop and all his* Clergy. I had 
then 4 Footman who was fond, of reading the 

Bible j 
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Bible ; and I borrowed a Comment for him/ 
Which he ftudied fo clofe* that in a Month or 
two I thought him a Match for thef Farmer. ' 
They difputed at feveral Houfes, with a Ring 
of Servants and other People always about 
them ; where Ned explained his Texts fo full 
and dear to the Capacity of his Audience, and 
Ihewed the Infignificancy of his Adrerfary’S 
Cant, to the meaneft Underftanding, that he' 
got the whole Country of his Side, and the 
Farmer was cured of his Itch of Deputation 
for ever after* 

The worft of it Is, that this Sort of outrage-* 
©Us Party-writers I have fpoke of above, aref 
like a couple of Make-bates, who inflame fmall 
Quarrels by a thoufand Stories, and by keeping 
Friends at a Diftance hinder them from coming 
to a good Underftanding; as they certainly* 
would, if they were fuffered to meet and debate 
between themfelves : For let any one examine 
a reafonable honeft Man of either Side, upon 
thofe Opinions in Religion and Government 
Which both Parties daily buffet each other about; 
he fliall hardly find one material Point in Dif- 
ference between them. I would be glad to a Ik 
a Queftion about two Great Men of the late 
Miniftry, How they came to be JPhigs ? And, 
by what Figure of Speech half a Dozen others* 
lately put into great Employments* can be 
called ‘Tories ? I doubt whoever would fuit the 
Definition to the Perfons, muft make it direilly 
contrary to what we underftood it at the Time 
of the Revolution. 

* In 

3 • • ' 
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- In order to remove thefe Milhpprehenfiorts 
among us, I believe it will be neceflary, upon 
occafion, to detect the Malice and Failhood ol 
fome popular Maxims which thofe Ideots leat- 
her from the Prefs twice a Week, and draw an 
hundred abf'urd Conl’equences irc'in them. 

For Example ; I have heard it often obje&ed 
as a great Piece of Infolenoe in the Clergy, and 
others, to lay or hint that the Church <ivus in 
Danger, when it was voted otherwife in Parlia- 
ment fome Years ago ; and the Queen herlelf, 
in her laft Speech, did openly condemn all fuch 
Infatuations. Notwithftanding which, I did 
then, and do (till believe the Church hath, 
fincc that Vote, been in very imminent Danger; 
and I think I might then have faidfo, without 
,thc lealt Offence to her Majefty, or either of 
the two Houles. The Queer's V Voids, as 
near as I can remember, mentioned the Church 
being in Danger from her Admimft ration ; and 
whoever fays, or thinks that, dderves, in my 
Opinion, to be hanged for a Traitor: But, 
that the Church and State may be both in Dan- 
ger under the belt Princes that ever reigned, 
and without the lead Guilt of theirs, is . fuch a 
Truth as a Man mult be a great Stranger to 
Hiftory and Common Senfe, to doubt. The 
wile ft Prince on Earth may be forced by the 
Ncccdity of his Affairs, and the prefent Power 
of an unruly Fa&ion, or deceived by the Craft 
of ill-deligning Men. One or two Minillers, 
rrvoft in his Confidence, may at firji have good 
Intentions, but grow corrupted by Time, by 

• Avarice, 
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Avarice, by Love, by Ambition, and havt 
fairer Terms offered them, to gratify their Paf* 
fions or lnterefts, from one Set oj Men than 
another, until they are too far involved for a 
Retreat ; and fo be forced to take feven Spirits 
more wicked than themfelves. This is a very 
poflibla Cafe ; and will not the lafi State of fucb 
Men be worfe than the firf ? that is to fay, will 
not the Publick, which was fafe at firft, grow 
in Danger by fuch Proceedings as thefe ? And 
full a faithful Subjefl, who forefees and trem- 
bles at the Confequences, be called difaff edied^ 
becaufe he delivers his Opinion, although the 
Prince declares, as he juftly may, that the Dan- 
ger is not owing to his Adminillration ? Or 
fhall the Prince himfelf be blamed, when, in 
fuch a Juncture, he puts his Affairs into other ! 
Hands, with the univerfal Applaufe of his Peo- i 
pie ? As to the Vote againlt thofe who fhould 
affirm the Church was in Danger, I think it 
likewife referred to Danger from, or under, the 
Queen’s Adminiftration (for I neither have it 
by me, nor can liiddenly have recourfe to it j) 
but if it were otherwife, I know not how it 
can refer to any Dangers but what were paft, 
or at that Time prefent ; or how it could affe< 5 t 
the Future, unlefs the Senators were all infpired , 
or atleaft that Majority which voted it : Neither 
do I fee any Crime, further than ill Manners, 
to differ in Opinion from a Majority of cither 
or both Houfes j and that ill Manners, I mud 
COnfeis, I have been often guilty of for fome 

Years 
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Years paft, although I hope I never /hall 
again. 

Another Topick of great Dfe to thefe weekly 
Inflamers, is the young Pretender in France , to 
whom their whole Party is in a high Meafure 
indebted for all their Greatnefs j and whenever 
it lies in their Power they may perhaps return 
their Acknowledgments, as, out of their Zeal 
for frequent Revolutions , they were ready to do 
to his liippofed Father; which is a Piece of 
Secret Hijlory that I hope will one Day fee the 
Light ; and I am fure it fhall, if ever I am 
Matter of it, without regarding vukofe Ears 
may tingle. But atprefent the Word Pretender 
is a Term of Art in their Profeflion. A Secre- 
tary of State cannot defire leave to refign , but 
the Pretender is at bottom ; the Queen cannot 
diflolve a Parliament, but it is a Plot to de- 
throne herfelf and bring in the Pretender ; 
half a fcore Stock-jobbers are playing the knave 
in Exchange- alley , and there goes the Pretender 
with a Sponge. One would be apt to think 
they bawl out the Pretender lo often, to take off 
the Terror; or tell fo many Lies about him, 
to flacken our Caution ; that when be is really 
coming, by their Connivance , we may not be- 
lieve them ; as the Boy lerved the Shepherds 
about the coming of the Wolf : Or perhaps they 
fcare us with the Pretender , becaufe they think 
he may be like fome Difeafes that come voith a 
fright. Do they not believe that the Queen’s 
prefenf Miniftry love her Majefty,. at leatt as 
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well as fome others loved the Church ? And 
why is it not as great a Mark of Difaffedticx 
now, to lav the Queen is in Danger , as it was 
fome Months apo to affirm the lame of the 
Church? Suppofe it be a falfe Opinion, that 
the Queen's Right is hereditary and tndejeafible ; 
yet how is it poffible that thofe who hold and 
believe fucli a Doctrine, can be in the Preten- 
der's Intereft ? His Title is weakened by every 
Argument that ftrengthens Hers : It is as plain 
as the Words of an A6I of Parliament can 
make it, That her prefent Majefty is Heir to 
the Survivor of the late King and Queen her 
Sifter : Is not that an Hereditary Right? What 
need we explain it any farther ? I have known 
an Article of Faith expounded in much loofer 
and more general Terms, and that by an Au- 
thor whole Opinions are very much followed by 
,a certain Party. Suppofe we go further, and 
examine the Word Indefeafible , with which 
fome Writers of late have made themfelves fo 
merry : I confefs it is hard to conceive how any 
Law, which the fupreme Power makes, may 
not by the fame Power be repealed ; lb that I 
lhall not determine, whether the Queen's Right 
be indefeafible , or no. But this I will maintain ; 
that whoever affirms it fo, is not guilty of a 
Crime ; for in that Settlement of the Crown 
after the Revolution, where her prelent Majefty 
is named in Remainder, there are (as near as 
I can remember) thefe remarkable Words, To 
which we hind ourfelwes and our Poferity for 
puer. Lawyers may explain this, and call them 

Words. 
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Words of Form, as they pleafe ; and Reafoners 
may argue, that filch an Obligation is againft 
the very Nature of Government.; but a plain 
Reader, who takes the Words in their natural 
Meaning, may be excufed in thinking a Right 
fo confirmed is indefeafible j and if there be an 
Abfurdity in fucfi an Opinion, he is not to an- 
Jfwer for it. 

P. S. When this Paper was going to the 
Prefs, the Printer brought to me two more 
Obfervators wholly taken up in my Exa- 
miner upon Lying, which I was at the 
Pains to read ; and they are juft fiich an 
. * Anfwer as the two others I have mention- 
ed. This is all I have to fay on that 
Matter. 
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Qui funt boni civ es? Qui belli y qiu domi de pa- 
tria bene merentes , nifi qui p atria benejicia. 
meminerunt ? 

I Will employ thi^prefent Paper upon a Sub- 
ject which of late hath very much affe6ted 
me, which I have confidered with a great deal 
of Application, and made feveral Enquiries 
about, among thofe Perfons who, I thought, 
were beft able to inform me ; and if I deliver 
my Sentiments with fome Freedom, I hope it 
iv ol . XI. F will 
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will be forgiven, while I accompany it with 
that Tenderneis which fo nice a Point .requires* 

I fa; cl in a former Paper [Numb. xiii.J that 
one fpccious Objection to the late' Removals at 
Court, was the Fear of giving Uneafmefs to a 
General, who hath been long fucoefsful Abroad; 
and accordingly, the common Clamour of 
Tonjgues and Pens, for fome Months pad, hath 
run againft the Bafenefs, the Inconftancy, and 
Ingratitude of the whole Kingdom to the IXuke 
of Marlborough, in retuiu of the mod eminent 
Services that ever were performed by a Saibjefl 
to his Country ; not to be equalled in Hi dory.- - 
And then, to be fore, fome bitter Stroke of Be- 
traftion againd Alexander and Csrfnr, who ne- 
ver did us the lead Injury. Bolides, the Peo- 
ple who reac \Tlutarcb come upon us with Pa- 
rallels, drawn from the Greeks and Romans, 
who ungratefully dealt with I kuow net how 
ny of their moll deferring Generals ; while 
the profounder Politicians have feon Pamphlets, 
where Taclfds and Machia-vel have been quoted 
to fhew the Danger of too relplendent: a Merit- 
11 a Stranger fhpuld hear thefe furious Out- 
cries of Ingratitude againft cur General, with- 
out knowing the Particulars, he ’would be apt 
to enquire, Where was hi? Tomb, or -whether 
he were allowed Chriftian Burial ? not doubt- 
ing but we had put him to ibme ignominious 
Death. Or, Hath he been tried for his Life, 
and very- narrowly cicaped ? Hath he been ac- 
cufcd of high Crimes and -Miideiiieanours ? 
Has the Prince feized. on his Eftate/and left 
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him to ftarve ? Hath lie been hboted at as lie 
palled 1 he Streets, by an ungrateful Rabble ? 
Have neither Honours, Offices, nor Grants 
been con ten-eel on. him or his. Family? Have 
not he and they been barbaroufly itript ol them 
all ? Have not he and, his Forces been ill paid 
-Abroad ? And doth not the Prince, by a Icail- 
tv limited CommilTion, hinder him from pur- 
fiitng his own Methods in the Conduct of the 
War ? .Hath lie no-Power -at all of difpofing of 
Oom'miAions. as he plealeth ? Is he not feverely 
?idd by the Miniftry or Parliament, who year- 
ly call him to a drift Account ? Has the Senate 
ever thanked him for good Succels, and have 
they not always puhlickly cenliired him for the 
haft Mifcnrrin^e ? Will the Accusers of the 
Nation joiniflue upon any ofthefe Particulars ; 
or, tell us in what Point our damnable Sin of 
Ingratitude lie’s ? Why, it is plain and clear ; 
for while he is commanding abroad, the Queen 
difiblveth her Parliament, andchangeth her Mi- 
ni itry at home j in which uni-vsrfnl Calamity 
uq kfs than i vuo Perfcns, allied by Marriage to 
the General, have loft their Places'. Whence 
comes this wonderful Sympathy between tire 
Civil and Military Powers ? Will the Troops 
in Flanders refule to fight, unlefs they can have 
their ozu/t Lord Keeper, their own Lord Prc- 
fident of the Council, their own chief Governor 
of Ireland, and i their own Parliament ? In a 
Kingdom where the People are free, how came 
they to be fo fond of having their Counfels un- 
der tlie Influence of their Army, or thofe that 
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lead It ?' who, in all well-inftituted States, had 
no Commerce with the Civil Power, further 
than to receive their Orders, and obey them 
without Referve. 

When a General is not fo popular, either in 
liis Army, or at home, as one might expeft 
from a long Courfe of Succefs : it may, per- 
haps, be alcribed to his JVifdcm, or perhaps to 
his Complexion. The PofTeffion of fome one 
Quality, or a Defeat in fome other , will ex- 
tremely damp the People’s Favour, as well as 
the Love of the Soldiers. Befides, this is not 
an Age to produce Favourites of the People, 
while we live under a Queen who engrofleth 
all our Love and all our Veneration j and 
where the only Way for a great General or 
Minifter to acquire any Degree of fubordinate 
Affe&ion from the Publick, muft be by alh 
Marks of the moft entire SubmiJJion and Re- 
fpeSl to her Sacred Perfon and Commands j 
otheiwife no Pretence of great Services, either 
in the Field or the Cabinet, will be able to 
fereen them from univerfal Hatred. 

But the late Miniftry was clofely joined to 
the General, by Friendffiip, Intereft, Alliance, 
Inclination, and Opinion, which cannot be 
affirmed of the prefent ; and the Ingratitude of 
the Nation lieth in the People’s joinmg as one 
Man, to wiffi that fuch a Miniftry ffiould be 
changed. . Is it not at the fame Time notori- 
ous to the whole Kingdom, that nothing but 
a tender Regard to die General was able to 
preferve that Miniftry fo long, until neither 

God 
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God nor Man could fuffer their Continuance : 
Yet in the higheft Ferment of Things, we heard 
few or no Reflexions upon this great Com- 
mander; hut all feemed unanimous in wilh- 
ing he might (till be at the Head of the Con- 
federate Forces ; only, at the fa Time, in 
cale he were refolved to refign, they chofe ra- 
ther to turn their Thoughts fomewhere eiie 
than throw up all in Dei pair. And this I 

cannot but add, -in Defence of the People, 
with regard to the Perfon we are fpeaking of j 
that in the high Station he hath been for many 
. Years paft, his real Defects (as nothing human 
is without them) have, in a detracting Age, 
been very iparmgly mentioned, either in Libels 
or Converiaticn, and all his Succeffes very free- 
ly and riniverfally applauded. 

There is an aXive and a paflive Ingratitude : 
Applying both to this Occalion, we may lay, 
the firft is when a Prince or People returns 
good Services with Cruelty or illUfage; the 
other is, when good Services are not at all, or 
very meanly rewarded. We have already 
Ijpoke of the former ; let us therefore, in the 
fecund Place, examine how the Services of our-> 
General have been rewarded ; and whether up- 
on that Article, either Prince or People have 
been guilty of Ingratitude. 

Tuoie aie the molt valuable Rewards which 
are given to us, from the certain Knowledge of 
the Donor that they ft our \ Temper btjl : I 
fhall therefore fay nothing of the Title of Duke % 
op th z Gaffer, which the Queen be flowed up-.' 
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on the General in the Beginning of her Reign j 
but I (hall come to more fubjia?itial Inftances, 
and mention nothing which hath not been 
given in the Face of the World. The Lands 
of IVoodjiock may, I believe, be reckoned 
worth 40,^00 /. on the building of Blenheim 
Cattle 2.00,000 /. have been already expended, 
although it be not yet near finifhed } the Grant 
of 5000/. -per Annum t on the Pott-Office, is 
richly worth 100,000 L his Principality in Ger- 
many may be computed at 30,000/. Pi£tures, 
Jewels, and other Gifts from foreign Princes, 
60,000 /. the Grant at the Pall-Mall , the Ran- 
gerfhip, &c. for want of more certain Know- 
ledge, may be called 10,000 /. his own and 
his Duchefs’s Employments, at five Years Va- 
lue, reckoning only the known and avowed 
Salaries, are very low rated at 100,000 /. 
Here is a good deal above half a Million 
of Money $ and I dare fay, they who are loud- 
eft with the Clamour of Ingratitude, will rea- 
dily own that all this is but a Trifle, in 
Comparifon of what is untold . 

The Reafon of my ftating this Account is 
only to convince the World that we are not 
quite fo ungrateful either as the Greeks or the 
Romans j and in order to adjuft this Matter 
with all Fairnefs, I fhall confine myfelf to the 
latter, who were much the more generous of 
the two. A victorious General of Rome , in x 
the Height of that Empire, having entirely fuh - . 
dued his Enemies , was rewarded with a larger 
Triumph, and perhaps a Statue in the Forum , 

' ' a Bull, 
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a Bull for a Sacrifice, an embroidered Gar- 
ment to appear in, a Crown of Laurel, a Mo- 
numental Trophy with Infcriptions, fometimes 
Five hundred or a Thoufand Copper Coins 
were ftruck on Occafion of die Victory, which 
doing honour to the General, we will place to 
his Account ; and laltly, fometimes, although 
Hot very frequently, a triumphal Arch, Thefe 
are all the Rewards that I can call to mind, 
which a viftorious General received after his 
Return from the moft glorious Expedition ; 
having conquered forae great Kingdom, brought 
the King himfelf, his Family and Nobles, to 
adorn the Triumph in Chains j and made th® 
Kingdom either a Roman Province, or, at 
belt, a poor depending State, in humble Al- 
liance to that Empire. Now, of all thefe Re- 
wards, I find but two which were of real 
Profit to the General, the Laurel-Cronvn , made 
and fent him at the Charge of the Publick, and 
the embroidered Garment ; but I cannot find 
whether this lad was paid for by the Senate or 
the General : However we will take the more 
favourable Opinion ; and in all the reft admit 
the whole Expencc as if it were ready Money 
in the General's Pocket. Now, according to 
thefe Computations on both Sides, we will 
draw up two fair Accounts ; the one of Roman 
Gratitude, and the other of Britijb Ingrati- 
tude, and fet them together in Balance. 
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This is an Account of the vifible Profits on 
both Sides j and if the Roman General had any 
private Perquifites , they may eafily be dii- 
counted, and by more probable Computations? 
and differ yet more, upon the Balance, if we 
confider that all the Gold and Silver for Safe* 
guards and Contributions , and all valuable 
Prizes taken in the War, were openly cxpoled 
in the Triumph, and then lodged in the Capi-i 
tol for the public Service. 

So that, upon the whole,' we are not yet 
quite fo bad at vjorfi as the Romans were at 
beft. And I doubt thole who raife this hide- 
ous Cry of Ingratitude may be mightily mif- 
tnken in the Confequences they propofe from 
uch-Complaints. I remember a Saying of Se- 
teca, Multos ingratos invenimus , plures fact - 
mus , We find many ungrateful Perfons in the 
World, but we make more, by fetting too 
ligh a Rate upon our Pretenfions, and under- 
aluing the Rewards we receive. When un- 
eafonable Bills are brought in, they ought to 
>e taxed, or cut off in the Middle. Where 
here have been long Accounts between two 
'erfbns, I have known one of them perpetu- 
ily making large Demands, and preffing for 
’ayments, who, when the Accounts were call 
p on both Sides, was found to be Debtor for 
)me Hundreds. I am thinking, if a Pro- 
amation were ifiued out for every Man to 
nd in his Bill of Merits, and the loweft Price 
e let them at, what a pretty Sum it would 
nount to, and how many fuch Ifiands.as this 

mud 
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muft be fold to pay them. I form my Judg- 
ment from the Practice of thofe who lometimes 
happen to pay thcmfelves : and, I dare affirm, 
would not he fo unjuft to take a Farthing 
more than they think is due to their Deferts. 

I will inftance only in one Article : A Lady * 
of my Acquaintance appropriated twenty-fix 
Pounds a Year, out of her own Allowance, 
for certain Ufes, which her Woman j| received* 

and 

* Suppofed to be her late Majejly §{iteen Anne, 

|| 'The Matter was this : At the Queen’s Ac- 
cefiion to the Government, Jhe ufed to lament to 
me, that the Craven being hnpoverifhed by for - 
mer Grants , jhe •wanted the Power her Prede- 
ceffors had enjoyed to reward faithful Servants-; 
and Jhe defined me to take out. of the Privy Pu rfe 
2000 1. a Tear , in order to purcbaj'e for viy 

Advantage As her Ma jelly was Jo pood to 

provide for my Children , and as the Offices 1 en- 
joyed by her Favour brought me in more than I 

wanted l confantly declined it , till the Time 

• Jhe was pleafed to dij'mijs me from her 

Service. Then indeed 1 fent the Queen 

one oj her own Letters , in which fie had prefed 
me to take the zoo a 1 . a Tear ; and I wrote at 
the fame Time to a fit her Maj efty, <zy briber jhe 
would allow me to charge in the Privy Purfe 
Accounts , which I was to find her, that yearly 
Sum from the Time of the Offer, amounting, to 
jSooo 1. tier Majcfty was pleafed to anfwer , j 

1 might 
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and was to pay to the Lady or her Order, as 
it was called for. But alter Eight Years, it 
appeared, upon the ftri&eft Calculation, that 
the Woman had paid but Four Pounds a Year, 
and fimk two and twenty for her own Pocket. 
•It is but fuppofing, inftead of Twenty-lix 
Pounds, Twenty-fix thouland j and by that 
you may judge what the Pretenfions of modern 
Merit are, where it happens to be its own Pay- 
matter. 

fi 
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res luxuries in fiagitiis, avaritia in ra - 
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pints, fuperbia in contumcliis efficere potuiJJ'et ; 
eas onuses fefe, hoc uno Prat ore per ti . miium , 



pertulijfe deb ant. 

W H E N I firft undertook this Paper, I 
was refolved to concern mylelf "only 
with ‘Things , and not with Perfons. Whether 
1 have kept or broken this Rcfolution, I can- 
not recollect : and I will not be at the Pains 
to examine, but leave the Matter to thofe 
little Antagonifts who may want a Topick for 
Criticiifn. Thus much I have difeovered. 



I might charge it. This therefore I did. Ac- 
% count of the Condutt of the Dowager Duchefs 
of Marlborough, p. 294, 295. 

‘ that 
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that it is In Writing as in Building; where, 
after all our Schemes and Calculations, we are 
mightily deceived in our Accounts, and often 
-forced to make ufe of any Materials we can 
find, that the Work may be kept a going. Be- 
fides, to fpeak my Opinion, the Things I have 
occafion to mention are fo linked to Perfons> 
that nothing but Time (the F ather of Oblivion) 
can feparate them. Let me put a parallel Cafe : 
Suppofe I fliould complain, that laft Week my 
Coach was within an Inch of overturning in 
a iinooth even Way, and drawn by very 
gentle Horles ; to be fure all my Friends 
would immediately lay the Fault upon John, 
becaufe they knew he then prefided in my 
Coach-Box. Again, fuppofe I fliould difco- 
ver fome Uneafinels to find mylelf, I knew 
not how, over Head and Ears in Debt, al- 
though I were fure my Tenants paid their 
Rents very well, and that I never fpent all my 
Income; they would certainly advife me to 
ium off Mr. Qldj'ox * my Receiver , and take 
another. If, as a Juftice of Peace, I fliould 
tell a Friend, that my Warrants and Mittimus's 
were never drawn up as I would have them ; 

„ that I had the Misfortune to fend an honeft 
Man to Goal and difmifs aKnave; he would 
bid me no longer truft Charles and Harry ||, 
my two Clerks, whom he knew to be igno- 

* L. G n. 

|| /?. S d, and H. — le, were 

at this Time Secretaries of State, 

- K rant* 
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rant, wilful, affuming, and ill-inclined Fel- 
lows. If I fhould add, that my Tenants 
made me veiy uneafy with their Squabbles and 
Broils among tbemieives.j he would counfel 
me to cafiiier Will Bigamy -rf, the Senefchal of 
my Manor. And laftly, if nay Neighbour 
•and I happened to have a Mifunderftanding 
about the Delivery of a . MeJJ'age , what could I 
do lefs than ftrip and difcharge the blundering 
•or malicious Ralcal who carried it ? 

It is the fame Thing in the Conduct ofpub- 
Jick Affairs, where they have been managed 
’ i with Rafhnefe or Wilfulnefs, Corruption, Ig- 
norance or Injuftice. Barely to relate the Fails, 
.at leaf! while they are frefh in Memory, will 
•as much refleil upon the Petfons concerned, 
as if we had told their Names at length. 

I have, therefore, fince thought of another 
Expedient, frequently prailifed with great 
:Sa(ety and Succefs'by fatyric.al Writers ; which 
is that of looking into Hiftory for fome Cha- 
racter bearing a Refemblance to ‘the Perfon we 
would delcribe j and with the abfolute Power 
■ of altering, adding, orfupprefiing what Cir- 
•cumftances we pleafe, I conceive we muff 
have veiy bad Luck, or very little Skill, to fail. 
However, fome Days ago in a Coffee- Houfe, 
looking into one of the politick weekly Papers, 
I found the Writer had fallen into this Scheme 
and I happened to light on that Part where 
he was deferibing a Perfon, who from final! 

rrf { f L. C — — r. 
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Beginnings grew (as I remember) to be Con- 
fab 1c of France, and had a very haughty impe- 
rious Wife. I took the Author for a Friend to 
our FaElicn (for fo, with great Propriety of 
Speech, they call .the Queen and her Miniftry, 
almoft the whole Clergy, and nine Parts in ten 
of the Kingdom ;) and I faid to a Gentleman 
near me, that although I knew well enough 
what Perfons the Author meant, yet there were 
feveral Particulars in the Hujhand's Character, 
which I could not reconcile $ for that of the jb«- 
dy, it was juft "and adequate enough. But it 
leems I miftook the whole Matter, and applied 
all I had read to a Couple of Perlons, who were 
not at that Time in the Writer’s Thoughts. 

Now, to avoid fuch a Misfortune as this, I 
have been for fome time confultingXryy and ‘Ta- 
citus, to find out the Character of a Prhiceps 
Senatus , a Prator Urhanus , a Qunefor JErarius, 
a Cafari ah Epi foils, and a Proconful : But, 
among the worft of them, I cannot difeover one 
from whom to draw a Parallel, without doing 
Injury to a Roman Memory : So that I am com- 
pelled to have Recourfe to Tally . But, this 
Author relating Fafts only as an Orator, I 
thought it would be belt to obferve his Method, 
and make an Extract from fix Harangues of his 
againft Verrcs , only Hill preserving the Form of 
an Oration. . I remember a younger Brother of 
mine, who deccafed about two Months ago, 
prefented thq World with a Speech of Aid Ha- 
des, againft an Athenian Brewer. Now f am 
told for certain, that in thole Days there was no 
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Ale in Athens, therefore tint Speech, or at leaflt 
a great Part of it, njuft'needs be fpurious. The 
Difference between my Brother and me is this ; 
he makes Alcibiades fay a great deal more than 
he really did, and I make Cicero fay a great 
deal lets. This Verres * had been the Roman 
Governor of Sicily for three Ycai s j and, on his 
Return from his Government, the Sicilians en- 
treated Cicero to impeach him in the Senate ; 
which he accordingly did in feveral Orations ; 
from whence I have faith- ullytranflated and ab- 

I trailed that which follows : 

f< My Lords, 

* £ .A pernicious Opinion hath for fomeTime 
" prevailed, not only at Rome, but among our 

II neighbouring Nations, that a Man who hath 
(< Money enough, although he be ever fo guil- 

ty, cannot be condemned in this Piace. 
u But, however induftrioufly this Opinion be 
“ fpread, to call an Odiunfon die Senate, we 
“ have brought before your Lordfliips Cains 
** Verres , a Perfon, for his Life and Anions, 
<c already condemned by all Men : But, as he 
il hopes and gives out, by the Influence of his 
c( Wealth to be here abioi yeti j in condemning 
“ this Man you have an Opportunity of belying 
u that general Scandal, oi redeeming the Cre- 
u dit lojl by former Judgments, and recovering 
u the Love of the Roman People, as well as of 

* Earl of Wharton, Lord Lieutenant oflce- 

land. 
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€< our Neighbours. I have brought here a Man' 
** before you, my Lords, who is a Robber oi: 
€t the publick Trealure, an Overtumerof Law' 
€( and Juftice, and the Difgrace as well as the 
** Dettruftion of the Sicilian Province j of 
** whom if you /Hall determine with- Equity. 

and due Severity, your Autliority will re- 
€t main entire, and upon fuch an Eftablifli- 
** ment as it ought to be : Biit if his great Rich- r 
** es will be able to force their Way through- 
* c that religious Reverence and Truth which* 
become lo awful an AfTembly I lhall, how« 
** ever, obtain thus much. That the Defeat wilt 
** be laid where it ought ; and that it (hall not 
c< be obje&ed, die Criminal was not produced,. 
“ or that diere wanted an Orator to accufe 
** him. This Man, my Lords, hath publickly 
** faid. That thole ought to be afraid of Accu- 
** lations who have only robbed enough fop 
* c their own Support and Maintenance j but 
M that he hath plundered fufficient to bribe Num- 
bers ; and that nothing is fo High or Holy 
M which Money cannot corrupt. Take thab 
“ Support from him, and he can have no other 
** left : ’For what Eloquence will be able to de- 
“ fend a Man, whole Life hath been tainted* 
“ with fo many lcandalous Vices, and who 
*■* hath been- fo long condemned by the univer- 
** fal Opinion of the World ? To pals over the 
** foul Stains and Ignominy of his Youth, his 
€t corrupt Management in all Employments he 
u hath borne, his Treachery and Irreligion* 
K his Injuftice and Oppreflion, he hath left, of 

“ late* 
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“ late, fiich Monuments of his Villainies in *S7- 
tl cily , made luch Havock and Confufion there, 
u during his Government, that the Province 
“ cannot by any means be reftored to its former 
“ State, and hardly recover itfelf at all under . 
“ many Years, and by a long Succeflion of 
“ good Governors. While this Man govern- 
<c ed in that Ifland, the Sicilians had neither 
“ the Benefit of oujr Laws nor their own, nor 
“ even of common Right. In Sicily no Man 
“ now poffefTeth more than what the Cover- 
“ nor s Lull and Avarice have overlooked, or 
“ what he was forced to negleft, out of mere 
“ Wearinefs and Satiety o( OpprcfTion. Every 
u thing, where he prefiued, was determined by 
u Ids arbitrary Will ; and the bed Subjects he 
“ treated as Enemies. To recount his abomi- 
“.nable Debaucheries would offend ally modefl: 
u Ear, fmee fo many could not preferye their 

Daughters and Wives from his Luft. I 
“ beiieve there is uo Man who ever heard his 
“ Name, that cannot relate his Enormities. 

“ We bring before you in Judgment, my 
“Lords, a publick Robber, an Adulterer, a 
“ Defili-r of AlTi\RS *, an Enemy of Ec- 
“ iigion and ail that is facred. In Sicil, lie fold 
“ a\l Employments of Judicature, Magidracy, 

“ and Truft, Places in the Council, and the 

* The Story of tbs Lord Wharton is true ; 
w, bo, cujjth fame other }\ r rcfcpcs, went into a 
Putyit, uud defied it iri the mof fit by Manner,. 

G 3 “ Prief - 
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** Priefthood itfelf, to the higheft Bidder ; and 
** hath plundered that Ifland of Forty MiL> 
Mt lions of Sefterces, And here I cannot bnt 
* t obferve to your Lordfhips, in what Manner 
“ Per res pafled the Day ; The Morning was 
4C (pent in taking Bribes and felling Employ- 
ments, the reft of it in Drunkennefs and 
* x Lull. His Difcourfe at Table was fcanda- 
“ loufly unbecoming the Dignity of his Sta*- 
tion j Noife, Brutality, and Obfcenenefiri. 
** One Particular I cannot omit ; that in the- 
“ high Char after of Governor of Sicily, uporr 
€i a folemn Day, a Day fet apart for publick. 
“ Prayer for the Safety of the Commonwealth, 
w he dole at Evening in a Chair, to a married 
“ Woman of infamous Charafter, againft alt 
ft Decency and Prudence, as well as againft 
“ all Laws both Human and Divine. Didft 
t{ thou think, O Per res ! the Government of 
“ Sicily was given thee with fo large a Com- 
million, only, by the Power of that, to 
break all the Bars of Law, Modefty, andDu- 
“ ty j to fuppofc all Mens Fortunes thine, and 
t( leave no Houfe free from thy Rapine or 
« Luft ? &c.” 

This Extraft, to deal ingenuoufly, hath coft 
me more Pains than I think it is worth ; having 
only ferved to convince me, that modern Cor- 
ruptions are not to be paralleled by ancient Ex- 
amples, without having Recourfe to Poetry or 
Fable. For inftance, I never read in Story of 
a Law enafted to take away the Force ot all 

Laws 
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Laws whatfoever $ by which a Man may fafely 
commit upon the laft of June what he would t 
infallibly be hanged for if he committed it 
on the frft of July ; by which the greateft 
Criminals may efcape, provided they con- 
tinue long enough in Power to antiqtiate 
their Crimes, and, by ftifling^ them a while, 
can deceive the Legiflature into an Amnefy $ of 
which the Enaftors do not at that Time fore- 
fee the Confequence. A cautious Merchant 
will be apt to fufpe&, when he finds a Man 
who has tne Repute of a cunning Dealer, and 
with whom he hath old Accounts, urging for a 
general Releafe. When I refleft on this Pro- 
ceeding, I am not furprifed that thofe who con- 
trived a Parliamentary Sponge for their Crimes , 
are now afraid of a new Revolution Sponge for 
their Money : And if it were poflible to contrive 
a Sponge that could only affeft: thofe , who had 
need of the other, perhaps it would not be ill 
employed. 



No. xvm. Thurfday, Dee ember; 7, 1710. 

Qttippe ubi fas <verfum atque nefas t tot bella per 
orbem, 

Tam mult# Scelerum facies — 

I Am often violently tempted to let the World 
freely know who the Author of this Paper 
is, to tell them my Name and Titles at 
length i which would prevent Abundance of in- 

conjfiflent 
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confiftent CEjticifmr. I daily hear -upon it. 
Thole who are Enemies to the Nouons anci Opi- 
nions I would advance, are lometimes apt to 
quarrel with the Examiner , as tlefe6live in 
Point of Wit, and lometimes of Truth. At 
other Times they are fo generous and candid to 
allow it is written by a Club, and that very 
great Hands have Fingers in it. As for thofe 
who only appear its Adverfaries in Print, they 
give me but very lutle Pain. The Paper I 
hold, lies at my Mercy, and I can govern it as 
I pleafe ; therefore, when I begin to find the- 
Wit too bright, the Learning too deep, ami the 
Satyr too keen fbrjne to deal with (a very fre- 
quent Cafe, no doubt, where a Man is con- 
ttantly attacked by fuch fhrewd Adverfaries) T 
peaceably fold it up, or fling it afide and read* 
no more. It would be happy for me to have* 
the fame Power over People's l ongues, and not} 
to he forced to hear my own Work railed at, , 
and commended, fifty times a Day 5 . affe&ing , 
all the while a Countenance wholly unconcern- 
ed, and joining, out of Policy or Good Man- - 
ners, with the Judgment of bothParties : This, 

I cdnfefs, is too great a Hardfhip foV fo baih- 
ful and unexperienced a Writer. 

But, alas, I lie under another Difcourage-f 
ment of much more Weight. I was very tin- , 
fortunate in the Choice of my Party, when I 
fet up to be a Writer. Where is the Merit, or 
what Opportunity to difeover our Wit, out 
Courage, or our Learning, in drawing our 
Pens for the DefenceT of u C'uufe, which the . 
Queen 
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Queen and botli Houfes of Pai'liament, and 
nine Parts in ten of the Kingdom, have fo una- 
Aimoufly embraced ? I am cruelly afraid we 
politick. Authors muft begin to leffen our Ex- 
pences, and lie, for the future, at the Mercy of 
our Printers. All Hopes are now gone of 
writing ourfelves into Places or Penfions. A 
certain ftarveling Author, who worked under 
the late Adminiftration, told me, with a heavy 
Heart, about a Month ago, that he, with fomc 
other of his Brethren, had fecretly offer’d their 
Service, dog-cheap, to the prefent Miniftry, 
but were all refufed ; and are now maintained 
by Contribution, like Jacobites or Fanaticks. 
I have been of late employed, out of perfefl 
Commiferation , in doing them good Offices \ 
For, whereas fome were of Opinion that thefe 
hungry Zealots fhould not be luffered any lon- 
ger in their malapert Way, to fnarl at the pre- 
fent Courfe of publick Proceedings ; and where- 
as others propofed that they fhould be limited 
to a certain Number, and permitted to write 
for their Makers , in the fame Manner as Conn- 
ie! are affigned for other Criminals $ that is, 
to fay all they can in Defence of their Client, 
but not reflect upon the Court. I humbly 
gave my Advice, that they fhould be ftiffered 
to write on, as they ufed to do j which I did 
purely out of regard to their Perfons j fori 
hoped it would keep them out of Harms-way, 
and prevent them from falling into evil Courfes 5 
^’hich, although of little Confequence to the 
Publick, would certainly be fatal to tbemfelves , 
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If I have room, at the Bottom of- this Paper 
I will tranfcribe a Petition to the prefent Mi- 
niftry, lent me by one of thefe Authors, in 
behalf of himfelf, and Fourfcore of his Bre- 
thren. 

For my own Part, notwithftanding the little 
Encouragement to be hoped for at this Time 
from Men in Power, I lhall continue my Pa- 
per ’till either the World or myfelf grow wea- 
ry of it: The latter is eafily determined ; and 
for the former, I fball not leave it to the Par- 
tiality of either Party, but to the infallible 
Judgment of my Printer. One principal End 
I defigned by it, was to undeceive tliofe well- 
meaning People, who have been drawn una- 
wares into a wrong Senfe of Things, either by 
the common Prejudices or Education and Com- 
pany, the great Perfonal Qualities of feme 
Party-leaders, or the foul Mifreprefentations 
that were conftantiy made of all who durft differ 
from them in the finalleft Article. I have known 
fuch Men ilruck with the Thoughts of l’ome. 
late Changes, which, as they pretend to think, 
were made without any Rcaion vilible to the 
World. In anfwer to this, it is not fufficient to 
alledge, what no body doubts, that a good and 
wife Prince may be allowed to change his Mi- 
nifters without giving a Rcafon to his Subje&s j 
becaufe it is probable that he will not make 
fuch a Change without very important. Rcafons j 
and a good Subject ought to fuppofe, that in 
fuch a Cafe there are inch Reaions, although 
he be not apprifed of them $ otherwife he mull 

inwardly 
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inwardly tax his Prince of Capricioufnefs, In- 
conftancy, or ,11 Defign. Such Rcafbns, in- 
deed, may not be obvious to Perfons preju- 
djiced, or at a great Diftance, or fhort Think- 
er i and therefore if they be no Secrets of State, 
f ™y. ^ Confluences to be apprehended 
l then Publication, it is no uncommendable 

a ?y nra l c Hand tola y them open 
for the Satisfaction of all Men. And, if what 
1 have already faid, or lhall hereafter fay, of 
this Kind, be thought to refleft upon Perfons. 
although none have been named, I know not 
how it can poflibly be avoided. The Queen, in 
nc, Speech, mentions, with great Concern, that 
the A avyand other Offices are burtbcned with 
heajvy Debts ; and defires that the like may be 

the Timc t0 come ' And » if it be 
? m P° m y e , to prevent the Continuance of an 
...! • at bat h been i° i° n g growing upon us, 
p" d 1S V nved to (uch a Height ; furely thofe 
ovmptions and Mifmanagements muff have 
deen great, which firft introduced them, before 
oui raxes were eaten up by Annuities. 

the • Pi ere able f° rip up and d if^ver, in all 
then Colours, only about Eight or Nine thou- 

and oi the mu ft fcandalous Abufes that have 
menV°? ln ^ tted in a11 Par ts ofpublick Manage - 
S Years P aft ’ b y a certain Set 

it V 1 nandtheirInft ruments, 1 fliould reckon 

Bui T ? erV1 , Ce to Coun try and Pofterity. . 
j\.,A ° tbe Truth, I fliould be glad the 
a ln ° rs ^ amcs wei 'e Conveyed to future Times 
a 1th tb^ir Aftions, For although the 

prefent 
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prefetit Age may underftand well enough the 
little Hints we give, the Parellels we draw, and 
the Characters we delcribe ; yet all this will be 
loft to the next;. However, if thefe Papers, re- 
duced into a more durable Form , Ihould happen 
to live until our Grand-children be Men, I hope 
they may have Curiofity enough to conftdt Ann- 
uals and compare Dates, in order to find out 
what Names were then intruded with the Con- 
<luCt of Affairs, in the Confequences whereof 
themfelves will fo deeply Ihare ; like a heavy 
Debt in a private Family, which often lies an 
Incumbrance upon an Eftate for three Gene- 
rations. 

But leaving the Care of informing Pofterity 
to better Pens, I lhall, with due Regard to 
Truth, Difcrction, and the Safety of ray Per- 
son from the Men of the ne-iv fangled Modera- 
tion , continue to take all proper Opportunities 
of letting the milled Part of the People fee how 
grolly they have been abufed, and in what Par- 
ticulars. I lhall alfo endeavour to convince 
them that the prefent Courfe we are in is the 
moft probable Means, with the Rleffing of God, 
to extricate ourfelvcs out pf all our Difficulties. 

Among thofe who are pleafed to write or 
talk againft this Paper, I have obferved a ftrange 
Manner of Reafoning, which I Ihould be glacf 
to hear them explain themfelves upon. They 
make no Ceremony of exclaiming, upon all 
Gccafions, againft a Change of Miniftry, info 
critical and dangerous a Conjun&ure. ' What 
lhall we, who heartily apprvye and join in 
- . thofe 
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thofe Proceedings, fay j„ Defence of them > 
We own the Juncture of Affairs to be as thev 
efcube : We are pufhed for an Anfwer and 
ore forced at lalt freely to eonfefs, thanhe CVe 
options and Abufes in every Branch of 

H^MUl* ^ ” umcrous and intolera- 
witK.'rf r Things mufthave ended i n Ruin 

r/r«d f ° mef P«<V Reformation. This I hare 

Plies I^hn el tC ^ !" a (ormcr Roper ; and the Re- 
nn * have read, or heard, have been in nlain 

J n r,o d f ^ ** di!e « contrary" ani t" 
anrlV Cf f nd - and ce l ebl 'ate the late Perfons 
and Proceedings but to threaten mewi^Law 

S”ft anC d e K f ° r Caffi "S Rcfleftions on fo 
rirtif aL a '^ h / 0 , n0Urab i e Men * wh ° k birth, 
T’on r Moral and Rdi- 

mu,-2bfiet V i H e,r C °“»fy, end In Con. 
Vail owed ^ard Tlf f ° univerral ' 

Comparifom d fl A- h,S fet off Wlth od *ous ' 
Is no? thi??n nl' a efl m , g ,° n o'" P1 ' efent Choice : 
the Wor d thf, n d lln ; ca Terms t0 **“ nil 
gercus Criii-bf the , Q H een hath > in a molt dan- 
snifters tf , ed °r f a w <iole Set of the bed 

any manner ofVT Plince - without 

and brou „h. of R eaIon > b «t her Royal Pleafure, 

tnntrary f Am! ? r , 3 Cha,aaer direSly 

tan coni' it -i Irowfovile an Opinion as this 
£«&!* t le u ft P'Ctence to Loyalty or 

.^confers myib i f r , itt ie a Rcfiner in Po ,._ 

M « ves |l c ° An i 6 '° tURtiver what other 

S tnfeof ’ DU M'i eS n bcd,enCe t0 '!’0 Qkeen, a 
Vol Yr k Da nge»*, and a true Love of , 

* ^ their 
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their Country, joined with invincible Courage, 
could fpirit up thofe great M cn v/ho have now, 
under her Majefty's Authority, undertaken the 
Direction of Affairs. What can they expert 
but the utmoft Efforts of Malice, from a Set of 
enraged domeftick Adverfaries, perpetually 
watching over their Condud, eroding all their 
Defigns, and uf;ng every Art to foment Divi- 
fions among them, in order to join with the 
weakeft, upon any Rupture ? The Difficulties 
they muff encounter are Nine times more and 
gi eater than ever ; and the Profpefls of Inte- 
reff, after the Reapings and Gleanings of fo ma- 
ny Years, Nine limes lels. Every Misfortune 
at home or abroad, although the neceffary Con- 
lequchces of former Counfels, will be imput- 
ed to them ; and all the good Succefs given to 
the Merit of former Schemes. A Sharper hath 
held your Cards all the Evening, plaid Booty, 
and loft your Money, and when Things are al- 
moft d'vijperate, you etnploy an honeft Gentle- 
man to retrieve your Loffes. 

I would afk, Whether the Queen's Speech 
doth not contain her Intentions, in every par- 
ticular, relating to the Publick, that a good 
Subjed, a Briton , and a P rot eft ant can poffibly 
have at Heart ? To carry on the IV ar in all its 
Parts, particularly hi Spain, with the utmojl 
Vigour, in order to procure a fafe and honour able 
Peace for Us and our Allies $ to find fome Ways 
cf paying the Dei ft of the Naay ; to fupport and 
encourage the Church of England} to preferve 

the 
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the Britifh Covfitution, according to the Union £ 
to maintain'' the Indulgence hj Law allowed to 
/crapulous Co'nfcienccs 5 and to employ none but 
fuch as are for the Protefant Succeffion in the 
Houfe of tyanover. It is known enough, that 
Speeches on thei'e Occaiions are ever digcfted 
by the Advice of thofe whotare in the chief 
Confidence ; and confcquently, that thei'e are 
the Sentiments of her Majcily’s Minifters, as 
well as ; : her own ; and we fee, the two Houfcs 
have unanimoufly agreed with her in every 
Article. When the leaft Counterpaces are 
made to any of thefe Rcfolutions, it will then be 
time enough for our Malecontents to bawl out 
Popery, Perfecution , Arbitrary Power , and the 
Pretender . 'In the mean while it is a little 
hard to think’that this Ifland can hold but fix 
Men of Honefty and Ability enough to ferve 
their Prince and Country ; or that our Safety 
fhouid depend upon their Credit, any more than 
it would upon the Breath in their Noftrils* 
Why fhouid not a Revolution in the Miniilry 
be fometimes necefiary, as well as a Revolution 
in the Crown ? It is to be prefumed the former 
is at leaft as lawful in itfelf, and perhaps the 
Experiment not quite fo dangerous. The Re- 
volution of the Sun about the Earth ,was former- 
ly thought a neceffary Expedient to folve Ap- 
pearances, although it left many Difficulties un- 
anfwered j until Philofophers contrived abetter, 

■ which is‘, that of the Earth's Revolution about 
the Sun. . This is found, upon Experience, to 

Ha lave 
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fave much Time and Labour, to corre£V ma- 
ny irregular Motions, and is better fiiited to 
the Relpc£l due from a Planet to & fixed Star. 

. \ 
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Sunt quibus in fiatyra * vidcar minis acer 3 & ultra 
Legem tender e opus : fine nereis altera quicquid 
Xlompofiui pars ejfie put at 



W HEN the Printer came lafl Week for 
his Copy, he brought along with him 
a Bundle of thole Papers, which/ in the Phrafe 
of Whig- Ccjfiee-hcufiesy have fiiving'd off the Ex- 
aminer / mod of which I "had never leen or 
heard of before. I remember, fome time ago, 
in one of the fiatlers , to have read a Letter, 
wherein ieveral Reafons are afligned for the 
prefent Corruption and Degeneracy of ourTafte j 
but I think the Writer hath omitted the princi- 
pal, which I take to be the Prejudice of Parties, 
Neither can I excufe either Side of this Infirmi- 
ty : I have heard the an anted Drivellers Pro 
and Con commended for their Shrewdnefs, even 
by Men of tolerable Judgment j and tire bed 
Performances exploded, as Nonfcnfe and Stu- 
pidity. This, indeed, may partly be imputed 
to Policy and Piudencej but it is chiefly ow- 
ing t<? that Biindnefs which Prejudice and Paf- 
‘ ' fioa 
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fion caft over the Underftanding : I mention 
this becauf'e I think it properly within my pro- 
vince, in Quality of Examiner. And, having 

r ented more titan is ufa a 1 for an Enemy to do, 
mull now take leave to lay, that fo weak a 
Caufe , and fo ruined a Fadion were never pro- 
vided with Pens more refembling their Condi- 
tion, or lefs fuited to their Occafions. 

Non iali auxilio , nec defenforibus iJUs> 

' Tempos eget 

This is the more to be wondered at, when 
wc confider that they have the full Liberty of 
the Prefs j that they have no other Way left to 
recover themfelves ; and that they want not Men 
of excellent Parts to let their Arguments in the 
beft Light they will bear. Now, if two Men 
would argue on both Sides with Fairnefs, good 
Senfe, and good Manners, it would be no ill 
Entertainment to the Town, and, perhaps, be 
the molt efte&ual Means to reconcile us. But 
I am apt to think, that Men of great Genius 
are hardly brought to proftitute their Pens in 
a. very odious Caufe j which, befides, is more 
properly undertaken by Noile and Impudence, 
by grofs Railing, and Scurrility, by Calumny 
and Lying, and by little trifling Cavils and 
Carpings in the wi’png Place, which thofe 
IF’biffiers ufe for Arguments and Anfwers. 

I was well enough pleafed with a Story ef 
one of thele Anfwerers, who, in a Paper laft 
Week, found many Faults with a Calculation 
- -• H 3 Of 
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of mine. Being;, it feems, more deeply learn- 
ed than his Fellows, he was reiolved to begin, 
his Anfwer with a Latin Verfe, as well as other 
Folks. His Bufinefs was to lock out for fbme- 
thing again 11 an Examiner that would pretend 
to tax Accounts ; and, turning over Virgil , hq 
had the Luck to find thefe Words, 



Fugiant exaniina taxos : 



• « 



So down they went, and out they would have 
come, if one of his unlucky F rcmpters had not 
hinder’d it. 

I here declare, once for all, that if thefe 
People will not be quiet, I fiiall take the Bread 
out of their Mouths, and am worth t Examiner 
myfelf ; which I proteft I have never yet done, 
although I have been often charged with it ; 
neither have thofe Anfwers been written or 
publilhed with my Privity, as malicious People 1 
are plealed to give out ; nor do I believe the 
common Vkiggijb Report, That the Authors 
are hired by the Miniftry, to give my Paper a 
Value. 

But the Friends of this Paper have given me 
more Uneafinefs with their Impatience, than 
its Enemies by their Anfwers. I heard myfelf 
cenlured, laft Week, by fome of the former, 
fpr prom Hi nr; to difcover the Corruptions of the 
late Adminiltration, but never performing any 
thing. The. latter, on the other Side, are 
thundering out their Anathemas againft me, for 

diicpYei'ing Jo many. J am at a Ws . b ow to 

, k desids 
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decide between thefe Contraries, and fhail 
therefore proceed my own Way, as I have hi- 
thertodone 5 my Deiign being of more Impor- 
tance than that of writing only to gratify the. 
Spleen of one Side, or provoke that of the 
other, although it may occafionally have both 
Effe&s. 

I (hall therefore go on to relate fome Fa6Is, 
that, in my humble Opinion, were no Hindrance 
to the Change of the Miniftry. 

The fivft I (hall mention, was that of intro- 
ducing certain new Phrafcs into the Court Style, 
which had been very feldom, or never, made 
uie of in former Times. They ufually ran in 
the following Terms : Madam , I cannot fer-ve 

'while fucb a One is in Employment. I define , 
Umbly , to rejign my ConimiJfion y if Mr. 
continues Secretary of State. I cannot anpwer 
that the City - will lend Monty, unlefs my 
'■7— be F ref dent of the Council. I mitjl beg 

leave to. fir render, except has the Si a T. 

I mufi net accept the Seals, unlefs comes into 

the other Office, This hath been the Language, 
ot late Years, from Subjects to their Prince. 
Thus they (food upon Terms, and mud have 
their own Conditions to ruin the Nation. Nay, 
this dutiful Manner of capitulating had fpre^i 
•° far, that every Under- (trapper began at 
length to perk up and afiuine i He expected a 
Regiment $ or his Sou mufi.be , a Major $ or bis 
brother a Collector y elie he threatned to vote ac^ 
Wdiug to bis Confidence* 

- . . ... . Another 
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Another of their glorious Attempts was the 
Claufe intended in the Bill for the Encourage- 
ment of Learning , by taking off the Obligation 
upon Fellows of Colleges, in both Univerfities, 
to enter upon Holy Orders; The Defign of 
which, as I have heard the Undertakers often 
confefs, was to remove the Care of educating 
Youth out of the Hands of the Clergy, who 
are apt to infufe into their Pupils too great a 
Regard for the Church and the Monarchy. 
But there was a farther Secret in this Clauie, 
which may beft be dif'covered by the Proje&ors, 
or, at leaft, the Garblers of it ; and tbefe 
are known to be Collins and Tindal, in Conjunc- 
tion with a moft pious Lawyer, their Difciple. 

What fhall we fay to their prodigious Skill in 
Arithmetick, difcovercd fo conftantly in their De- 
cifion of Elections ; where they were able to 
make out, by the Rule ofFalfe , that Three were 
more than Three and twenty, and Fifteen than 
Fifty ? Nay, it was a Maxim, which I never 
heard any of them difpute, that in determining 
EleClions they were not to confider where the 
Right lay, but which of the Candidates was 
likelier to be true to the Caufe. This they ufed 
to illuftrate by a very apt and decent Similitude 
of gaming with a Sharper ; if yon cannot cheat 
as well as he, you are certainly undone. 

Another Call: of their Politicks was that of 
endeavouring to impeach an innocent Lady,* 
for no Reafon imaginable, but her faithful and 

" * The Lady Mafham. 

djligent 
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diligent Service to the Queen, and the Favour 
her Majefty bore to her upon that Account, 
when others had a£ted contrary, in fo fhameful 
a Manner. What ell'e was the Crime ? Had 
fat treated her Royal Miftrefs with Infolcnec or 
Neglefl ? Had hie enriched herfelf \ by a h?ig 
Practice of Bribery , and obtaining exorbitant 
Grants ? Had hie engrpffed her Majcfy's Fa- 
vours, without admitting any Accefs but thro 
her Means ? Had hie heaped Employments upon 
herfelf her Family , and Dependants P Had (he 
an imperious haughty Behaviour ? Or, alter all, 
was it a perfefl Blunder, and Miftake of one 
Per fop for another ?• I have heard of a Man 
who lay all Night on a rough Pavement, and 
in the Morning wondering what it could pohibly 
be that made him reft lb ill, happening to iee a 
Feather under him, imputed the Unealinefs of 
his Lodging to that. I remember likewise the 
Story of a Giant in Rabelais , who ufed to Iced 
upon Windmills , but was unfortunately choaked 
with a fmall Lump of jrefh Butter , before a 
warm Oven. 

And here I cannot but obferve how upry re- 
fined fome People are in their Generohty and 
Gratitude. There is a certain great Perfon (I 
(hall not fay of what Sex) who for many Y ears 
part was the conftant Mark and Butt, againft 
which our prelent Malecontents ufed to dis- 
charge th.cir Refentment ; upon whom they be- 
llowed all the Terms of Scurrility that Malice, 
Envy, and Indignation could invent 5 whom 
they publickly accufed of every Vice that can 

poflefa 
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poflefs a human Heart ; Pride, Covetoiifnefs 
gratitude, Oppreffion, Treachery, Diffirm 
tion. Violence, and Fury, all in the ^ 
Extremes i But of late they have changed tl 
Language on ^ fudden ; that Perfon is none 
moft faithful arid juft lhat ever ferved a Prill 
that Perfon/ originally differing from them ii 
Principles, as far as Eaft from Weft, but ur * 
in Practice, and failing together, they are 
reconciled, and find twenty Refemblances 
. tween each other, which they could nei 
cover before. Tanti ejl y ut placeam tibi , 
rire l , 

But to return : How could it be lonj 
fered in a free Nation, that all Avenues 
ferment Ihould be fhut up, except a 
when one or two ftcod conftant Gentry y 
docked all Favours handed down, or f 
huge invifible Net between the Prince and 
■jeift, through which nothing of Value could 
pafs ? And here I cannot but admire at one 
,Confequence from this Management, which is 
1 of ah extraordinary Nature. Generally fpeak- 
|ng, princes, who have ill Minifters, are apt 
to fufter in their Reputation, as well as ini 
Love of the People : But it was not fo with 
Queen. When the Sun is overcaft by thofe 
Clouds he exhale^ from the Earth, we ftill ac- 
knowledge his Light and Influence, and at 
laft find he can difpel, and drive them down to the 
Horizon. Thewifeft Prince, by the Necefiity 
of Affairs, the Mifreprefentations of defigning 
Men, or the innocent Miftakes even of a good 

Predeceflor, 



Digitized by Google 



No. xix ‘EXAMINER. 8 ; 

Predeceffor, may find himfelf encompaffed by a 
Crew of Courtiers whom Time, Opportunity, 
and Succefs have fniferably corrupted. And if 
he can fave himfelf and his People from Ruin, 
under the <zvorJl Ad mini fruition, what may not 
his Subjects hope for, when, with their univer- 
fal Ap'plauie, he changetli Hands, and maketh 
ufe.of the bcfl ? • 

Another great Obj'e&ion with me againft the 
late Party, was the cruel Tyranny they put up- 
on Confcience, by a barbarous Inquijition , re- 
fining to admit the Icaft 'Toleration or Indulgence. 
They impofed an hundred Tejls , but could ne- 
ver be prevailed on to diffenfe with, or take off 
the fmalleft, or even admit of occaf.onal Con- 
formity j but went on daily (as their Apoftle 
Tindal exprefifeth it) narrowing their Terms of 
Communion, pronouncing Nine Parts in Ten of 
the Kingdom Herelicks, and fnutting them out 
of die Pale of their Church., Thefe very Men 
who talk fo much of a Comprchcnfton in Religion 
among us, how came tney to allow fo little of 
it in Politicks, which is their Sole Religion ? You 
lhall hear them pretending to bewail the Ani- 
moiines kept up between the Church of England 
and Difllnters, where the Differences in Opi- 
nion are fo few and inconfiderable ; yet thefe. 
very- Sons of Moderation were plea fed to excom - 
mvnicate every Man who difagreed with them 
in the fmalleft Article of their Political Creed , 
or who refufed to receive any new Article, how 
difficult foever to digefl:, which the Leaders iin- 
l’Oil'4 at Pleafure, to feive their own Intereft. 

I will 
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. I will quit this Sufejeft for the prefent, when 
I have told one Story. “ There was a great 
*•' King in Scjihia , whole Dominions were 
<c bounded on the North by the poor moun- 
<£ tain ous Territories of a petty Lord, who 
<{ paid Homage, as the King's Vaffal. The 
‘ : Scj th'ian Prime Minijier , being largely bribed , 1 
“ indirectly obtained his Matter’s Confent to 
“ differ this Lord to build Forts, and provide 
tc himfelf with Arms, under Pretence of pre- 
<c venting the Inroads of the Tartars. This 
little depending Sovereign, finding he was 
<c now in a Condition to be troublelome, be- 
“ gan to iufrft upon Terms, and* threatened, 
ec upon every Occafion, to unite with the Tar- 
tl tars: Upon which the Prin\e M'mijicr, wh<? 
,e began to be in Pain about his Head, propofed 
“ a Match betwixt his Maher and the only 
“ Daughter of this tributary Lord, which he 
fi had the good Luck, to bring to pafs; and 
“ from that Time valued hinrlelf as Av.thor of 
<c a nroft glorious Union , which indeed was 
** grown of abfolute NecefTity by his Corrup- 
,l tion." This Paffage, cited literally from an’ 
old Hiftory of Sarjnaiia , I thought fit to fet 
down, on purpofe to perplex little {’mattering 
Remarkers, and put them upon the hunt f or an 
Application. 
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No. xx. TJ;urfday, December n, 1710. 

j Pugnacem fcirent fapiente minor em, 

I Am very much at a Lofs how to proceed up- 
on the Subje& intended in this Paper, 
which a new Incident hath led me to engage in. 
The Subjcft I mean, is that of Soldiers and the 
Army j but being a Matter wholly out of my 
Trade, I lhall handle it in as cautious a Man- 
ner as I am able. 

It is certain that the Art of War hath fuller- 
ed great Changes, almoft in every Age and 
Country of the World ; however,' there are 
lome Maxims relating to it that will be eternal 
Truths, and which every reafonable Man muff 
allow. 

In tiie early Times of Greece and Rome , the 
Armies of thole States were compofed of their 
Citizens, who took, no Pay, becaufe the Quar- 
rel was their own, and therefore the War was 
ufually decided in one Campaign j or, if it 
lafted longer, yet in Winter the Soldiers return- 
ed to their feveral Callings, and were not dif- „ 
tinguifhed from the reit of the People. The 
Gotbick Governments in Europe, altlio’ they 
were of military Inftitution, yet obferved almolt 
the fame Method. I fliall inftance only here in 
England:- Thole who held Lands in capite of 
the K.ing, were obliged to attend him in his 
Wars, with a certain Number of Men, who all 
Vol.XI. I held 
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i held Lands from them at eafyRents, on thatCon- 
dition. Thefe fought without Pay ; and, when 
the Service was over, returned again to their 
Farms. It is recorded of lV;li:am Rufus, that, 
being abfent in 'Normandy , and engaged in a 
War with his Brother, he ordered twenty thou* 
fand Men to be railed and lent over from hence 
to fupply his Army ; but having ftruck up a 
Peace before they were embarked, he gave 
them leave to dilband, upon Condition they 
would pay him ten Shillings a Man, which 
amounted to a mighty Sum inthofe Days. 

Confider a Kingdom as a great Family, 
whereof the Prince is the Father, and it will 
appear plainly that mercenary Troops are only 
Servants armed, either to awe the Children at 
home, or elfe to defend, from Invaders, the 
Family, who are otherwife employed^ and 
chufe to contribute out of their Stock for paying 
their Defenders, rather than leave their Affairs 
to be neglefled in their Abfence. The Art of 
making Soldiery a Trade, and keeping Annies 
in Pay, feems in Europe to have had two Ori- 
ginals ; the firft was U/urpaMon , when popular 
Men deltroyed the Liberties of their Country,' 
and feized the Power into their own Hands, 
which they were forced to maintain by hiring 
Guards to bridle the People. Such were an- 
ciently the tyrants in molt of the imall States of 
, Greece ; and luch were thole in feveral Parts of 
Italy, about three or four Centuries ago, as 
Machiavel informs us. The other Original of 
mercenary Armies feems to have rilen from 

' - larger 
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larger Kingdoms, or Commonwealths, which 
hadfubdued Provinces at a Diltance, and were 
forced to maintain Troops upon them, to pre- 
vent InfurreCtions from the Natives. Of this 
Sort were Macedon , Carthage , and Rome of 
©Id } Venice and Holland , at this Day 5 as well 
as mod Kingdoms of Europe. So that raerce- 
( nary Forces in a free State, whether Monarchy 
or Common-wealth, feem only neceffary, either 
for prelerving their Conquefts (which in liich 
Governments it is not prudent to extend too far) 
or elfc for maintaining a War at a Diftance . 

In this laft, which atprefent is our molt im- 
poitant Cafe, there are certain Maxims that all 
wife Governments have obferved. 

* The fird: I lhall mention is, That no private 
Man fiiould have a Commiflion to be General 
for Life, let his Merit and Services be ever fo 
great. Or, if a Prince be unadvifedly brought 
to offer fuch a CommifTion in one Hand, let him 
(to fave Time and Blood) deliver up his Crown 
with the other. The Romans , in the Height 
and Perfection of their Government, ufually 
fent out one of their-new Confu/s to be General 
; againil their mod: formidable Enemy, and re- 
called the old one, who often returned before 
the next Election 5 and, according as he had 
Merit, was lent to command in lbme • other 
Part, which, perhaps, was continued to him for 
afecond, and fometimes a third Year. But if 
Paulus JEmilius, or Scipio himlelf, had prefumed 
to move the Senate to continue their Commifo 
fans for Life , they would certainly have fallen a 

I 1 . Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice to the Jealoufy of the People. Cafar, 
indeed (between whom and a certain General , 
fome of late, with much Dilcretion, have made 
a Parallel) had his Command in Gaul conti- 
nued to him for five Years, and was afterwards 
made perpetual Diftator, that is to fay General 
for Life , which gave him the Power and the 
Will of utterly deftroying the Roman Liberty. 
But in his Time the Remans were very much 
degenerated, and great Corruptions had crept 
into their Morals and* Difcipline. However, 
we fee there ftifl were fome Remains of a noble 
Spirit among them $ for when Cafar fent to 
be chofen Conful, notwithftanding his Abfence, 
they decreed he fhould come in Perfon, give 
up his Command, and petere more majorum. 

It is not impoflible but a Genet'al may defire 
fuch a Commiffion out of Inadvertency, at the 
InJIigation cf his Friends , or, perhaps, of his 
Enemies $ or merely for die Benefit and Honour 
of it, without intending any fuch dreadful Con- 
sequences \ and in that Cafe a wife Prince, or 
State, may barely refufe it, withbnt (hewing 
any Marks of their Difpleafure. But the Re- 
queft, in its own Nature, is highly criminal, 
and ought to be entered lo upon Record, to 
terrify others , in Time to come, from venturing 
to make it. 

Another Maxim to be obferved by a free 
State engaged in War, is to keep the Military 
Power in abfolute Subjeftion to the Civil, nor 
ever fit her the former to influence or interfere 
with the latter. A General and his Army are. 

Servants, 
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Servants, hired by the Civil Power, to aft as 
they are direfted from thence, and with a Com- 
miffion, large or limited, as the Adminiltrarion 
fhall think fit ; for. which they are largely paid 
in Profit and Honour. The whole Syftem by 
; which Armies- are governed, is quite alien from 
the peaceful Inftitutions of States at home ; and 
if the Rewards be fo inviting as to tempt a Se- 
nator to take a Poll in the Army, whilft he is 
there on his Duty., he ought to confider himfelf 
in no other Capacity. I know not any Sort of 
Men lb apt as Soldiers are, to reprimand thofe 
who preiume to interfere in what relates to their 
Trade. When they hear any of us, in a Cof- 
fee-houfe, wondering that fuch a Viftory was 
not purfued ; complaining that Inch a Town 
cofl more Men and Money than it was worth 
to take it; or. that fuch an Opportunity was 
loft of fighting the Enemy ; they prefentiy re- 
prove us, and often with Juftice enough, for 
meddling in Matters out of our Sphere ; and 
clearly convince us of our Miftakes, in Terms 
of Art that none of us underftand. Nor do we 
efcape fo ; for ■. they refieft, with the utrnoll 
Contempt, on our Ignorance ; that we, who lit 
at home with Eale and Security, never ftirring * 
from our Fire-fides, fhould pretend, from Books,, 
and general Real'on, to argue upon military 
Affairs ; which, after all, if we may judge from 
the Share of Intelleftuals in fome who are faid 
to excel that Way, is not fo very profound, or 
difficult a Science. But if there be any Weight 
in what they pffer,* as perhaps there may he a 
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great deal, furely thefe Gentlemen have a mtich 
weaker Pretence to concern themfelves in Mat- 
ters of the Cabinet, which are always either far 
above, or much beiide their Capacities. Sol- 
diers may as well pretend to prel'cribe Rules for 
Trade, to determine Points in Philofophy, to 
be Moderators in an Aflembly of Divines, or 
direft in a Ccurt of Juftice, as to mifplace their 
Talent in examining Affairs of State, efpecially 
in what relates to the Choice of Miuifiers , who 
are never fo likely to be ill chofen as when ap- 
proved by them. It would be endlefs to fhew 
how pernicious all Steps of this Nature have 
been, in many Parts and Ages of the World. 
I fhall only produce two at prefent ; one in 
Rome , the other in England. The firft is of 
Ceefar ; When he came to the City with his 
Soldiers to fettle the Minifry y there was an End 
of their Liberty for ever. The fecond was in 
the great Rebellion againft King Charles tire 
Firft : The King and both Houfes were agreed 
upon the Terms of a Peace j but the Officers of 
the Army (as Ludlow relates it) fet a Guard 
upon the Houfe of Commons, took a Lift of 
the Members, and kept all by Force out of the 
‘ Houfe, except thofe who were for bringing the 
King to a Trial. Some Years after, when 
they erefled a Military Government, and ruled 
the Ifland by Major Generals , we received moft 
admirable Inftances of their Skill in Politicks. 
To fay the Truth, fuch formidable Sticklers 
can have but two Reafons for defiring to inter- 
fere in.the A dminift ration } the firft is that of 

. Ceefar 
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Cafar and Cromwell, of which God forbid I 
fhould accufe or fufpeft any body, flnee the fe- 
cond is pernicious enough, and that is To pre- 
ferve tbofe in Power who are for perpetuating a 
War , rather than fee others advanced, who, they 
are Jure , will ufe all proper Means to promote a 
fafe and honourable Peace. 

Thirdly, fince it is oblerved of Armies, that 
in the prefent Age they ire brought to fome 
Degree of Humanity, and a more regular De- 
meanour to each other, and to the World, than 
informer Times, it is certainly a good Maxim 
to endeavour preferving this T emper among 
them ; without which they would foon degene- 
rate into Savages. To this End it would be 
prudent, among other Things, to forbid that 
deteftable Cufiom of drinking to the Damnation , 
or Confujion , of any Perfon whatfoever. 

Such defperate A6ls, and the Opinions in- 
fufed along with them into Heads already in- 
flamed by Youth and Wine, are enough to 
fcatter Madnefs and Sedition through a whole 
Camp. So feldom upon their Knees to pray, 
and fo often to curfe ! This is not properly 
Atheil’m, but a Sort of Anti-religion preferibed 
by the Devil, and which an Athcift of common 
Senfe would l’corn as an Abl'urdity. I have heard 
it mentioned as a common Pra61ice laft Au- 
tumn, fomewhere or other , to drink Damnation 
and Confujion (and this with Circumllances very 
aggravating and horrid) to the new Minify, 
and to thole who had a?iy Hand in turning out 
the old, that is to fay, to thple Perfon s whom 
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her Majefty has thought fit to employ in her 
greateft Affairs, with fomething more than a 
Glance again/? the Queen her j'elti And if it be 
true, that tbele Orgies were attended with cer- 
tain doubtful Words , of /landing by their General, 
who, without Queftion, abhorred them, let any 
Man conlider the Confequer.ee of fiich Difpofi- 
tions, if they lhould happen to fpread. 1 could 
only wifh, for tlie Hbnourofthe Army, as well 
as of the Queen and Miniftry, that a Remedy 
had been applied to the Dii'eafe in the Place and 
Time where it grew. If Men of fiich Principles 
were able to propagate them in a Camp, and 
were fin e of a General for Life who had any 
Tin£lurc of Ambition, we might locn bid fare- 
wel to Minifters and Parliaments, whether 
ijew or old. 

I am only forry fuch an Accident hath hap- 
pened towards the Clofe of a War, when it is 
chiefly the Intcreft of thofe Gentlemen who 
have Pofts in the Army, to behave themfelves 
in fuch a Manner as might encourage the Legi-- 
fiature to make fome Provifion lor them, when 
there will be no further need of their Service. 
They are to Gonfider themfelves as Perfons, by 
their Education, unqualified for many other ’ 
Stations of Life. Their Fortunes will not Puf- 
fer them to retain to a Party after its Fall, nor , 
have they Weight or Abilities to help to- 
wards its Refur reel ion. Their future Depen- 
dence is wholly upon the Prince and Parliament, 
to which they will never make their Way by 
folemn Execrations of the Minifry \ a Miniffry 
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of the Queen’s own Ele&ion, and fully anfwer- 
ing the Wiflies of her People. This unhappy 
Step in fome of their Brethren may pafs for an 
uncontroulable Argument, that Politicks are 
not their Bufinefs, or their Element. The 
Fortune of War hath raifed feveral Perfons up 
to fwelling Title?, and great Commands over 
Numbers of Men, which they are too apt to 
transfer along with them into Civil Life, and 
appear in all Companies as if they were at the 
Head of their Regiments, with a Sort of De- 
portment that ought to have been dropt behind 
in that fhort Paftage to Harwich. It puts me 
in mind of a Dialogue in Lucian , where Charon 
wafting one of their Predeceffors over Styx , 
ordered him to ftrip off his Armour and fine 
Cloatlis, yet ftill thought him too heavy $ .But, 
faid he, put off likenxnfe that Pride and Pre~ 
fumption, thofe high j welling Words, and that 
Vain -glory ; becaufe they were of no ufe on the 
other Side the Water. Thus, if all that Ar- 
ray of Military Grandeur were confined to the 
proper Scene, it would be much more for the 
Intereft of the Owners, and lefs offenfive to 
their Fellow Subjcfls. r '' 
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No. xxi. Thurfday , December 28, 1710. 

Nam l,i major' uni injlituta tueri , Jhcris ceremo- 
nitfpie retinendis , fafuntis (Jl. 

• h 

— — Ruituraque femfyer 
St at (minimi) moles. 

» 

W Hoever is a true Lover of our Conftitu- 
tion, imift needs be p'ealetl to fee 
what fuccefsfuJ Endeavours are daily made to 
reftore it, in every Branch, to its ancient Form, 
from the langni filing Condition it hath long 
lain in, and with fuch deadly Symptoms. 

I have already handled fome Abufes during 
the late Management , and fliall, in convenient 
Time, go on with the reft. Hitherto I have 
confined myfelf to tliofe of the State j but, 
wdth the good Leave of fome who think it a 
Matter of final] moment, I fliall now take Li- 
Ijerty to fay fometliing of the Church. 

For leveral Years paft, there hath not, I 
thmk, in Europe , been any Society of Men up- 
on fo unhappy a Foot as the Clergy of England ; 
or more hardly treated by thole very Perfons 
from whom they deferred much better Quar- 
ter, and in whole Power they chiefly had put 
it to ufe them fo ill. I would not willingly 
mifieprefent Fafts, but I think it is generally * 
allowed, by Enemies and Friends, that the 
bold and brave Defences made before the Re- 
volution, 
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e vo\ution , againft thofe* many Invafions ot our 
Rights, proceeded principally from the Clergy; 
who’ are likcwiie known to have rejected all 
Advanced made them to clofe with the Mea- 
fures at that Time concerting ; while the Dif- 
fenters , to gratify their Ambition and Re- 
venge, fell into the bafeft Compliances with the 
Court, approved of all Proceedings by their 
numerous and fulfome Addrefles, and took 
Employments and Commiluons by Virtue of 
• the dilpenfing Power, againft the direCl Laws 
of the Land. All this is fo true, that if ever 
the Pretender comes in, they will, next to 
thole of his own Religion, have the faireft 
Claim and Pretenfions to nis Favour, from 
their Merit and eminent Services to his fuppof- 
ed Father, ■who, without Inch Encouragement, 
would probably never have been milled to go 
the Lengths he did. It lliuuld likewife be re- 
membered, to the everlafting Honour of the 
London Divines, that in thole dangerous Times 
they writ and published the belt Collection of 
Argun tents againft Popery that ever appeared 
in the World. At the Revolution, the Body 
of the Clergy joined heartily in the common 
Caufe (except a few, whole Sufferings, per- 
haps, have atoned for their Miftakes) like Men 
ft who are content to go about, for avoiding 3 
Gulph or a Precipice, but come into the old 
ftrait Road again, as foon as they can. But 
another Temper had now begun to prevails 
For, as in the Reign of King l harles the Firft, 
feveral weli-mcaning People were ready to 
' ‘ ' join 
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join in reforming loine ^buies, while others, 
who had deeper Defigns, were (till calling cut 
for a thorough Reformation , which ended at 1 aft 
in the Ruin .of the • Kingdom ; fo, after the 
late King's coming to the Throne, there was a 
reftleis Crv, from Men of the fame Principles , 
for a thorough Resolution, which, as fome were, 
carrying it on, mull have ended in the Deftruc- 
tion of the Monarchy and Church. 

What a violent Humour hath run ever fince 
again!! the Clergy, and from what Corner 
fpread and fomented, is, I believe, manifeft to 
all Men. It looked like a fet Quarrel againft^ 
Chrifianity ; and, if we call to mind feveral of 
th e Leaders, it muft, in a great mealure, have 
been a<Shially fo. Nothing was more common 
in Writing and Con verfation than to hear that' 
Reverend Body charged in grofs with what 
was utterly inconfillent ; deipiled for their Po- 
verty, hated for their Riches $ reproached with 
Avarice, and taxed with Luxury j accufcd for 
promoting arbitrary Power, and for refiftine 
the Prerogative ; confuted for their Pride, ana 
Jtcomed for their Meannefs of Spirit. The 
Reprcfentatives of the lower Clergy were rail- 
jetl at, for difputing the Power of the Bifhops, 
by the known Abhorrers of Epifcopacy ; and 
abufed for doing nothing in the Convocations, 
by thofe very Men who helped to bind up 
their Hands. The Vice, the Folly, the Igno- 
rance of every fingle Man, were laid upon the 
Chara&er : Their Juri!di6!ion, Cenfures, and 
Difcipline trampled under Foot, yet migh- 
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■ty Complaints againft their excefllve Power : 
The Men of Wit employed to turn the Prieft- 
Iiood into Ridicule : In Ihort, groaning every 
where under the Weight of Poverty, Oppref- 
Cpnteinpt, and Obloquy. A fair Re- 
tjhe Time and Money fpent in their 
t*oi», 4o fit them for the Service of the 
ar fj and a feir Encouragement for worthy 
J come into the Church ! However, 
ay be fome Comfort for Perfons of that 
J^^p^^jthat their Divine Founder, as 
« well as ciis Harbinger, met with the like Re- 
ception : John came neither eating nor drinking , 
a ad they Jay be bath a De*v\l ; the Son oj ' Man 
came eating and drinking, and they fay. Behold 
41 Glutton and a Wine-bibber , &c. 

' In this deplorable State of the Clergy, no- 
thing but the Hand of Providence, working 
by its glorious' Inftrument the Queen, could 
have been able to turn the People’s Hearts fo 
furprjftngly in their Favour. This Princefs, 
4^iined.for the Safety of Europe, and a Blef- 
ttSj to lier Subje6b, began her Reign with i 
noble Repefaftion to the Church j and it was 
iibpied the Nation would have followed fuch 
/an Example j which nothing could have pre»* 
vented but the falie Politicks of a Set of Men, 
who* form their Maxims upon thofe of every 
tottering Commonwealth, which is always 
firuggling for Life, fublifting by Expedients, 
and often at the Mercy ot every powerful 
Neighbour. Thefe Men take it into their 
Imagination, that Tiade can never flourifli, 
Yol. XI. K unlels 
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unlrfs the Country becomes a common Recep- 
tacle for all Nations, Religions, and Lan- 
guages 5 a Syftem only proper for fmall po- 
pular States, but altogether unworthy and be- 
low the Dignity of an Imperial Crown j which, 
with us, is heft upheld by a Monarch > ~ 

feilion of his juft Prerogative, a f~ 

Nobles and of Commons, and a C 
hlilhed in its due Rights, wit 
tenance by Law. But tliefe ! 
the Spirit of Shop-keepers to frame Rulfcs for 
the Ailminiftration of Kingdoms 5 of, as if 
they thought the whole Alt of Government 
con lifted in the Importation of Nutmegs and 
the Curing of Herrings, Such an Illand as ours 
can aftbrd enough to lupport the Majefty of 
a Crown, the Honour of a Nobility, and the 
Dignity of a Mngiftracy : We can encourage 
Arts and Sciences, maintain our Bifhops and 
Clergy, and fufter our Gentry to live in a de- 
cent, hofpitable Manner j ‘ yet ftiil there will 
remain Hands fufiicient for Trade and Manu- 
fa<5lures, which do always, indeed, deferve the 
heft Encouragement, but not to a Degree of 
fending every living Soul into the IVareboufe or 
li'orkhoufe. ' 

. This Pedantry of Republican Politicks hath 
done infinite Miichief among us. To this we 
owe thole noble Schemes of treating Chrifti- 
anity as a Syftem o \ Speculative Opinions, which 
no Man fhould be bound to believe ; of mak- 
ing the Being, and the Worfhip of God, a 
, Creature ol the State ; in confequence of thefe, 

« • that 
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that the Teachers of Religion ought to hold 
their Maintenance at Plealure, or live by the 
Alms and charitable Collection of the People, 
and be equally encouraged of all Opinions ; 
that they Ihould beprefcribed what to teach, by 
thole who are to learn from them, and, upon 
Default, have a Staff and a Pair of Shoes left 
at their Door •, with many other Projects of 
equal Piety, Wifdom, and Good-nature. 

But, God be thanked, they and their Schemes 
are vanifhed, and their Places jhall know them 
' no more . When I think of that Inundation of 
Atheifm, Infidelity, Profanenefs, and Licen- 
tioufnefs, which was like to overwhelm us, 
from what Mouths and Hearts it fit ft proceeded, 
and how the People joined with the Queen’s 
Endeavours to divert'this Flood ; I cannot but 
reflect on that remarkable Paflage in the Reve- 
lations, where the Serpent with SEVEN Heads 
cajl out of his Mouth Water after the Woman like 
a Flood, that he might caufe her to be carried, 
away of the Flood : But the E A R TH helped 
the Woman, Hind the Earth opened her Mouth, 
and Jhvallowed up the Flood which the Dragon 
tad caft out of his Mouth. For the Queen 
having changed her Miniltry fuitable to her 
own Wifdom and the Withes of her Subjects,', 
and having called a Free Parliament, and at 
the fame time fummoned the Convocation, by 
her Royal Writ, as in all Times had been ac- 
cu/omed ; and foon after their Meeting, fent a 
molt gracious Letter to the Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, to be communicated to the Bifliops and 
. K 2 Clergy 
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Clergy of his Province ; taking Notice of the 
loofe and projane Principles •which had been 
openly fcattered and propagated among her Sub- 
jects : That the Confutations of the Clergy river e 
Particularly requijite to reprefs and prevent fuck 
daring Attempts , Jor •which her Subjects , front 
all Parts of the Kingdom, have fhewn their jufl 
• Abhorrence : She hopes the Endeavours of the 
' Clergy, in this Refpefl, vAU. not be unfuccefsful ; 
and Jor her Part , is ready to give them all ft 
Encouragement to proceed in the Difpatcb of 
fuch Bujmefs as properly belongs to them $ and to 
grant them Powers requifite to carry on fogood a 
Work : In Conclufion, earnefly recommending 
to them, to avoid Difputes ; and determining to 
do all that in her lies to comp of e and extinguijb 
them . 

t It is to be hoped, that this laft Part of her 
Majefty’s Letter will be the firft {he will pleafe. 
to execute ; for, it feems, this very Letter 
created the firft Difpute; the Fa6l whereof was 
thus related : The Upper-Houfe having formed 
an Addrefs to the Queen, before they received 
her Majefty’s Letter, fent both Addrefs and 
Letter together, to the Lower Houfe, with a 
Meflage excufmg their not mentioning the Let- 
ter in the Addrefs, becaufe this was formed be- 
fore the other was received. The Lower Houfe 
returned them, with a Defire, That an Addrefs 
might be formed, with due Regard and Ac- 
knowledgements for the Letter. After fome 
Difficulties, the fame Addrefs was fent down 
again, with a Claufe inferted, making fome 

{holt 
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fhort mention of the faid Letter. This the 
Lower Houfe did not think lliiiicicnt, and fent 
it back again, with the fame Requefl : Where- 
upon the Archbifnop, after a fhoit Confuitation 
with fome of his Brethren, immediately ad- 
journed the Convocation for a Month $ and no 
Addrefs at all was fent to the Queen. 

I understand not Ecclefiaftical Affairs well 
enough to comment upon this Matter ; but it 
feems to me, that all Methods of doing Service 
to the Church and Kingdom, by means of a 
Convocation , may be at any Time eluded, if 
there be no Remedy againlt fuch an Incident. 
And, if this Proceeding be agreeable to the In- 
ilitution, fpiritual Ajjembiies mud needs be 
ftrangely contrived, very different from any 
Lay Senate yet known in .the World. Surely, 
from the Nature of fuch a Synod , it mull be a 
very unhappy Circumftance, when the Majo- 
rity of the Bifhops draws one Way, and that 
of the Lower Clergy another. The latter, . I 
think, are not at this Time lufpefted for any 
Principles bordering upon thole profefied by 
Enemies to Epifcopacy 5 and if they happen to . 
differ from the greater Part of the prefent Set of 
Bimops, I doubt it will call fome Things to 
mind, that may turn the Scale of general Fa- 
vour on the interior Clergy's Side j. who, with 
a- profound Duty to her Majefty, are perfectly 
pleafed with the prefent Turn of Affairs. Be- , 
fides, curious People will be apt to enquire into 
the Dates of fome Promotions , to 'call to mind 
vdiat Dcligns were then upon the Anvil ; and 
: K 3 from 
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from thence make malicious Dedu&ions. Per- 
haps they will obferve the Manner of voting on 
the Bilhop’s Bench, and compare it with what 
lhall pafs in the Upper Houle of Convocation. 
There is, however, one Comfort, that under 
the prelent Dil'pofitions of the Kingdom, a 
Difl ke to the Proceedings of any of their Lord- 
fhips, even to the Number of a Majority, will 
be purely per joned, and not turned to the Diiad- 
vantage of the Order. And for my Part, as I 
am a tine Lover of the Church, I had rather 
find the Inclinations of the People favourable to 
Epifcopacy in general, than fee a Majority of 
Prelates cried up by thofe who are known Ene- 
mies to the Character. Nor, indeed, hath any 
thing given me more Offence, for feveral Years 
palf, than to obferve how fosne of that Bench 
have been careffed by certain Perfons ; and 
others of them openly celebrated by the infa- 
mous Pens of Atheifts, Republicans, and Fa- 
. naticks. 

Time and Mortality can only remedy tliefe 
Inconveniencies in the Church, which are not 
to be cured, like thofe in the State, by a Change 
of Mini jiry. If we may guefs at the T emper of 
a Convocation, from the Choice of a Prolocutor , 
as it is uliial to do that of a Houfe of Commons 
by the Speaker , we may expeft great Things 
from that Reverend Body, who have done 
themfelves much Reputation by pitching upon 
a Gentleman of fo much Piety, Wit, and Learn* 
irig, for that Office ; and one who is io tho- 
roughly veried in thole Parts of Knowledge 

.which 
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which are proper for it. I am forry that the 
three Latin Speeches, delivered upon prefenting 
the Prolocutor , were not made pubiick ; they 
might, perhaps, have given us lome Light in- 
to the Difpofvtion of each Houfe : And befides, 
one of them is faid to be fo peculiar in the Style 
and Matter, as might have made up in Enter- 
tainment what it wanted in Inftruftion. t 



No. xxii. Thurfday, January 4, 1710. 

Nulla funt occultiorcs infidia , quam ea qua latent 
in fimulatione officii , aut in aliquo necejjitudi- 
nis nomine. 

T HE following Anfwer is written in the 
true Style, and with the ufual Candour 
of luch Pieces $ which I have imitated to the 
belt of my Skill, and doubt not but the 
Reader will be extremely fatisfied with it. 

The EXAMINER Crofs-exami ned ; or, 
A full Anfwer to the laf EXAMINER. 

I F I durft be fo bold with this Author, I 
would gladly afle him a familiar Queftion ; 
Pray , Sir, nuho , made you an Examiner ? He 
talks, in one of his infipid Papers, of Eight or 
Nine Thoufand Corruptions, while JVe are at the 



Digitized by Google 




10+ EXAMINER. No. xxn. 
Head of Affairs ; yet, in all this Time, he 
hath hardly produced Fifty : 

Parturiunt montes, &c* Hor. 

But I (hall confine myfelf, at prefent, to his laft 
Paper. He tells ms, The t^ueen began her 
Reign wjtb a noble Benefaction to tbe Church . 
Here’s Priefl craft with a Witncfs ! This is the 
conftant Language of your High-fliers , to call 
thole who are hired to teach the Religion cf the 
Magiflrate , by the Name of the Church. But 
this is not all ; for in the very next Line he 
fays, It • was hoped the Nation would have fol- 
lowed this Example. • You fee the FaCtion be*- 
gins already to fpeak out : This is an open De- 
- mand for the Abbey Lands ; this furious Zea- 
lot would have us Priefl-ridden again, like our 
Popilh Anceftors •, but it is to be hoped the - 
Government will take timely Care to liippvefs 
fuch audacious Attempts j elfe we have i'pent 
fo much Blood and Treafure to very little Pur- 
•pofe, in maintaining Religion and the Revolu- 
tion. But what can we expeft from a Man, 
who at one Blow endeavours to ruin our Trade? 

A Country , fays he, may fiourijh (thefe are his 
own Words) without being the common Re cep-, 
tacle for all Nations , Religions , and Languages. 
What! we muft immediately banilh, or mur-r 
der, the Palatijies ; forbid all foreign Mer- 
chants not only the Exchange, but the King- 
dom ; perfecute the Diflenters with Fire and 
Faggot j and make it *High-Treafon to fpeak 

any 
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any other Tongue but Engliftb. In anothe r 
Place he talks of a Serpent with ftenjen Heads* 
which is a manifeft Corruption of the Text j 
for the Words, fenjen Heads , are not mention- 
ed in that Verfe. However, we know what 
Serpent he would mean 5 a Serpent with Jour - 
. teen Legs', or, indeed, no Serpent at all, but 
Seven great Men, who were the bcft Minifters , 
the trucft P rot eft ants, and the moft diftnterefted 
Patriots that ever lerved a Prince. But nothing 
is lo inconfiftent as this Writer. I know not 
whether to call him a Whig or a Tory, a Pro- 
teftant or a Papift ; he finds fault with Convo- 
cations ; fays, they are AJJ'emblies ftrangely con - 
trrved i and yet la)js the Fault upon Us, that 
we bound their Hands : I wifli we could have 
bound their Tongues too. But, as faft as their 
Hands are bound, they could make a fhift to 
hold their Pens , and have their Share in the 
Guilt of ruining the hopefulleft Party ana Mi- 
niftry that ever preferred to a Crown. - This 
captious Gentleman is angry to fee a Majority 
of Prelates cried up by thofe who are Enemies tit 
the Character. Now I always thought, that 
the Concefiions of Enemies were more to a 
Man's Advantage than thePraife of his Friends. 
Time and Mortality, he fays, can only remedy 
tbefe Incotrveniencies in the Church . That is, 
in other Words, when certain Bilhops are dead, 
we lhall have others of our own Stamp. Not 
lo faft : You are not yet fo fure of your Game. 
We have already got one comfortable Lofts in 
Spain , although by a General of our own : F^r 
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Joy of which, our Junto had a merry Meeting 1 
at the Houfe of their great Prolelyte, dn the 1 
very Day we received the happy News. One i 
or two more luch Blo-n's would, perhaps, fet 
us right again $ and then we can employ Mor- 
tality as well as others. He concludes with 
wishing, that three Letters , J 'poke nvhen the Pro- 
locutor nxas frefenttd , nxcre made fublick. I ' ■ 
fuppofe he would be content with one j and that 
is more than we fiiall grant, to humour him. 
However, I hope he will allow it poflible to 
have Grace , without either Eloquence or Latin , 
which is all I lhall fay to this malicious Innu- 
endo. 

Having thus, I hope, given a full and fatif- 
fatdory Anfwer to the Examiner's laft Paper, 

I fliall now go on to a more important Affair, 
which is to prove, by feveral undeniable In- ■ 
fiances, that the late Miniftry, and their Abet- 
tors, were true Friends to the Church. It is 
yet, I confels, a Secret to the Clergy wherein 
this Fnendlhip did confifi. For Information, 
therefore, of that Reverend Body, that they 
may never forget their Benefactors, as well as 
of all others who may be equally ignorant, I 
have determined to difplay our Merits to the 
World upon that weighty Article. And I 
could wilh, that what I am to fay were to be 
written upon Brafs, for an eternal Memorial ; 
the rather becaufe, for the future, the Church 
muft endeavour to ftand fupported by thofe Pa- 
trons who expired in doing their lajl good Office , 
and will never rife to preferve it any more. 
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Let ii?, therefore, produce the pious Endea- 
vours of thefe Church Defenders, who were its 
Patrons by their Power and Authority, as well 
as Ornaments of it by their exemplary Lives. 

* Fir If, St. Paul tells us, There muji be Here - 
fies in the Churchy that the Truth may be mani- 
fefi 5 and therefore, by due Courfe of Reafon- 
ing, the more Herelies there are, the 



more 




manifeft will the Truth be made. This be- 
ing maturely confidered by thefe Lovers of the 
Church, they endeavoured to propagate as ma- 
Tty Herefies as they could, that the Light of 
"Truth might fhine the clearer. 

Secondly, to (hew their Zeal for the Church’s 
•Efefence, they took the Care^of it intirely out 
‘Te &Landsof God Almighty (becaufe that was a 
'ifdiflion) and made it their own Crea- 
ending altogether upon them ; and 
; their Orders to Tindal, and others, 
5tmlick Notice of it. 

lly,„ becaufe Charity is the moll cele- 
brated of all Chriftian Virtues, therefore they 
extended theirs beyond all Bounds ; and, in- 
ftead of fhutting the Church againft DiJJenters B 
were ready to open it to all Comers , and break 
do-Lvn its Walls rather than that any fliould want 
Room to enter. The Strength of a State, we 
know, confilleth m the Number of People, how 
different foever in their Callings j and why 
/hould not the Strength of a Church confift in 
the fame, how different foever in their. Creeds ? 
For that Reafon, they charitably attempted to 
abolifli the Teft, which tied up fo many Hands 

from 
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from getting Employments, in order to pro- 
tect the Church. 

I know very well that this Attempt is ob- 
jected to us as a Crime, by feveral malignant 
* Tories ; and denied as a Slander by many un- 
thinking People among ourfelves. The latter 
are apt, in their Defence, to alk fuch Queltions 
as theie ; Was your Tejl repealed ? Had we not 
a Majority ? Might we not hanje done it , if we 
pleafed? To which, the others anfwer. You did . 
what you could ; You prepared the Way, hut yen 
found a fatal Impediment from that Quarter 
whence the San Si ion of Law muft come j and 
therefore , to fakte your Credit , you condemned a 
Paper to l e burnt, which y ourfelves had brought 
in. But alas ! the Mifcarriage of that noble 
Projcit for the Safety of the Church had ano- 
ther Original ; the Knowledge whereof depends 
upon a Piece of lecret Hiltory, which I'fhail 
now lay open . 

Thel’e Church Projectors had directed a Pref- 
ly ferian Preacher to draw up a Bill lor repeal- 
ing the Tejf. It was accordingly done, with 
great Art; and, in the Preamble, feveral Ex- 
pfeflions of Civility to the EJlabliJhed Chxrch ; 
and when it came to the Qualifications of all 
thofe who were to enter on any Office, the Com- 
piler hath taken fpecial Care to make them large 
enough for all Chriftans whatloever, by tran- 
feribing the very Words (only formed into an 
Oath) which Quakers are obliged to profcls, by 
n former Ait of Parliament ; as I (hall here fet 
them down : 7, A. B. profefs Faith in God the 

Father , 
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f&r, and in JefusChrift bis eternal Son , the 
■ Go*/ ; *z/ 7 */ /» the Holy Spirit , 0/** Go*/, blef- 
fed for evermore j *w*/ do acknowledge the Ho - 
' o/' the, Old and f JVfxo ¥ eft ament to 

i by Divine infoif at ton. This Bill was 
to the chief Leaders, for their Appro- 



ten 



bon, with thefe terrible Words turned into an 
Ith. What Ihould they do ? Thofefew among 
Iwho fancied they believed in God , were 
ijjUy did nqt believe in Cbrift, or the Holy 
u or one Syllable of the Bible ; and they 
tre as fure that every body knew their Opini- 
iri thole Matters, which, indeed, they had 
[ways too fincere to difguife ; how, there - 
:ould they take fuch an Oath as that, 
it ruining their Reputation with Tindal , 
Coward , Collins , Clendon, and all the 
of Free-thinkers ; and giving a fcandal. 
ok Unbelievers ? Upon this nice Point of 
and Confcience, the Matter was hulh- 
ed^, tpe Project for repealing the Teji let fall, 
and the Sacrament left, as the fmallcr Evil of 
thftfwo. 

^rthly, Thefe Pillars of the Church, be- 
catife the Harveji was great and the Labourers 
few , and becaufe they would eafe the Bilhops 
from that grievous Trouble of laying on Hands, 
were willing, to allow that Power to all Men 
whatfoever, to prevent that terrible Conle- 
. quence of unchurching thofe, who thought a 
Hand from under a Cloak as effectual as from 
Lawn Sleeves . And, indeed, what could more 
YOJ*. XI. L contri- 
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contribute to the Advancement of true Relij 
on, than a Bill of General Naturalization 
Priefibood? ' Vv _ << ' * 

Fifthly, In order to fix RHigionin the Min; 
of Men, becaufe Truth never appears fo fair 
as when confronted with Fallhood j ; tljey 
refled Books to be published, tliat denied 
Being of a God, the Divinity of the Second a 
5 Third Perfons, the Truth of all Revelation, 
the Immortality of the Soul. To this we o\ 
that great Senle of Religion, that Refpefl an<j 
K.i*dnefe to the Clergy, and that true Love of 
Viitue, fo manifeft, of late Years, among the 
Youth of our Nation. Nor could any thing 
be more difereet, than to leave the Merits of 
each Caufe to ffich wife, impartial Judges ; 
who might etherwife fall under the Slavery of 
believing by Education and Prejudice . - 

Sixthly, Becaufe nothing fo much diftra&s 
the Thoughts, as too great Variety of SubjeSsi 
therefore they had kindly prepared a Bill, to 
preferibe the Clergy what Subjefls they (hould 
preach upon, and in what Manner, that they 
might be at no Lofs ; and this, no doubt, was 
a proper Work for fuch Hands, fo thoroughly 
verfed in the Theory and Practice of all Chri- 
fiftan Duties. 

Seventhly, To fave Trouble and Expence to 
the Clergy, they contrived that Convocations 
fhould meet as feldom as poflible ; and, when ’ 
they were fuffered to aflemble, would never 
allow them to meddle with any Bufmefs ; fee- 
caufe, they faid, the Office of a Clergyman 
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was enough to take up the whole Man. For 
the fame Reafon they were very defirous to ex- 
cufe the Bifhops from fitting in Parliament, 
that they might be at leifure to flay at Home 
and look, after the inferior Clergy. 

I fhall mention, at prefent, but one more In- 
ftance of their pious Zeal for the Church. 
They had fomewhere heard the Maxim, San- 
guis Martyrum eji Semen Ecclejite ; therefore in 
order to fow this Seedy they begin with impeaching 
a Clergyman : And that it might be a true Mar- 
tyrdom in every Circumftance, they proceeded, 
as much as poflible, againft common Law ; 
which the l/sng-robe Part of the Managers 
knew, was, in a hundred Inftances, dire£Hy 
contrary to all their Pofitions, and were fujjt- 
ciently warned of it before-hand ; but their 
Love of the Church prevailed. Neither was 
this Impeachment an Affair taken up on a fud- 
den ; for a certain great Perfon (whofe Charac- 
ter hath been lately publifhed by fome ftupid 
and lying Writer) who very much diftinguifh- 
ed himfelf by his Zeal in forwarding this Im- 
peachment, had, feveral Years ago, endeavour- 
ed to perfuade the late King to give way to 
juft fuch another Attempt. He told his Maje- 
fty, there was a certain Clergyman preached 
very dangerous Sermons, and that the only 
Way to put a ftop to (uch Infolence, was to 
impeach him in Parliament. The King en- 
quired the Character of the Man : O, Sir , faid 
my Lord, the mojl violent , hot , pofitive Fellow 
in England j fo extremely wilful, that l believe 

Li he 
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le would be heartily glad to be a Martyr, 
King anfwered, Is it fo ? ‘Then J am r 
to dif appoint him ; and would never hear 
of the Matter j by which that hopeful ji 
unhappily mifcarried. 

I nave hitherto confined mylelf to tho 
deavours for the Good of the Church, 
were common to all the Leaders and pri;, 
Men of our Party j but if my Paper, wef 
drawing towards an End, I could produi 
vcral Inftances of particular Perfons, ’ 
by their exemplary Lives and Actions, 
confirmed the Character fo juftly due I 
whole Body. I fliall, at prefent, mentio 
ly two, and illuftrate the Merits of eac’ 
Matter of Faft., 

That worthy Patriot and true Lower 
Church, whom a late Examiner is fuppo 
reflect on, under the Name of Ferres, rel| 
pus Impulfe to be a Benefactor to the Cai 
of Gloucefier ; but howto do it in the ro 
cent generous Manner, was the Queftion. 
laft he thought of an Expedient: One 
ing, or Night, he ftole into the Church, m 
ed upon the Altar, and there did that vil 
in cleanly Phrale is called di/burdening oJ\ 
ture. He was difcovered, profecuted, 
condemned to pay a thpufand Pounds } 
Sym was all employed to fupport the Ch 
as, no doubt, the Bencfadlor meant it. 

There , is anqther Perfon, whom the 
Writer is thought to point at, under the 
of Will Bigamy . This Gentleman, kn 
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Carriage Fees were a confiderable Perqui- 
> the Clergy, found out a Way of improv- 
Cent. per Cent, for the Good of the 
His Invention was, to marry a fecond 
, __ diile the firft was alive, convincing her 
’the Lawfulnefs by fuch Arguments as, he 
did not doubt, would make others follow the 
feme Example. Thefe he had drawn up in 
Writing, with an Intention to publifh, for the 
lateral Good j and, it is hoped, he may now 
L lve Leifure to finifti them. 
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Bellurn ita fufcipiatur , ut nihil aliud niji Pax 
* quafita videatur. ‘ • , 
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I Am fatisfied, that no reafonable Man, of 
either Party, can juftly be offended at any- 
thing I laid in one of my Papers, relating to 
the Army. From the Maxims I there laid 
down, perhaps, many Perfons may conclude, 
that I had a mind the World fhould think there 
had been Occafion given by fome late Abufes 
among Men of that Calling ; and they con* 
elude right : For my Intention is, that my 
Hints may be underftood, and my Quotations 
and Allegories applied. And I am in fome 
Pain to think, that in the Orcades on one 

Side, and the Weflern Coafts of Ireland on the 

*• . w . *. t * * .1 L n - «. ‘ other, * 
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other, the Examiner may want a Key in feveral 
Parts, which I wifh I could furnilh them with. 
As to the French King, I am under no concern 
at all j I hear he hath left off reading my Pa- 
pers, and, by what he hath found in them, 
riiflikes our Proceedings more than ever ; and 
intends, either to make great Additions to his 
Armies, or propofe new Terms for a Peace. 
So falfe is that which is commonly reported of 
his mighty Satisfa6lion in our Change of Mi- 
niftry. And I think it clear, that his late Let- 
ter of Thanks to the Tories of Great Britain , 
muft either have been extorted from him, againft 
* his Judgment $ or was a Caff of Politicks to 
fet the People againft tire prelent Miniftryj 
wherein it hath r wonderfully fucceeded. 

But, although I have never heaid, or never 
regarded any Ob}e£lions made againft that Pa- 
per which mentions the Army ; yet I intended 
this as a Sort of Apology for it. • And frft I 
declare (becaufe we live in a miftaken World) 
that in hinting at fome Proceedings, wherein a 
few Perfons are faid to he concerned, I did not 
intend to charge them upon the Body of the • 
Army. I have too much detefted that barba- 
rous Iniuftice among the Writers of g late Par- 
ty, to be ever guilty of it myfelf $ I mean the 
accufing Societies for the Crimes of a few. 
On the other Side, I muft take Leave to believe, ‘ 
tl)at Armies are no more exempt from Corrup- 
tipns than other Numbers of Men . The Max- 
ims propofed were occafionally introduced by * 
the Report of certain Faftyj which I am bound . 

“ *• % . 
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to believe are true, becaufe I am lure, confider- 
ingvvhat hath paffed, it would be a Crime to 
think otHerwife. All Pofts in the Arm}'’, all 
Employments at Court, and many others, are 
(or ought to be) given and refumed at the mere 
Pleafufe of the Prince ; yet when I fee a great 
Officer broke, a Change made in the Court, or 
the Miniftry, and this under the moft juft and 
gracious Princefs that ever reigned} I muft 
naturally conclude, it is done upon prudent 
Confiderations, and for fome great Demerit in 
the Sufferers. But then, is not the Puniftiment 
Efficient ? Is it generous, or charitable, totram-r 
pie on the Unfortunate, and expofe their Faults 
to the World, in the ftrongeft Colours? And 
would it not luit better with Magnanimity, as 
well as common Good-nature, to leave them 
at Quiet to their own Thoughts and Repen- 
tance? Yes, without Queftion •, provided it 
could be lo contrived, that their very Names, 
aswell as Actions, might be forgotten forever : 
Such an Act of Oblivion would be for the Ho- 
nour of our Nation, and beget a better Opinion 
of us with Pofterity ; and then I might have 
spared the World and myfelf the Trouble of 
Examining, But, at prefent, there is a cruel 
Dilemma in the Cafe ; The Friends and Abet- 
tors of the late Miniftry are every Day puhlifh- 
m S their Praifes to the World, and rafting 
Reflexions upon the prefent Perfons in Power. 

I his is fo bare-taced ail Afperfion upon the 
that I know not how any good SubjeX 
W* with. Patience, endure it, although he 

were 
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were ever To indifferent with regard to the Opi- 
nions in Difpute. Shall they, who have loft 
all Power and Love of the People, be allowed 
to Ratter their Poifon $ and (hall not thofe who t 
are, at leaft, of the ftrongeft Side, be fuffered 
to bring an Antidote ? And how can we un- 
deceive the deluded Remainder, but by letting . 
them fee that thefe difcarded St'atefmen were 
juftly laid alide j and producing as many In- 
ftances to prove it as we can ? Not from any 
Perfonal Hatred to them, but in Juftification 
to the bcft of Queens. The many Scurrilities 
I have heard and read, againft this poor Paper 
of mine, are in fuch a Strain, that, confidering 
the prefent State of Affairs, they look like a 
Jeft. They ufually run after the following 
Manner j What ! /ball this infolent Writer pre- . 
fume to cenfure the late Minijlry , the ableft , the 
mojl faithful , and truejl Lovers of their Country 
and its Confitution , that ever ferved a Prince ? 
Shall he reftedl cn the bef Houfe of Commons that 
ever fat nvitbin tbofe Walls ? Hath not the Queen 
changed both for a Mini/hy and Parliament of 
Jacobites and High-fliers, vjho are felling us to 
France, and bringing over the Pretender ? This 
is the very Sum and Force of all their Reafon- 
ings, and this is their Method of complaining 
againft the Examiner. In them it is humble 
and loyal to refleft upon the Queen, and the 
•Miniftry and Parliament flie hath chofei^with 
the univerfal Applaufe of her People : In us it 
is infolent to defend her Majefty and her Choice, 
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or to anfwer their Obje6Vions, by fliewing the 
Reafons why thofe Changes were neceflary. 

The fame Style hath been ufed in the late 
Cafe concerning fome Gentlemen in the Army. 
Such a Clamour was railed by a Set ofMcr, 
who had the ^oldnefs to tax the Adminiftration 
with Cruelty and Injuftice, that I thought it 
Jieceflary to interfere a little, by fliewing the ill 
Confequences that might arife from fome Pro- 
ceedings, although without Application to par- 
ticular Perfons. And what do they offer in 
anfwer ? Nothing but a few poor Common- 
places againft Calumny and Informers- ; which 
might have been full as juft and feafonable 
in a Plot againft the facred Perfon of the 
Queen. 

But, by the Way, why are thefe idle People 
fo indifereet, to name thofe two Words , whnh 
afford Occafion of laying open to the World 
fuch an infamous Scene of Subornation and Per- 
jury, as well as Calumny and Informing , as, I 
believe, is without Example ; when a whole 
Cabal attemptecj an ABion wherein a condemned 
Criminal * fefufed to join with them, for the 
Reward of his Life ? Not that I difapprove 
their Sagacity, who could foretel, fo long be-> 
fore, by what Hand they fhould one Day fall j 
and therefore, thought any Means juftifiablc* 
by which they might prevent it. 

But, waving this at prefent, it muft be own- 
ed, in Juftice to the Army, that thofe Violen- 
ces did not proceed fo far among them as forrje 
have believed j nor ought the Madnefs of a 

few 
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few to be laid at their Dpors. , for the reft^ 
am fo far from denying the duePraifes tq 
brave Troops who did their Part in procuring 
many Victories for the Allies ; that I could y 
every Officer and private Soldier had their ! 
Share of Honour, in Proportion tp their 
ferts ; being thus far of the Anthenians Mind, 
who, when it was proposed that the Statue , of 
Miltiades fhouldbe fet up alone, inforocpi’ 
lick Place of the City, faid, they would ag 
to it, whenever he conquered alone, but not 
before. Neither do I at all blame the Officers 
of the Army, for preferring, in their Heart?, 
the late Miniftry before the prefent; or* 
Wiffiing alone could bepf any Ufe, for wi{ 
ing their Continuance'; becaufe, then' they 
might be fecure of the War’s Continuance too : 
Wh ereas, fince Affairs have been put into oth{r 
Hands, they may, perhaps, lie under fome Ap- 
prehensions of a Peace ; which no Army, 
efpecially in a Courfe of Succefs, was ever in- 
clined to ; and which all wife States have, in 
fuch a Juncture, chiefly endeavoured. This! Is 
a Point wherein the Civil and Military Poli- 
ticks have always difagreed. And, for that 
Reafon, I affirmed it neceflary, in all free 
Governments, that the latter fliould be abfqlutp- 
ly in Subjection to the former; dtherwife, one 
*of thele two Inconveniencies muft arife, either 
tp be perpetually in War, or turn the Civil 
Xnffitution into a Military one. 

I am ready to allow all that has been faid of 
the Valour and Experience of our Troops, who 

have 
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>ur Condition in fuch a Light, as, X believe. 
Parties will allow, although, perhaps, not 
Confequences I (hail deduce from it. We 
been, for above nine Years, bleft with a 
en, who, befides all Virtues" that can enter 
the Compofition of a private Perfon, pof- 
h every Regal Quality tliat can contribute 
iake a People happy : Of great Wifdom, 
'eady to receive the Advice of her Counfel- 
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Arms*have been crowned with perpetual S 
cefs in Battles and Sieges | not to mention f* 
ral fortunate A£Bons,i ui Spain* Theft FalL 
being thus dated, wbiq^one can deny 4 
natural to afk,, How^e Bave improved Aw 
Advantages, and to what Account they — 
turned ? I (hall ufe no difcouraging Te 
When a Patient grows daily worfe, by 
tampering of Mountebanks, there is not 
left but to call in the belt Phyficians, before 
Cafe grows defperate. But 1 would afk, V 
iher France , or any other Kingdom, w 
have madie fo little Ufe of fuch prodigious, 
portunities ? the Fruits whereof could nf. 
have fallen to the Ground, without the extrem- 
es Degree of Folly and Corruption ; and where, 
thol£ hive lain, let the World judge. , 

of aiming at Peace, while we had the Advan- 
tage of War, which hath been the perpetua| 
Maxim of all wife States, it hath been reckon 
cd fa&ious and malignant even to exprefs our, 
Wilhes for it : And liich a Condition impofedj 
as was never offered to any Prince, who had an 
Inch of C round to difpute. Qua enim eft re»- 
ditto pacts , in qua ei cum quo paccm facias nihil 
concedi poteji ? 

It is not obvious to conceive what could move 
Men, who lat at home, and were called to con- 
fiilt upon the Good of the Kingdom, to be ut- 
terly averfe from putting an End to a long, ex- 
penfive War, which the vifforious, as well as 
conquered Side, were heartily weary of. Few, 
or none of them, were Men of the Sword j 
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they had no Share in the Honour ; they had 
made large Fortunes, and were at the Head of 
all Affairs. But they well knew by what Te- 
nure they held their Power ; that the Queen faw 
through their Defigns $ that they had entirely 
loft the Hearts of the Clergy ; that the Landed 
Men were againft them ; that they were detefted 
by the Body of the People 5 and that nothing 
bore them up but their Credit with the Bank, 
and other Stocks, which would be neither for- 
midable nor neceflary when the War was at an 
End. For thefe Reafons they refolved to dis- 
appoint all Overtures of a Peace, until they 
and their Party fhould be fo deeply rooted, as 
to make it impoffible to ftiake them. To this 
end, they began to precipitate Matters fo fait, 
as, in a little Time, mull have ruined the Con- 
ftitution, if the Crown had not interpofed, and 
rather ventured the accidental Effeils of their 
Malice, than fuch dreadful Confequcnces of 
their Power. And, indeed, if the former Dan- 
gers had been greater than lome hoped, or fear- 
ed-, I fee no Difficulty in the Choice, which 
which was the fame with his, who laid, he had 
rather be devoured by Wolves than by Rats. I, 
therefore, ftiil infill, that we cannot wonder at, 
or find Fault with the Army, for concurring 
with the Mini (try, which was for prolonging 
the War. The Inclination is natural in them 
all ; pardonable in thofe who have not yet made 
their Fortunes, and as lawful in the reft, as 
Love of Power, or Love of Money, can make 
it. But as natural, as pardonable, and as 
Vol. XI. M lawful 
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lawful as this Inclination is, when it Is 
under the Check of the Civil Power, or • 
a corrupt Miniftry* joins in giving it fa 
Scope ; the Confequence can Be noth 
than infallible Ruin and Slavery to a State. 
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After I had finifhed this Paper, . the J 
fent me two fmall Pamphlets, called 
Manage?nent of the War $ written ^ 
fome Plaufibility, much Artifice, 
abundance of Mi/reprefentations, as 
as dire& Falfhoods in Point of 
Thefe I have thought worth exanam. 
which I fliall accordingly do, when J I 
an Opportunity. 
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Parva momenta in fpem metumque 
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H OPES are natural to moft Men, efpeci 
ly to fanguine Complexions } and am< 
the various Changes that happen in the Com 
of publick Affairs, they are feldom with< 
jfbme Grounds. Even in delperate Cafes, where 
it is impofiible they fhouldhave any Foundation, 
they are often affefted, to keep a Countenance, 
and make an Enemy think they have fome ffcl- 
courfe which they know nothing of. Thi4 &£- 
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pears to have been, for feveral Months paft, 
the Condition of thofe People, whom I am 
forced, for want of other Phrafes, to call the 
Ruined Party. They have taken up* fince 
their Fall, fome real, and fome pretended 
Hopes. When the Earl of Sunderland was dis- 
carded, they hoped her Majefty would proceed 
no farther in the Change of her Miriiftry j and 
had the Infolence to milreprelent her Words to 
foreign States. They hoped no body durft ad- 
vife the Diflolution of the Parliament. When 
this was done, and farther Alterations made in 
Court, they hoped , and endeavoured to ruin the 
Credit of the Nation. They likewifc hoped, 
that we fhould have fome terrible Lofs abroad, 
which would force us to unravel all, and begin 
again upon their Bottom. But, of all their 
Hopes, whether real or afiumed, there is none 
more extraordinary than that which they now 
would feem to place their whole Confidence in : 
That this great Turn of Affairs was only oc- 
oafioned by a fhort Madncfs of the People, from 
which they will recover in a little Time, when 
their Eyes are open, and they grow cool and 
fober enough to confider the Truth of Things, 
and how much they have been deceived. It is 
not improbable, that fome few of the deepeft- 
figlited, among thefe Real'oners, are well enough 
convinced how vain all fuch Hopes muft be : But 
for the reft, the wifeft of them feem to have been 
very ill Judges of the People's Difpofitions ; the , 
want of much Knowledge was a principal Oc- 
cafion to haften their Ruin ; for, furely, had they 
M a fufpe&cd 
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iufpe&ed which Way the popular Current in- 
clined, they never would have run againft it, 
by that bnpeacbment. I therefore conclude, 
they generally are fo blind, as to imagine forae 
Comfort from this fantaftical Opinion, that the 
People of England are, at preient, diftra&ed, 
but will fhortly come to their Senfes again. 

. For the Service, therefore, of our Adverfa- 
ries and Friends, I fhall briefly examine this 
Point, by fhcwing what are the Caufes and 
Symptoms of a People’s Madnefs j and how it 
differs from their natural Bent and Inclination. 

It is Macbiavel ' s Obfervation, That the 
People, when left to their own Judgment, do 
feldom miftake their true Interefts j and, in- 
deed, they naturally love the Conftitution they 
are born under j never defiring to change, but 
under great Oppreflions. However, they are 
to be deceived by feveral Means. It hath often 
happened in Greece , and fometimes in Rome , 
that thofe very Men, who have contributed to 
fhake off a former Tyranny, have, inftead of 
reftoring the old Conftitution,- deluded the 
People into a worfe, and more ignomi- 
nious Slavery. Befides, all great Changes 
have the fame Effect upon Commonwealths, 
that Thunder hath upon Liquors ; making the 
Dregs fly up to the Top } the loweft Plebeians 
rife to the Head of Affairs, and there preferve 
themfelves, by reprefenting the Nobles, and 
other Friends to the old Government, as Ene- 
A* e l t0 - Fublick. The encouraging of new 
Myftenes and new Deities, with the Pretences 

'of 
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of farther Purity in Religion, hath Iikewife 
been a frequent Topick to miflead the People. 
And, not to mention more, the promoting f'alfe 
Reports of Dangers from abroad, hath often 
ferved to prevent them from fencing againft 
real Dangers at Home. By thefe, and the like 
Arts, in Conjun&ion with a great Depravity of 
Manners, and a weak or corrupt Adminiftra- 
tion, the Madnefs of the People hath rifen to 
fuch a Height, as to break in Pieces the whole 
Frame of the bed inftituted Governments. But, 
however, fuch great Frenzies being artificially 
railed, are a perteft Force and Conftraint upon 
human Nature j and, under a wife, fteddy 
Prince, will certainly decline of themfelves j 
fettling like the Sea after a Storm ; and then 
the true Bent and Genius of the People will 
appear. Ancient and modern Story are full of 
Inftances to illuftrate what I fay. 

In our own Ifiand we had a great Example 
of a long Madnefs in the People, kept up by a 
thoufand Artifices, like intoxicating Medicines, 
until the Conftitution was deftroyed ; yet the 
Malignity being fpent, and the Humour ex- 
haufted that ferved to foment it, before the 
Ufurpers could fix upon a new Scheme, the 
People fuddenly recovered, and peaceably re- 
ftored the old Conftitution. 

From what I have offered, it will be eafy to 
decide, whether the late Change in the Difpo- 
fition of the People were a new Madnefs, or a 
Recovery from an old one. Neither do I fee 
how it can be proved, that fuch a Change Had, 
”, M 3 in 




126 EXAMINER. No. xxiv. 

in any Circumftance, the leaft Symptoms of 
Madnefs, whether my Defcription of it be 
right, or no. It is agreed, that the tnieft Way 
of judging the Difpofition of the People, in the 
Choice of their Reprefentatives, is by comput- 
ing the County Eleftions 5 and in thefe it is 
manifeft, that five in fix are entirely for the 
prefent Meafures j although the Court was fo 
far from interpofing its Credit, that there was 
no Change in the Admiralty, not above one or 
two in the Lieutenancy, nor any other Methods 
ufed to influence Eleblions. The free, unex- 
torted Addrefles fent fome time before, from 
every Part of the Kingdom, plainly fhewed 
what Sort of Bent the People had taken, and 
from what Motives. The Election of Members 
for this great City, carried, contrary to all 
Conje6lure, againft the united Intereft of thole 
two great Bodies, the Bank and Eajl India 
Company, was another convincing Argument. 
Befides, the Whigs themfelves have always con- 
felled, that the Bulk of Landed Men in Eng- 
land was generally of Tories . So that this 
Change mull: be allowed to be according to the 
natural Genius and Difpofition of the People j 
whether it were juft and realonable in itfelf, 
or no. 

Notwithftanding all which, you fhall frequent- 
ly hear the Partil'ans of the late Men in Power 
gravely and decifively pronounce, that the pre- 
lent Miniftry cannot poflibly ftand. Now they 
who affirm this, if they believe themfelves, 
muff ground their Opinion upon the Iniquity 
4 of 
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of the lajl being fo far eftablilhed, and deeply 
rooted, that no Endeavours of honeft Men 
will be able to reftore Things to their former 
State. Or elfe thefe Reafoners have been lo 
milled, by twenty Years Mifmanagement, that 
they have forgot our Conftitution, and talk as 
if our Monarchy and Revolution began toge- 
ther. But the Body of the People is wifer ; 
and, by the Choice they have made, Ihew they 
do underftand our Conftitution, and would 
bring it back to the old Form 5 which, if the 
new Minifters take Care to maintain, they will, 
and ought to (land otherwife they may fall 
like their Predeceflors. But, I think, we 
may ealily forefee what a Parliament, freely 
chofen, without Threatning or Corruption, is 
likely to do, when no Man fhall be in any 
Danger to lofe his Place by the Freedom of 
his Voice . 

But, who are thofe Advancers of this Opi- 
nion, that the prelent Miniftry cannot hold ? 
It muft be either fuch as are afraid to be called 
to an Account, in cafe it ftiould hold, or thofe 
who keep Offices, from which others, better 
qualified, were removed j and may reafonably 
apprehend to be turned out, for worthier Men 
to come into their Places j fince, perhaps, it 
will be neceffary to make fome Changes, that 
the publick Bufinefs of tire Nation may go on : 
Or, laftly. Stock jobbers, who induftrioudy 
fpread fuefi Reports, that Affions may fall, 
surd their Friends buy to Advantage. 

Yet 
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Yet thefe Hopes, thus freely expre 
they are more fmcere, fo they are mor 
portable, than when they appear under 5 
Difguife and Pretence of Fears. Some of t® 
Gentlemen are employed to /hake their Eh 
in proper Companies; to doubt where all ti 
will end ; to be in mighty Pain for the Nati< 
to /hew how impo/fible it is, that the Publi 
Credit can be fupported ; to pray that all 
do well, in whatever Hands; but very mi 
to doubt, that the Pretender is at the Bott< 

I know not any thing fo nearly refembling 
Behaviour, as what I have often feen am 
the Friends of a fick Man, whofe Inferefti 
that he /hould die. The Phyfieians 
they fee no Danger, the Symptoms are 
the Medicines anfwer Expe&atipn ; yi 
they are not to be comforted ; they whi: 
he is a gone Man, it is not pofi'ible be 
hold out ; he hath<perfc& Death in his Fa&Sfi; 
they never liked his Do&or. At laft, the Pai 
tient recovers, and their Joy is as falfc as their 1 
Grief; 

I believe there is no Man fo fanguine, whb 
did not apprehend fome ill Confequences from 
the late Change ; although not in any Propor- 
tion to the good ones : But it is manifeft, the 
former have proved much fewer and lighter 
than were expe&ed, either at home or abroad; 
by the Fears of our Friends or the Hopes of 
©ur Enemies. Thofe Remedies that ftir the 
Hu moms in a dif^afed Body, are, at firftj 
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more painful than the Malady itfelf j yet cer- 
tain Death is the Confequence of deferring them 
*60 long. AClions have fallen, and the Loans 
are laid to come in (lowly. But belides that, 
fbmething of this muft have been, whether 
there haa been any Change, or no : Befides, 
-that the Surprize of every Change, for the 
better as well as the worfe, is apt to affeft 
Credit for a while ; there is a farther Reafon, 
which is plain, and fcandalous : When the 
late Party was at the Helm, thofe, who were t 
called the Tories, never put their Refentments 
in balance with the Safety of the Nation j but 
chearfully , contributed to the common Caufe. 
Now the Scene is changed, the fallen Party 
feems to aft from very different Motives : 
They have given the Word about ; they will 
keep their Money, and be paflive ; and, in this 
Point, if and upon the fame Foot with Papifis 
and Nonjurors. What would have become of 
the Publick, if the prefent great Majority had 
afted thus, during the late Admin iftration ; 
had a£ted thus, before the others were Mailers 
of that Wealth they have fqueezed out of the 
Larded Men, and with the Strength of that, 
would now hold the Kingdom at Defiance ? 

. Thus much I have thought fit to fay, with- 
out pointing Reflections upon any particular 
Perfon ; which I have hitherto but fparingly 
done, and that only towards thofe whofe Cha- 
reCters are too profligate, that the managing of 
them ihould.be of any Confequence. Befides, 
as it is a Talent I am not naturally fond of ; 

fo. 
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To, in the Subjects I treat, it is generally need- 
lei's. If I dilblay the Effe&s of Avarice and 
Ambition, of Bribery and Corruption, of grofs 
Immorality and In’eligion j thofe who are the 
lead converfant in things, will eafily know 
where to apply them. Not that I lav any 
Weight upon the Objections of fuch who charge 
me with this Proceeding : It is notorious 

enough, that the Writers of the other Side 
were the firll Aggreffors, Not to mention 
their fcuvrilous Libels, many Years ago, direflly 
levelled at particular Perfons ; how many Pa- 
pers do now come out every Week, full of 
rude Inveffives nguinft the prefent Mir.iftry, 

■ with the firft and laft Letters cf their Names to 
prevent Mi (fakes ? It is good, fometimes, to 
let thefe People fee, that we neither want 
Spirit nor Materials to retaliate ; and there- 
fore, in this Point alone, I Ihall follow their 
Example, whenever I find myfelf Efficiently 
provoked ; only with one Addition, that 
whatever Charges I bring, either general or 
particular, fhall be religioufly true, founded 
either upon avowed FaCte, which none can 
deny, or fuch as I can prove from my own 
Knowledge. 

Being refolved publickly to confefs any 
’Mittakes I have been guilty of, I do hereby 
humbly defire the Reader's Pardon, for one of 
mighty Importance, about a Fa£t, in one of 
my Papers, laid to be done in the Cathedral 
of GlouceJIer. A whole Hydra of Errors, in 
two Words! For, as I am fine e informed, it 

v _ was 
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was neither in the Cathedral, nor City, nor 
County of Gloucejler , hut feme other Church of 
that Dioccfe. If l had ever met any other Ob- 
jeftion, of equal Weight, although from the 
meaneft Hands, I Ihould certainly have ani’wer- 
edit. 




iM£Sl 









. XXV. Jbirfday , January 25, 1710. 









..t 



le?&uzvoiTiv& rtavyn rl uiv <rv arrow 
Tg Tii tPifystruA, jy zaj* ruv 

V <TVVUy.O<TdLV, 

0 . '*■ r An 

ijfa quadam voce collocuti funt, quorum 
ma erat de dominathne fibi confirmanda y 
tmmicis delendis , conjuratio. 

H • , . • 

t * 

f O T many Days ago I obferved a Knot 
of difeontented Gentlemen curling the 
fes to Hell, for their Unchuritab! cncfs, in 
fitting, that, if the late Mmiftry had conti- 
nued to this Time, we (hould have had nci- 
Cburch nor Monarchy left. They arc ulu- 
f fo candid, as to call that the Opinion of a 
Party, which they hear in a Coffee-houfe, or 
over a Bottle, from fome warm voting People, 
wfcbm it is odds hut they have provoked to fay 
nidre than they believed, by fome Puiitions as 
abfurd and ridiculous of their own. And fo 

■XT » s ; • 
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it proved in this very Inftance .* For, a Iking 
one of thefe Gentlemen, What it was that pro- 
voked thofe he had been difputing with, to ad- 
vance fuch a Paradox } He affured me, in a ve- 
ry calm Manner, it was nothing in the World, 
but that himfelf, and fome others of the Com- 
pany, had made it appear, that the Defign of 
the prefent Parliament, and Miniftry, was to 
bring in Popery , Arbitrary Power, and the Pre- 
tender : Which I take to be an Opinion fifty 
Times more improbable, as well as more un- 
charitable, than what is charged upon the Whigs 2 
Becaufe, I defy our Adversaries to produce, 
one Single Reafon for fufpe&ing fuch Defigns 
in the Perfons now at the Helm j whereas I 
can, upon Demand, produce twenty, to (hew 
that fome late Men had ftrong Views towards 
a Commotnuealth , and the Alteration of the 
Church. 

It is natural, indeed, when a Storm is over, 
that hath only untiled our Houfes and blown 
down fome of our Chimnies, to confider what 
farther Mifchiefs might have enfued, if it had 
failed longer. However, in the prefent Cale, 
I am not of the Opinion abovementioned. I 
believe the Church and State might have lafted 
fomewhat longer, although the late Enemies to 
both had done their worft. I can hardly con- 
ceive how Things would have beenfo foon ripe 
for a new Revolution. I am convinced, that 
if they had offered to make fuch large and Sud- 
den Strides, it muft have come to Blows ; and 
according to the Computation we have now 

Reafon 
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Reafon to think a right one, I can partly guefs 
what would have been the I flue. Befides, we 
areiure the Queen would have interpofed, be- 
fore they came to Extremities j and, as little as 
they regarded the Regal Authority, would 
have been a Check in their Career. 

But inftead of this Queftion, What would 
have been the Confequence, if the late Miniftry 
had continued ? I will propole another, which 
will be more ufeful for us to confider ; and that 
is, What vue may reafonahly expeSl they void do 9 
if ever they come into Power again ? This, we 
know, is the Defign and Endeavour of all thofe 
Scribbles which daily fly about in their Favour ; 
of all the falfe, infolent, and fcandalous Libels 
againft the prefent Adminiftration j and of all 
thofe Engines, fet at work to ' link the Afiions, 
and blow up the publick Credit. As for thofe, 
who Ihew their Inclinations by writing, there is 
one Confideration, which, I wonder doth not 
fometimes affedl them : For, how can they for- 
bear having a good Opinion of the Gentlenefs 
and Innocence of thole, who permit them to 
employ their Pens as they do ? It puts me in 
mind of an infolent, pragmatical Orator, fome- 
where in Greece , who railing with great Free- 
dom at the chief Men in the State, was anfwer- 
ed by one, who had been very inftrumental in 
recovering the Liberty of the City, That he 
thanked the Gods , they bad novo arrived to the 
Condition be always voijhed them in f vuhbi eve~ 
ry Man in that City might fecurely fay what he 
flcafed. I wilh tnefe Gentlemen would, how- 
. Vol ., XI. N ever, 
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ever, compare the Liberty they take, with what 
their Matters ufed to give $ How many Mef- 
fengers and Warrants would have gone out 
ap'uinft any who durft have opened their Lips, 
or drawn their Pens, againft the Perfons and 
Proceedings of their Junto's and Cabals ? How 
would their weekly Writers have been calling 
cut for P.rofecutioK and Vunijkmcnt ? We re- 
member, when a poor Nick-name, borrowed 
from an old Play of Ben Joknfon , and mention- 
ed in a Sermon, without any particular Ap- 
probation, was made ufe of as a Motive to fpur 
on an Impeachment. But, after all, it muft be 
confcfTed they had Reafons to be thus fever e, 
which their Succeffors have not : Their Faults 
would never endure the Light $ and to have- 
expoied them fooner would have raifed the 
Kingdom againft the Aftors, before the pro- 
per Time. 

But, to come to the Subjeil I have now un- 
dertaken, which is, to examine what the Con- 
fequences would be, upon Suppofition that the 
Whigs were now reftored to their Power. I al- 
ready imagine the prefent free Parliament dif- 
folved, and another of a different Epithet, met, 
by the Force of Money and Management. I 
read, immediately, a Dozen or two flinging 
Votes againft the Proceedings of the late Mini- 
ftry. The Bill * now to be repealed would 
then be re*ena£led, and the Birth-right of an 
Engtijbtnan reduced, again, to the Value of 

* Bill for a general Naturalization. 

Twelve- 
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Twelve-pence. But, to give the Reader a 
ftronger Imagination of fuch a Scene, let me 
reprefent the Defigns of jome Men lately en- 
deavoured andproje&ed, in the Form of a Pa- 
per .of Votes. * * 

onW, _ 

” That a Bill be brought in, for repealing 
%< Hit Sacramental Teji. 

* c A Petition of ‘Tindal, Collins , Clendon, 
st Coward, and Toland , in behalf of them- 
felves and many Hundreds of their Difciples, 
xt fome of whom are Members of this honour- 
“ able Houfe -, defiring that Leave may be 
“ ^given to bring in a Bill for qualifying A- 
** 7 h eifts, Deifls, and Sochians, to ferve the if 
** Country in any Employment, Eccleftafticaf, 
<l Civil, or Military^ 

“ Ordered , 

That Leave be given to bring in a 
** Bill, accordingto the Prayer of the faid Pe- 
“ tion ; and that Mr. Lccbmere do prepare and 
€f bring in die fame. 

<( Ordered, 

te That a Bill be brought in for removing 
“ the Education of Youth oyt of the Hands of 
u the Clergy. 

“ Another to forbid the Clergy preaching 
*•* certain Duties in Religion j eipecially Obe- 
dience to Princes. 

“ Another to take away the Jurifdiftion oF 
u pifhops. '••••' 
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iC Another for conftituting a General for 
(i Life } with Jnftru&ions to the Committee, 
* ( that Care may be taken to make the TjVar 
“ laft as long as the Life of thefaid General. 

(i A Biil of Attainder againft James Duke 
“ of Ormond , John Duke of Buckingham , Lau- 
“ rence Earl of Rocbefler , Sir Simon Harcourt 
“ Knight, Robert Harley and William Sbippen 
“ Efquires, Abigail Majham t and others, for 
“ High-Treafon againft the Junto . 
tf Refolded, 

Tliat Sarah Duchefs of Marlborough hath 
* l been a raoft dutiful, juft, and grateful Seir- 
vant to her Majefty. 
t( Refolded, 

“ That to advife the Diffolution of a W'kig 
*'• Parliament, or the Removal of a Whig Mi- 
niftry, was in order to bring in Popery and 
“ the Pretender ; and that the laid Advice was 
(i High-Treafon. 

“ Refolded, 

“ That by the Original Compafi, the Go- 
t( vernment of this Realm is by a Junto , and a 
* c King , or Queen ; but the Adminijhration 
“ folely in the Junto . 

“ Ordered , 

<f That a Bill be brought in for farther li» 
t( mi ting tlie Prerogative. 

“ Ordered , 

“ That it be a ftanding Order of this Houfe, 
“ That the Merit of Elections be not deter- 
“ mined by the Number of Voices, or Right of 

** Electors 
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<e Electors, but by Weight; and that one 
te Jfn:ig fhall weigh down ten 'Tories. 

te . A Motion being made, and the Queftion 
<£ being put, That when a Whig is detected of 
tc man if eft Bribery, and his Competitor, being 
ct a 'Tory , hath ten to one a Majority, there 
<e fhall be a new Elc&ion ; it pafTed in the Ne- 
< 6 gative. 

<e Refolded, 

“ That for a King, or Queen, of this Realm 
** to read, or examine, a Paper brought them 
(< to be fignedby a Junto Minifter, is arbitrary 
<c and illegal, and a Violation of the Liberties 
“ of the People.” 

Thefe, and the like Reformations, would, in 
all Probability, be the firft Fruits of the IV/rigs 
Kefurre£ 2 ion ; and what Stru&ures Inch able 
Artifts might, in a fhort Time, build upon 
fuch Foundations, I leave others to conje6hire.. 
All Hopes of a Peace cut off ; the Nation in- 
duftrioufly involved in farther Debts?- to a De- 
gree that none would dare undertake the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs, but thofe whole Intereft 
lay in ruining the Conftitution. I do not lee 
how the wifeft Prince, under fitch NccefTities, 
could be able to extricate him fell. Then, as 
to the Church ; the Bifhops would, by Degrees, 
be difmified, firft from the Parliament, next 
from their Revenues, and at laftfrom their Oh 
fice ; and the Clergy, inftead of their idle- 
Claim of Independency on the State, would be 
forced to depend, for their daily Bread, on 

N 3 every 
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every Individual. But what Syftem of future 
Government was defigned ; whether it were al-‘ ( 
ready digefted, or would have been left for 
Time and Incidents to mature, I fhall not 
now examine. Only, upon this Occafion, I 
cannot help refle&ing on a Fa6V, which, it is 
probable, the Reader knows as well as myfelf. 
There was a Picture drawn, fome Time ago, 
reprefenting five Perfons, as large as the Life, 
fitting in Council together, like a Pentarchy j 
a void Space was left for a Sixth, which was 
to have been the Queen, to whom they in- 
tended that Honour : But her Majefty having 
fince fallen under their Difpleafure, they have 
made a Shift to crowd in two better Friends in 
her Place, which makes it a compleat Hep- 
tarchy. This Piece is now in the Country, 
referved until better Times ; and hangs in a 
Hall, among the Pictures of Cromwell , Brad- . 
/haw, Ireton , and fome other Predeceffors. 

I muft now defire Leave to fay fomething to 
a Gentleman, who hath been pleafed to pub- 
lifh a Difcourfe againft a Paper of mine, relat- 
ing to the Convocation. He promil'eth to fet 
me right , without any undue RejleElions, or in- 
decent Language . I fuppofe he means, in 

Comparifon of others, who pretend to anfwer 
the Examiner. So far h 1 ‘ ; but if he 



candid Antagonift, I believe he is miftaken. 
He fays, in his Title Page, my Rcprefentations 
are unfair , and my RefleSlions unjujl. And his 
Conclulion is yet more fevere, where he doubts 



thinks he hath behaved 
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I and my Friends are enraged again ft the Dutch, 
becaufe they preferred us from Popery and Arbi- 
trary P Oliver at the Revolution j and, fmce that 
Time , from being over-run by the exorbitant 
Power of France, and becoming a Prey to the 
Pretender. Becaufe this Author feems, in ge- 
neral, to write with an honeft Meaning, I 
would ferioufly put to him the Queftion, Whe- 
ther he thinks, I and my Friends are for Popery , 
Arbitrary Power , France , and the Pretender ? 
I omit other Inftances of fmaller moment, 
which, however, do not fuit, in my Opinion, 
with due Reflection, or decent Language. The 
Faff, relating to the Convocation , came from 
a good Hand j and I do not find this Author 
differs from me in any material Circumftance, 
about it. My Reflexions were no more than 
what might be obvious to any other Gentleman, 
who had heard of their late Proceedings. If 
the Notion be right, which this Author gives 
us of a Lower Houfe of Convocation ; it is a 
very melancholy one, and, to me, feems ut- 
terly inconfiftent with that of a Body of Men, 
whom he owns to have a Negative ; and there- 
fore, Cnee a great Majority of the Clergy dif- 
fer from him in feveral Points he advances, J 
fhall rather chufe to be of their Opinion than 
his. I fancy, when the whole Synod met in 
one Houfe , as this Writer affirms, they were 
upon a better Foot with their Bifhops j and, 
therefore, whether this Treatment, fo extreme- 
ly de Haut en Bas , Cnee their Exclufion, be 
fuitable to primitive Cuflpm, or primitive Hu- 
mility, 
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ynility, towards Brethren, is not my Bufmefs 
to enquire. One may allow the divine, or 
apoftolick, Right of Epifcopacy, and their 
great Superiority over Prefbyters ; andyetdif-. 
pute the Methods of exerciling the latter, 
which, being of human Inftitution, are fabjeft 
to Encroachments and Ufurpations. I know 
every Clergyman in a Diocefe hath a great 
deal of Dependence upon his Bifhop, and owes 
him canonical Obedience : But I was apt to 
think, that when the whole Reprefentative of 
the Clergy met in a Synod, they were confider- 
ed in another Light $ at lead ftnce they are al- 
lowed to have a Negative. If I am miftaken, 

I defire to be excufed, as talking out of my 
Trade: Only there is one thing wherein. I 
entirely differ from this Author ; fince, in the 
Difputes about Privileges, one Side mu ft recede : 
Where fo very few Priyileges remain, it is a 
hundred to one odds, that the Encroachments 
are not on the inferior Clergy’s Side ; and no 
Man can blame them for infifting on the fmall 
Number that is left. There is one Fact, 
wherein I mb ft take Occafion to fet this Au- 
thor right j that the Perfon * who firft moved 
the Queen to remit the Firft-fruits and Tenths 
to the Clergy, was an eminent Inftrwnent in tke 
latcTurn of Affairs j and, as 1 am told, hath 
lately prevailed to have the feme Favour grant- 
ed for the Clergy of Ireland f , 

* Earl of Oxford, LordTreafurer. 

f was done by the Author's Solicitation. 
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Ea.autem eft gloria % laus rc£le faftorum, mag - 
norumque in Rempublicam merit orum : £Que 
J sum optimi cujufque, turn etiam multitudinis 
ftgfl'wionio, comprobatur . ■» 

3 f Alp thinking, what a mighty Advantage 
X* it is, to be entertained as a Writer to a 
ruined Caufe. I remember a Fanatick Preacher , 
who was inclined to come into the Church , and 
take Orders ; but upon mature Thoughts, 
was diverted from that Defign, when he con- 
sidered that the Collections of the Godly were 
a much heartier and readier Penny, than he 
Ctmld get by wrangling for Tythes. He 
certainly had Reafon ; and the two Cafes are 
parallel. If you write in Defence of a fallen 

Party, 
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But I muft beg Leave to inform this Author, 
t my Paper is not intended for the Manage- 
ment of Controversy j which would be of very 
e Import to moll Readers j and only mif- 
"pend Time, that I would gladly employ to 
lifter Purpofes. For where it is a Man's 
Rufmefs to entertain a whole Room- full, it is 
unmannerly to apply himfelf to a particular 
Perfon, and turn his Back upon the reft of the 
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Party, you are maintained by Contribution, as a 
neceffary Perfon ; you have little more to do than 
to carp and cavil at thole who hold the Pen on 
the other Side j you are fure to be celebrated 
and carefljed by all your Party, to a Man. 
You may affirm and deny what you pleafe, 
withoutTruth or Probability, fince it is but Lofs 
of Time to contradift you. Commiferation is 
often on your Side ; and you have a Pretence 
to be thought honeft and difinterefted, for ad- 
hering to Friends in Diftrefs. After which, 
if your Friends ever happen to turn up again, 
you have a ftrongFund of Merit , towards mak- 
ing your Fortune. Then you never fail to 
be well furniffied with Materials $ every one 
bringeth in his Quota ; Falffiood being, natu- 
rally, more plentiful than Truth : Not to men- 
tion the wonderful Delight of libelling Men in 
Power, and hugging yourfclf in a Comer 
with mighty Satisfa&ion with what you have 
done. 

It is quite otherwife with us, who engage as 
Volunteers in the Service of a flourifliing Mi- 
niftry, in full Credit with the Queen, and be- 
loved by the People j becaufe they have no fi- 
nifter Ends or dangerous Defigns $ but purlue, 
with Steddinefs and Refolution, the true Inte- 
rell of both. Upon which Account they little 
want, or defire, our Affiftance j and we may 
write until the World is weary of reading, 
without having our Pretences allowed, either 
to a Place or a Pcnfion : Befides, we are re- 
fufed the common Benefit of the Party, to have 

oup 
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our Works cried up, of Courfe j the Readers 
of our. own Side being as ungentle, and hard 
topleafe, as if we writ againft them ; and 
our Papers never make their Way in the World, 
but barely in Proportion to their Merit. The 
Defign of their Labours, who write on the 
conquered Side, is, likewife, of greater Impor- 
tance than ours: They are like Cordials for 
dying Klen, which muftbe repeated where- 
as ours are, in the Scripture Phrafe, but Meat 
ftjr Babes : At leaft, all I can pretend, is to 
undeceive the Ignorant, and thofe at a Diftance; 
but their Talk is to keep up the finking Spirits 
of a whole Party. 

^Afi^er fbch Reflexions, I cannot be angry 
with thofe Gentlemen for perpetually writing 
aeainft me: It furni flies them largely with 

ks y and is, befides, their proper Bufl- 
nefs. Neither is it AffeXation, or altogether 
Scorn , ttvat I do not reply. But, as things 
are, we both are fuitable to onr feveral Pro- 
vinces : Mine is, by laying open fom§ Cor- 
ruptions in the late Management, tofet thofe, 
who are ignorant, right in their Opinions 
of Perlons and Things. It is theirs, to cover 
with Fig-leaves, all the Faults of their Friends, 
as well as they can. When I have produced 
my Fads, and offered my Arguments, I have 
nothing farther to advance j it is their Office 
to deny and difprove ; and then let the World 
decide. If I were as they, my chief Endea- 
vour fhould, certainly, be to batter down the 
Examiner j therefore, I cannot but approve 

their 
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their Defign. Befides, they havej indeed, 
another Reafon for barking inceflantly at this 
Paper : They have in their Prints openly tax- 
ed a moft ingenious Perfon, as Author of it ; 
one who is in great, and very deferved, Re- 
putation with the World, both on account of 
his Poetical Works, and his Talents for pub- 
lick Bulinefs. They were wife enough to con- 
lider, what a Sanction it would give their 
Performances, to fall under the Animadver- 
fion of fuch a Pen ; and have, therefore, ufed 
all the Forms of Provocation, commonly prac- 
tifed by little obfcure Pedants, who are fond 
of diftinguifhing themfelvesby the Fame of an 
Adverfary. So nice a Tafte have thefe judi- 
cious Cri ticks, in pretending to difcover an 
Author by his Style, and Manner of thinking: 
Not to mention the Juftice and Candour of ex- 
hauftingall the ftale Topicks of Scurrility, in 
reviling a Paper, and then flinging, at a Ven- 
ture, the whole Load upon one who is entire- 
ly innotent ; and whofe greateft Fault, per- 
haps, is too much Gentlcnefs towards a Party, 
from whole Leaders he hath received quite con- 
trary Treatment. 

The Concern I have for the Eafe and Repu- 
tation of fo deferving a Gentleman, hath, at 
length, forced me, much againfl: my Intereft 
and Inclination, to let thefe angry People know 
who is not the Author of the Examiner . For, 
I obferved; the Opinion began to fpread j and 
I chofe rather to facrifice the Honour I received 
by it, then let injudicious People entitle him 

to 
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to a Performance, that, perhaps, he might 
have Reafon to be alhamea of : Still faithfully 
promiling, never to diflurb thofe wbrthy Ad- 
vocates ; but fuller them, in quiet, to roar on 
at the Examiner , if they, or their Party, find 
any Eafe in it $ as the Phylicians lay there is to 
People in Torment, fuch as Men in the Gout, 
or Women in Labour. 

However, I muft acknowledge myfelf in- 
debted to them for one Hint, which I fhajl now 
purfue, although in a different Manner. Since 
the Fall of the late Miniftry, I have feen many 
Papers filled with their Encomiums ; I conceive, 
in Imitation of thofe who write the Lives of 
famous Men, where, after their Deaths, im- 
mediately follow their Chara&crs. When X 
faw the poor Virtues thus dealt at Random, I 
thought the Dilpplcrs had flung their Names, 
like Valentines, into a Hat , to be drawn, as 
Fortune pleaded, by the ’Junto and their Friends. 
There Crajjus drew Liberality and Gratitude ; 
Ftd<via, Humility and Gentlaiefs Clodius, Piety 
and JufUce ; Gracchus } Loyalty to his Prince ; 
Cii}na, Lo'Vc to his Country and Confutation j 
and fo of the reft. Or, to quit this Allegory, 

I have often feen, of late, the. whole Set of dis- 
carded Statefmcn celebrated, by their judicious 
Hirelings, for thofe very Qualities which their 
Admirers owned they chiefly wanted. Did 
thefe Heroes put off and lock up their Virtues , 
when they .came into Employment, and have 
they now refumed them, unce their Difmiflions ? 
If they wore them, I am fure it was under their 
. Vol.XI, ' O Greatncfs,. 
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Greatnefsy and without ever convincing 
the World of their Vifibllity or Influence. 

But, why Ihpuld not the prefent Minilhy 
find a Pen to praife therp, as well as the laft ? 
This is what I lhall now undertake j arid it 
inay be more impartial in me, from whom they 
have deferved fo little. I have, without being 
called , lerved them half a Year, in Quality of 
Champion j and, by Help of the Queen, and 
a Majority of nine in ten of the Kingdom, have 
been able to protect them againft a routed Ca- 
bal of hated Politicians, with a dozen of Scrib- 
lers at their Head : Yet, fo far have they been 
from rewarding me fuitable to my Deferts, 
that, to this Day, they never fo much as lent 
to the Printer , tp enquire who I was ; although 
I have known a Time and Miniftry, where a 
Perfon of half my Merit and Confideration 
would havp had fifty Promifes j and, in the 
mean time, a Penflon lettled on him, whereof 
the flrfl Quarter fliould be honeflly paid. There- 
fore, my Refentments lhall fo far prevail, that 
in praiiing thofe who are now at the Head of 
Affairs, I lhall, at the fame time, take Notice 
of their Defe&s, • 

Was any Man more eminent in his ProfelTion 
than the prefent Lord Keeper , or more diftin- 
^uilhed by his Eloquence and great Abilities 
in the Houfe of Commons ? and will not his 
Enemies allow him to be fully equal to the great 
Station he now adorns ? But tl^en it mull be 
granted, that he is wholly ignorant in the fpe- 
plilajiive, as well as the praflical Part of Polygcu 

■ ' ' ; . 1 ' 1 
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tny 5 lie knows not how to metamorphofe a 
fober Man into a Lunatiek ; he is no Free- 
thinker in Religioh, nor has Courage to be 
Patron of an atheiftical Book, while he is 
Guardian.of the Queen’s Confcience. Al- 
though, after all, to lpeak my private Opinion, 
I cannot think thefe fuch. mighty Objections to 
his Character* as fome would pretend. 

The Perfon * who now prefides at the Coun- 
cil, is defended from a great and honourable 
Father, not from the Dregs of the People j he 
was at the Head of the Trealury for fomC Years, 
and rather chol’e to enrich his Prince than him- 
felf. In the Height of Favour and Credit, he 
facrificed the greateft Employment in the King- 
dom to his Confcience and Honour ; he hath, 
been always firm in his Loyalty and Religion, 
zealous for fuppoiting the Prerogative of the 
Crown, and preferving the Liberties of the 
People. But then his bed Friends rauft own, 
that he is neither Deijl nor Socinian ; he hath 
never convened with f eland, to open and en- 
large his Thoughts, and difpel the Prejudices 
ot Education ; nor was he ever able to arrive 
at that Perfection of Gallantry, to ruin and hn- 
prifon the Hujhand, in order to keep the Wife 
without Difturbance. 

The prelent Lord Steward hath been always 
didinguilhed for his Wit and Knowledge ; is 
of confiimmate Wifdom and Experience in 
Affairs ; hath continued conftant to the true 

* Laurence Hyde, late Earl of Roche (ter. 
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Intereft of the Nation, which he efpoufedfrom 
the Beginning, and is every Way qualified to 
fupport the Dignity of his Office: But, in 
Point of Oratory , muft give Place to his Pre- 
deceflfor. 

The Duke of Shrrwjbury was highly mftrvi- 
mental in- bringing hbout the Revolution, in 
which Service he freely expofed his Life and 
Fortune. He hath ever been the Favourite of 
the Nation, being pofTeffed of many amiable 
Qnalites ; bbt in the Agreeablenefs and Fra- 
grancy ofhisPerfon, and the Profoundnefs of 
his Politicks, muft be allowed to fall' very ffiort 



Mr. Harley had the Honour of being chofen 
Speaker, lucceffively, to three Parliaments. 
He was the firft, of late Years, who ventured 
to reftore the forgotten Cuftom of treating his 
Prince with Duty and RefpeB\ eafy and dif- 
engaged in' private Converlation, with fuch 
a Weight of Affairs upon his Shoulders; of 

f reat Learning, and as great a Favourer and 
rote&or of ft ; intrepid by Nature, as well as 
by the Confcioufnefs of his own Integrity ; a 
Deipiier of Money ; purfuing the true Intereft 
of his Prince and Country, againft all Obfta- 
cles ; fagacious to view into the remoteft Con- 
sequences of Things, by which all Difficulties 
fly before him ; a firm Friend, and a placable 
Enemy ; faeri being his jufteft Refentments, not 
1 only to public k Good; but to common Inter- 
ceffion and Acknowledgment. Yet, with all 
thefe Virtues, it muft be granted, there is fome 
; Mixture 
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of human Infirmity, His greateft 
xnuft confefs his Skill at Cards and 
very low and fuperficial j in Hoi fe- 
te utterly ignorant $ then, to fave a 
ns to the Publick, he never regards 
worthy Citizens he hinders from 
their Plumb. - And, finely, there 
ing never to be forgiven him j that he 
to have his Table filled with Black 
diom he ufeth as if they were Gentle - 



Lord D is a Man of Letters, full 

- 

>d Senfe, Good Nature, and Honour ; 



(h id Virtue and Regularity in his Life ; but 
ur* under one great Defeft, that he treats 
Cleflcs with more Civility and Good Man- 
an others, in his Station, have done the 
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itting fbme others, I (hall clofe this Cha- 
jf the prefent Minijlrj with that of Mr- 
*, who, from his Youth, applying thofe 
ble Talents of Nature, atad Improve- 
of Art, to publick Bufinefs, grew enii- 
i Court and Parliament at an Age when 
enerality of Mankind is employed in. 
and Folly. It is to be lamented that 
not yet procured himfelf a bufy, impor - 
'ountenance \ nor learned that profound 
Wild dm, to be diffcult ojAccefs. Be- 
e hath clearly mi token the true Ufe of 
which he hath thumbed, an«ji fpoiled 
leading, when he ought to have multi- 
them on his Shelves ; Not like a great 
O 3 Man 
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Man of my Acquimtaace, who knew a Book 
bvthe Back better thana Friend by the Face} 
although he had never convcrfed with the for- 
mer, and often with the latter. 

u ■ ! f ■ " ...ti 
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No. xxvii. Tkurftlay, February 8, 1710. 

Caput eft in omni procuration negotii muneris 
public ut avarituz pellalur etiam minima 
fufpicic. > 

T HERE is no Vice which Mankind carries 
to fuch wild Extremes as that of Avarice. 
Thofe two which feem to rival it, in this Point, 

, are Luft and Ambition : But the former is 
checked by Difficulties and Difeafes, deftroys 
itfelf by its own Purfuits, and ufualiy declines 
with old Age ; and the latter, requiring Cou- 
rage, Conduft, and Fortune in a high Degree, 
and meeting with a thoufand Dangers and Op- 
poftions, fucceeds too feldom in an Age to fall 
under common Obfervation. Or, is Avarice, 
perhaps, the fame Paffion with Ambition : on- 
ly placed in more ignoble and daftardly Minds, 

. by which the Ob; eft is changed from Power 
to Money ? Or, it may be that one Man purfues 
Power in Order to Wealth ; and another 
Wealth in order to Power ; which laid is the 
fater Way; although longer about 3 and, fuit- 

. ■- . ing 
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in^ with every Period, as well as Condition of 
Lite, is more generally followed. 

However it be, the Extremes of this Pafiion 
are certainly more frequent than of any other j 
and often to a Degree fo abfurd and ridiculous, 
that if it were not for their Frequency, they 
could hardly obtain Belief. The StMgc , 'which 
carries other Follies and Vices beyond Nature • 
and Probability, falls very ftiort in the Repre- 
fentations of Avarice -, nor are there any Ex- 
travagancies in this Kind deferibed by ancient, 
or modern Comedies, which are not outdone 
by an hundred Inftances, commonly told among 
ourfelvo6- ^ 

I am ready to conclude from hence, that a 
Vice, which keeps fo firm a Hold upon human 
Nature, and governs it with fo unlimited a Ty- 
ranny, iince it cannot wholly, be eradicated, 
ought, at leaft, to be confined to particular Ob- 
je&s; to Thrift and Penury, to private Fraud 
and Extortion, and never fuftered to prey upon 
the Publick ; and fhoulcl certainly be rejected 
as the mod unqualifying Circumftance for any 
Employment, where Bribery and Corruption 
can poflibly enter. 

If the Mifchiefs of this Vice, in a publick 
Station, were confined to enriching only thole 
particular Perfons employed, the Evil would 
be more fupportable : But, it is, ufually, quite 
otherwife. When a Steward defrauds his 
Lord , he mu ft connive at the reft of the Servants , 
while they are following the fame Pra&ice in 
their feveral Spheres ; fo that in fome Families 
*V v * v' * you 
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you may obferve a Subornation of Knaves in a 
Link, downwards, to the very Heifer in the 
Stables, all cheating by Concert, and with Im- 
punity. And, even if this were all, perhaps the 
Mafter could bear it, without being undone $ 
but it fo happens that for every Shilling the Ser- 
vant gets by his Iniquity, the Maher lofeth 
twenty ; the Perquifites of Servants being but 
finall Compositions for fullering Shopkeepers 
to bring in what Bills they pleafe. It Is exaft- 
ly the lame Thing in a State : An avaricious 
Man in OlRce is in Confederacy with the whole 
Clan of his Diftrift, or Dependance, which, in 
modern Terms of Art, is called to live, and 
let live ; and yet their Gains are the fmallelt 
Part of the Publick’s Lofs. Give a Guinea to 
a knnvifh Land-waiter , and he lhall connive at 
the Merchant, lor cheating the Queen of an 
bundled. A Brewer gives a Bribe to have 
the Privilege of felling Drink to the Navy j 
but the Fraud is an hundred times greater 
than the Bribe, and the Ptiblick is at the whole 
Lofs. 

Moralifts make two kinds of Avarice : that 
of Catiline , alien i affetens, fui projufus ; and 
the other more generally undei flood by that 
Name, which is, the endiefs Dclire of hoard- 
ing. But I take the former to be more dan- 
gerous in a State, becaufe it mingles with Am- 
bition, which, I think, die latter cannot ; for 
although the lame Brcaft may be capable of 
admitting both, it is net able to cultivate them ; 
and where the Love of heaping Wealth pre* 

vud-. 
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p there is not, in my Opinion, much to 
ided from Ambition. The Dilgrace 
lid Vice is fooner apt to fpread than 
thee; and is always attended with the 
l and Scorn of the People : So that, when- 
ever thafe two Paflions happened to meet in the 
~ Subje£l, it is not unlikely that Providence 
h, placed Avarice to he a Check upon A?n- 
and, I have' Reafon to think, fojne gredt 
lers of State have been of my Opinion. 
*^divine Authority of Holy Writ, the 
^JPhilofaphers, the.Laflies and Ridi- 
ile of fat; yrical Poets, have been all employed 
mg this inlatiable Thirll of Money ; 
equally controuled by the daily Prac- 
Tnkind. Nothing new remains to be 
upon the Occafion ; and if there did, I 
remember my Charafter, that I am an 
iminer only, and not a Reformer. 

/ever, in thofe Cafes where the Frailties 
ticular Men do nearly affeift the publick 
fiich as a Prime Minifter of State, or 
-great General of an Army ; methinks there 
fbould be fome Expedient contrived, to let 
them know, impartially, what is the World’s 
•Opinion in the Point. Encompaffed with a 
Crowd of depending Flatterers, they are 
ny Degrees blinder* to their own Faults than 
the common Infirmities of human Nature can 
plead in their Excufe. Advice dares not be 
offered, or is wholly loll, or returned with 
Hatred : And whatever appears in publick a- 
gainft their prevailing Vice, goes for nothing ; 

being 
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being either not applied, or palling only for 
Libel and Slander, proceeding from the Malice 
land Envy of a Party. 

I have fometimes thought that if I had lived 
at Rcme, in the Time of the firft Triumvirate , 
I fhould have been tempted to write a Letter, 
as from an unknown Hand, to thole three great 
Men, who had then ufurped the fovereigli 
Power j wherein I would freely and fincerely 
tell each of them that Fault which I conceived 
Was moft odious, and of word Confcquence to 
the Commonwealth. That tq Crajfus ihould 
have been lent to him after his Conquefts in 
Mefopotamia, and in the following Terms ; 

“To Marcus Crajfus , Health. 

“ IF Jon apply, as you ought, what I now 
“ write, you will be more obliged to me than 
%t to all the World, hardly excepting your 
“ Parents, or your Country. I intend to tell 
“ you , without Difguife or Prejudice, the 
* { Opinion which the World hath entertained 
* 1 of you, and, to let you fee I write this with - 
out any Sort of ill Will, you lhall firft hear 
“ the Sentiments they have to your Advantage. 
“ No Man disputes the Gracefulnels of your 
“ Perlbn ; you are allowed to have a good and 
* ‘ clear U nderftanding, cultivated by the Knovv- 
“ ledge of Men and Manners, although not 
“ by Literature ; you are no ill Orator in the 
4< Senate j you are laid to excel in the Ai % of 
bridling and fubduing yonr Anger, and 

“ Hiding 



Digitized by Google 




No. xxvi t'. EXAMINER. 155 

“ Rifling and concealing your Refen tments ; 

you have been a molt iucce&ful General, of 
** long Experience, great Conclu6t, and much 
te perfonal Courage } you have gained many 
important Victories lor the Commonwealth, 

“ and forced theftrongeft Towns in Mefopota - 
“ mia to lunender, for which frequent Suppli- 
“ cations have been decreed by the Senate* 

‘‘ Vet, with all thefe Qualities, and this Me- 
tl rit, give nie leave to lay, you are neither 
“ beloved by the Patricians nor Plebeians at 
“ Home, nor by the Officers or private Sol- 
i( diers of your own Army abroad. And do 
you know, Crajfus , that tliis is owing to a 
“ Fault, of which you may cure yourfelf by 
“ one Minute's Refleflion ? What lhall I fay ? 

“ You are the richeft Perl'on in tlie Common - 
“ wealth } you have no Male Child } your 
(t Daughters are all married to wealthy Patri- 
“ cians } you are far in the Decline of Life, / 
and yet you are deeply Rained with that odi- 
“ ous and ignoble Vice of Covet oufnefs, It is 
** affirmed, that you defeend even to the mean- 
“ eft and moft Icandalous Degrees of it} and, 
while you pofl'efs fo many Millions, whilp 
f< you are daily acquiring fo many more, you 
f ‘ are lolicitous how to lave a Angle Scjierce ; 
f< of which an hundred ignominious Inftances 
** are produced, and in all Mcni Mouths. I 
H will only mention that P allage cf the Bujkins *jj 

■ . * }Pet Slgcki/igs 

t * 
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“ which, after abundance of Perfuafion, yon 
<c you would hardly luffer to be cut from your 
<c Legs, when they were fo wet and cold, that 
ct to have kept them on would have endanger- 
“ ed your Life. 

“ In (lead of ufing the common Arguments 
<e to difluade you from this Weaknefs, I will 
<c endeavour to convince you, that you are re- 
if ally guilt}’ of it *, and leave the Cure to your 
** own good Senfe. For, perhaps, you are 
** not yet perfuaded this is your Crime j you 
have, probably, never yet been reproached* 
* c for it to your Face ; and what you are now 
** told comes from one unknown, and, it may 
xt be, from an Enemy. You will allow your- 
<l felf, indeed, to be prudent- in the Manage- 
mcnt of your Fortune ; you are not a Prodi- 
€t gal, like Clodius, or Catiline, but furely 
that delerves not the Name of A-varice. I 
<s will inform you how to be convinced. Dif- 
<l guile your Perfon $ go among the common 
* ( People in Rome ; introduce Difcourfes a- 
<( bout yourfelf; enquire your own Chara&er 
X( Do the fame in your own Camp $ walk a- 
<* bout it in the Evening, hearken at every 
t( Tent ; and, if you do not hear every Mouth 
<e cenfuring, lamenting, curfmg this Vice in 
<( you, and even you for this Vice, conclude 
ie yourfelf innocent. If you be not yet per- 
<( luaded, fend for At ticus, Ser<vius Sulpicius, 
<i Cato , or Brutus ; they are all your Friends ; 

conjure them to tell you, ingenuoufly, which 
*f is your great Fault, and which they would 

t( chiefly 
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*.* chiefly with you to correft ; if they do not a- 
** gree in their Vcrdift, in the Name of all the 
** Gods , you are acquitted. 

te When your Adverfaries reflefl how far 
u you are gone in this Vice, they are tempted 
*f to talk as if we owed our Succefles not to 
“ your Courage or Conduft, but to thofe 
“ Veteran Troops you command ; who are 
“ able to conquer under any General , with fo 
(t many brave and experienced Officers to lead 
“• them. Bcfides, we know the Confequen- 
“ ces your Avarice hath often occafioned. The 
“ Soldier hatli been ftarving for Bread, fur- 
“ rounded with Plenty, and in an Enemy's 
fC Country $ but all under Safeguards and Con- 
“ tributions •, which, if you had fometimes pleaf- 
“ ed to have exchanged for Pro-vi/ions, might, 
u at the Expence of a few Talents' in a Cam- 
paign, have fo endeared you to the Army, 
“ that they would have deiired you to lead 
“ them to the utmoft limits of Afia. But you 
“ rather chofe to confine your Conquefts with* 
“ in the fruitful Country of Mefopotamia , 
where Plenty of Money might be railed. 
tl How far that fatal Greedinefs of Gold might 
il might have influenced you, in breaking off 
,( the Treaty with the old Parthian King Oro- 
des , you beft can tell ; your Enemies charge 
“ you wjth it ; your Friends offer nothing 
** material in your Defence ; and all agree, 
“ there is nothing fo pernicious which the Ex- 
“ tremes of Avarice may not bq able to in-* 
f . { fpire. 

v-Vol, XI, P «« The 

'i * 1 
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*< The Moment you quit this Vice, yea 
ft will be a truly great Man ; and ftill there 
“ will Imperfections enough remain, to con- 
f * vince us you are not a God. Farewel.'* 

Perhaps a Letter of this Nature, fent to fb 
reafon able a Man as Crajfus , might have put 
him upon examining into himfelf, and correct- 
ing that little fordid Appetite, fo utterly incon- 
fittent with all Pretences to Heroifm. A Youth, 
in the Heat of Blood, may plead, with fome 
Shew of Reafon, that he is not able to fubdue 
his Lufts. An ambitious Man may ufe the 
fame Arguments for his Love of Power ; or, 
perhaps, other Arguments to juftify it. But 
Excels of Avarice hath neither ofthele Pleas to 
offer ; it is not to be juftified, and cannot pre- 
tend Temptation for Excufe. Whence can die 
Temptation come ? Reafon difclaims it altoge- 
ther j and it cannot be faid to lodge in the 
Blood, or the Animal Spirits. So that I con- 
clude, No Man of true Valour y and true Under- 
flan ding, upon whom this Vice hath flolen una - 
wares, when he is convinced he is guilty , will 
fuffer it to remain in his Breafl an Hour. 
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No. xxviii. Thurfday, February 1 5, 1710. 

• p • , 

* • . • » * » •»'..»* . •» 7 * 

Jnultus tit tu riferis Cotyttia ? 

(T ' • . *' ' ** \” • * 

jiff Anfwer to the Letter to the Examiner. 

•- •* - • • • • . 4 '-.t? 

y Sir,' - London, Feb. 15, 1710. 

ALTHOUGH I have, wanted Leisure to 
/l acknowledge the Honour of a Letter you _ 
vas pleafed to write to me, about fix Months 
ago j yet L have been very careful in obeying 
iorne of your Commands, and am going on, as 
fafi as I can, with the reft. * I wife you Haxl 
thought fit to have conveyed them to me by a 
more private Hand than that of the Printing- 
Houfe : For, although I was pleafed with a Pat- 
tern of Style and Spirit, which I proposed to 
imitate, yet I was lorry the World lhould be a 
Witnefs how far I fell Ihort in both. - 
. I am afraid you did not conlider what an 
-abundance of Work you have cut out for me ; 
neither am I at all comforted- by the Promife 
you > are fp kind to make, -that when I have 
f erf or me d my ’Fafk , D — -n pail blujh in bis 

Grlave among the Dead , W e among the 

Living, and even V le JhalL Jeel fome Re- 

morfe , How the Gentleman in his Grave may 
have kept his Countenance, I cannot inform 
.you, having noAcquaintance-at alfwith the Sex- 
. ton ; But for . the other two, I take Leave to 
, : ’ , , ' Pa ' . affile , 
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affaire you, there have not yet appeared the 
leaft Signs of Bluffing or Rentorfe in either, 
although J'ome •very good Opportunities have of- 
fered, if they had thought fit to accept them : 
So that, with your Permiffaon, I had rather en- 
gage to continue this Work until they be in 
their Graves too ; which I am fure will happen 
much fooner than the other. 

You defire I would tolleft fome qf thofe In- 
dignities offered laff Tear to her Majeffy. I 
am ready to oblige you ; and have got a pret- 
ty tolerable Colle&ion by me, which I am ih 
doubt whether to publifh by itfelf in a large Vo- 
lume in Folioy or fcatter them here and there, 
occafionally, in my Papers. Although, in- 
deed, I am fometimes thinking to ftifie theih 
altogether ; becaufe fuch a Hilfory would be 
apt to give Foreigners a monftrous Opinion of 
our Country. But, fince it is your abfolufe 
Opinion, that the World fhould be informed 1 $ 
I will, with the firft Occafiou, pick out a few 
choice Inffances , and let them take their Chance 
in the enfuing Papers. I have alio, in my 
Cabinet, certain Quires of Paper, filled with 
Faffs of Corruption, Mifmanagement, Cow- 
ardice, Treachery, Avarice, Ambition, and 
the like ; with an Alphabetical Table, to fave 
Trouble. And, perhaps, you will not won- 
der at the Care I take to be fo well provided, 
when you consider the vaft Expence I am at. 
I feed, weekly, two or three Wit -Jl cried Wri- 
ters, who have no other vifible Support ; be- 
fide feveral others who live upon my Offals. In 

fhort, 
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ftort, I am like a Nurfe, who fuckles Twins 
at one Time ; and hath, bcfides, one or tnco 
Whelps con ftantly to draw herBreafts. 

I muft needs confefs (and it is with Gricfl 
fpeak it) that I have been the innocent Caufe 
of a great Circulation of Dulnefs : At the 
fame time I have often ivrndered how it hath 
come to pafs, that thele induftrious People, af- 
ter poring fo conftantly upon the Examiner, a 
Paper writ with plain Senfe, and in a tolerable 
Style, have madefo little Improvement. lam 
fore it would have fallen out quite otherwise 
with me : For, by what I have feen of their 
Performances (and, I am credibly infonned, 
they are all of aTiece) if I had pernfed them 
until now, I fhould have been fit for little hut 
to make an Advocate in the fame Caufe. 
-You, Sir, perhaps, will wonder, as mod 
others do, what End thefe angry Folks pro- 
pofe, in writing perpetually againft the Exa- 
miner: It is not to beget a better Opinion of 
the late Miniftry, or with any Hope to con- 
vince the World that I am in the wrong in any 
oiteFaft I relate; they know all that to be loft 
Labour, and yet their Defign is important 
enough ; They would fain provoke me, by all 
Sorts of Methods within the Length of their 
Capacity, to anfwer their Papers ; which would 
render mine wholly uielefs to the Ptiblick : For, 
if it once come to Rejoinder add 'Reply, we 
ihould be all upon a Level ; and then their 
Work would be done. 

. x P 3 **' . « * • There 
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There is one Gentleman indeed, who 
hath written three fmall Pamphlet* upon the 
Management of the War , and the Treaty of 
Peace. Thefe I had intended to have bellow- 
ed a Paper in examining ; and could eaiily 
have made it appear, that whatever he lays of 
Truth, relates not at all to the Evils we com- 
plain of, or controuls ope Syllable of what I 
have ever advanced. No body, that I know 
of, did ever dil'pute the Duke oi Marlborough's 
Courage, Condufl, or Succefs $ they have 
been always unqueftionable, and will continue 
to be fo, in fpight of the Malice of his Ene- 
mies, or, which is mpre, the Wcaknefs of his 
Advocates. The Nation only wilhed to fee him 
taken out of ill Hands, and put into better. 
But what is all this to the Conduft of the late 
Miniftry, the ihamefui Mifmanagements in 
Spain , or the wrong Steps in the Treaty of 
Peace $ the Secret of which will not bear the 
Light, and is, confequently, by this Au- 
thor very poorly defended ? Thefe, and 
many other Things, I would have (hewn : but, 
upon fecond Thoughts, determined to have 
it done in a Difcourfe by itielf, rather than 
take up Room here, and break into the De- 
fign of this Paper, from whence I have refolv-- 
ed to banilh Controverfy as much as poflible. 
But the Poftfcript to his third Pamphlet was 
enough to difguft me from having any Deal- 
ings at all with fuch a Writer j unleis that Part 

t Hare afterwards Bi/hop o/'Chichefter. 

was 
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was left to fome Footman he hath pkked up a* 
inong the Boys who follow the Camp, whole 
Chaia&er it would iuit much better tliau that 
of the fuppofed t At leail, the l'oui Language, 
the idle, impotent Menaces, and the grols per- 
verting of an innocent Exptefiioii in the fourth 
Examiner , joined tothat Kefpeft 1 ihali ever 
have for the Function of a bi i iue, would in- 
cline me to believe lo. But when he turns off 
his Footman, and declaims that Poftlcripf, l 
• will tear it out, and fee how far the rclt de- 
ferves to be confidered . > 

But, Sir, I labour under a much greater 
Diiiiculty, upon which I fhould be glad to 
hear your Advice. I am worried, on one Side, 
by the Whigs, for being looj'e-vere ; by the To- 
ries, on the other f or being too gentle. 1 have 
formerly hinted a Complaint of this j but, 
having lately received two peculiar Letters, 
among many others, I thought nothing could 
better reprelent my Condition, or the Opinion 
which live warm Men cf both Sides have of my 
Condu6l, than to fend you a Tranlcriptofeach. 
The former is exactly in thefe W ords • 



To the Examiner. 
iC Mr. Examiner , 

tc By your continual reflet mg upon the 
t( Conduit of the late Miniflry, and by your 
« Encomiums on the piefuit, it is as clear 

, “ the 
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«* the Sun at Noon-day , that you are a Jefuit, 
“ or Nonjuror, employed by the Friends of 
“ the- Pretender to endeavour to introduce ZV* 
{t pery and Slavery, and Arbitrary Povuer yand 
« c to infringe the f acred Aft for Toler'afron of 
“ Dijjenters . Now, Sir, fince the moft tnge - 
,nious Authors , who write weekly againft you, 
“ are not able to teach you better Manners, I 
<f would have you to know, that thofe 'great 
“ and excellent Men, as low as you think 
* l them at prefent, do not want Friends that 
<c will take the firft proper Occafion to cut 
t( your Throat,, as all fuch Enemies to Mode- 
<* ration ought to be ferved. It is well you 
have cleared another Perfon from being 
<< Author of your curled Libels; .although, 

d mme, perhaps, after all, that may 

be a Bamboozle too. However, I hope we 
€( fhall foon ferret you out. Therefore, I 
advife you, as a Friend, to let fall your 
(t Pen, and retire betimes; for our Patience 
« e is now at an End. It is enough to lofe 
our Power and Employments, without fet- 
(C ting the whole Nation againft us. Confider, 
“ three Years is the Life of a Party ; d— mme, 
f* every Dog hath his Day , and it will be cur 
Turn next: Therefore take Warning, and 
ee learn to Jlecp in a vohole Skin ; or, whenever 
ct we are uppermoft, by G— d you fhall find 
fi find no Mercy.” 
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- The other Letter was in the following 

Terms j 

v ^ • -* * S f f« •>- ** * 

“ To the Examiner. 

“ Sir* 

“ I am a Country Member, and conflantlv 
tc fend a Dozen of your Papers down to my 
c< Elcflors. I have read them all, but, I con- 
et fefs, not with the Satisfaftion 1 expelled. It 
** is plain you know a great deal more than 
(< you Write : why will you not let us have It 
*' all out ? We are told, that the Queen hath 
“ been a long time treated with Inlblenre, by 
“ thofe Ihe hath molt obliged. Pray, Sir, let 
(i us have a few good Stories upon that Head. 
“ We have been cheated of feveral Millions; 
“ why will not you fet a Mark on the Knaves 
“ who art guilty,' and (hew us wlvat Ways 
f< they took to rob the Publick at luch a Rate ? 
“ Inform us how we came to be difappointed 
** of Peace, about two Years ago. In Ihort, 
** turn the whole Myftery of Iniquity inHde 
<c out, that every Body may have a View of 
“ it. But above all, explain to tis what was 
* c at the Bottom of that lame Impeachment : I 
<c am lure I never liked it ; for, at that very 
* c Time, a dijfentbig Preacher, in our Neigh- 
il bonrhood, came often to fee our Parfon ; 
“ it could be for no Good, for he would walk 
“ about the Barns and the Stables, and delire 

** to 
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to look into the Ghurch, as who Jhould fay 9 
Tbcfe will Jhortlypc mine : and we all believed 
he was then contriving ibme Alterations, 
againft he got into Pofleflion. And I (hall 
never forget, that a Whig Juftice offered me 
then very high for my Bifhop’s Leafe. I 
mu ft be fo bold to tell you, Sir, that you 
are too favourable : I am fure there was no 
living in Quiet for us,.while they were in the 
Saddle. I was turned out of the Commiflion, 
and called a Jacobite , although it coft me 
a thoufand Pounds in joining with the 
Prince of Orange at the Revolution. The 
DifcovpriesI would have you make, are of 
feme Fails for which they ought to be hang- 
ed ; not that I value their Heads, but . I 
would fee them expofed, which may be 
* c done upon the Owners Shoulders as well as 
<( upon a Pole,” &c. 
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Thefe, Sir, are the Sentiments -pf a whole 
Party on one Side, and of confide/able Numbers 
on the other : However, taking the Medium 
between thefe Extremes, I think to go on as I 
have hitherto done, although I am fenfible my 
Paper would be more popular, if I did not lean 
too much to the favourable Side. For nothing 
delights the People more, than to fee their Op- 
prelfors humbled, and all their Actions, painted 
with proper Colours, fet out in open View. 
Ex ados Tyrannos denfum bumeris bibit aure <vuL 
gus, » * • 

Bat 
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^ as for the Whigs, I am in fome doubt, 
Whether this mighty Concern they rtiew for the 
Honour of the late Miniftry, may not be af- 
fcaed ; at leaft whether their Mafters will thank 
them for their Zeal infuch a Catife. It is, I 
thmk, a known Story of a Gentleman, who 
fought another for calling him Son of a Whore ; 
but his Mother defired her Son to make no’ 
more Quarrels upon that Subjeft, becanfe it 
‘was true. For pray, Sir, doth it not look like 
a Jeft, that fuch a pernicious Crew, after drain- 
ing our Wealth, and difcovering the moft de- 
ftruaive Defigns againft our Church and State; 
inftead of thanking'Fortime'Ihat they are got 
off fafe in their Perfons and Plunder, fhould 
hire thefe Bullies of the Pen, to defend their 
Reputations ? I remember, I thought it the 
hardeffCafe in the World, when a poor Ac-; 
quaintance of mino^iiaving fallen in among 
Sharpers, where, he loft all his Money, and 
then complaining he was cheated, got a good 
Beating into the Bargain, for offering to affront 
Gentlemen. I believe the only Reafon vvhy- 
thefe Purloiners of the Publick caufe fuc|i \ 
Clutter to be made about their Reputations.,, Jr 
to prevent Inquifitions that might tend towavtfsj 
makingthemrefund : Like tho/e Women thfy^ 
^all Shop-lifters, who, when they are challenged 
for their Thefts, appear to be mighty angry 
and affronted, for fear of being fe arched. 

: I will difmifs you, Sir, ■ when; 4, have taken 
notice of one Particular. Perhaps you may 
have obferved in the tolerated factious Papers 
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of the Week, that the Earl of Rochefter is fre- 
quently reflected on for having been EccleJiaftL 
cal Commijftoner and Lord Lreafurer, in the 
Reign of the late King James. The Fa£l is 
true ; and it will not be denied, to his inunor* 
tal Honour, that becaul’e he could not comply 
with the Meafures then taking, he refignea 
both thofe Employments j of which the latter 
was immediately fupplied by a Commifhon, 
jiompofcd of two popilh Lords, and the prefcnt 
Earl of Godolphin . 



No. xxix. Thurfday, February az, 1710. 

‘4 

Laus furnma in fortuna bm w t non extuliffc fe in 
pot eft at e y non j'uijfe infoie n^m in pecunia, non 
fe pratulijfe aliis propter okundantiarn for - 
. tuna. 

. . . * . * 

I Am confcious to myfelf, that I write this 
Paper with no other Intention but that of 
doing good. I never received Injury from the 
Ifite Miniftry ; nor Advantage from the prefent. 
Farther than in common with every good Sub- 
ject. There were among the former one or 
two, who muff be allowed to have poflelTed 
very valuable Qualities ; but proceeding by a 
Syltem of Politicks which ourConftitution could 
not i'uffer, and difeovering a Contempt of ail 

Religion, 
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Religion, efpecially of that which hath been 
lb happily eltablifhed among us ever iince the 
Reformation 9 they ieem to have been juftly 
lufpe£Ved of no very* good Inclinations to 
either. • . • 

It is poflible, that a Man may fpeculatively 
prefer the Conftitution of another Country, or 
an Utopia of his own, before that of the Nation 
where he is born and lives 9 yet, from coniidbr- 
ing the Dangers of Innovation, the Corruptions 
of Mankind, and the frequent Impoflibility of 
reducing Ideas to Pra&ice, he may join hear- 
tily in preferving the prefent Order of Tilings, 
and be a true Friend to the Government already 
fettled. So in Religion 9 a Man may, perhaps, 
have little or none of it at Heart 9 yet if he 
conceals his Opinions, if he endeavours to make 
no Prolelytes, advances no impious Tenets in 
Writing or Difcoiftfe ; if, according to the 
common Atheiftieal Notion, he believos Re- 
ligion to be only a Connivance of Politicians 
for keeping the Vulgar in Awe, and that the 
prefent Model is better adjufted than any other, 
to lb uleful an End ; although the Condition 
of Rich a Man, as to his own future State, be 
very deplorable 9 yet Providence, which often 
works Good out of Evil, can make even liich^ 
a Man an Inflrumentfor contributing towards 
the Preservation of the Church. 

On the other Side 9 I take a State to be‘ 
truly in Danger, both as to its Religion and' 
Government, when a Set of ambitious Poli- 
ticians, bred up in a Hatred to the Conftitution, 

* Yoj,. XI. an<4 
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and a Contempt for all Religion, are forced 
upon exerting thele Qualities in order to keep 
or increale their Power, by widening their 
Bottom, and taking in (like Mahomet) fome 
Principles from every Party, that is in any 
Way dilcontented at the prefent Faith and Set- 
tlement j which was manifeftly our Cafe* Upon 
this Occafion, I remember to have alked fome 
tonfiderable Whigs, Whether it did not bring 
a Difreputation upon their Body, to have the 
whole Herd of Prelbyterians, Independents, 
Atheifts, Anabaptifts, Deifts, Quakers, and 
Socinians , openly and univerfally lifted under 
their Banners ? They anfwered, That all this 
was abfolotely neceflary, in order to make a 
Ballance againft the Tories ; and all little 
enough : For, indeed, it was as much as they 
could poflibly do, although a {lifted with the 
abfolute Power ofdifpoling every Employment; 
while the Bulk of the Englifi Gentry kept firm 
to theiF old Principles in Church and State. 

But, notwithftanding whatever I have hither- 
to faid, 1 I am informed, feveral among the 
Whigs continue ftill lo refta&ory, that they 
will hardly allow the Heads ol their Party to 
have entertained any Defigns of ruining the 
v Conftitution ; or that they would have endea- 
voured it, if they had continued in Power. I 
beg their Pardon, if I have dil'covered a Secret-; 
but who could imagine they ever intended it 
' (hould be one, after thofe O-vert A£ls, with 
which they thought fit to conclude their farce? 
But, perhaps, they mvo find it convenient to 
V T * > deny 
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deny vigoroufly, that the Quedion may remain. 
Why ‘was the old Miniftry changed? Which 
they urge on, without ceafing, as if no Occaiion 
in the lead had been given ; but that all were 
owing to the fnfinuations of crafty Men, prac- 
tifing upon the Weaknefeof an eafy Prince. I 
lhall therefore offer, among an hundred, one 
Reafon for this Change, which, I think, would 
juftify any Monarch who ever reigned, for the 
like Proceeding. 

, . It is notorious enough how highly Princes 
have been blamed in the Hidoi ies of all Coun- 
tries, particularly of our own, upon the Ac- 
count of their Minions ; who have been ever 
judly odious to the People, for their Infolence 
and Avarice, and engr offing the Favours of 
their Maders. Whoever hath been the lead 
converfant in the Englijb Story, cannot but 
have heaid of Gavejlon , the Spencers , and fome 
others j who, by the Excels and Abufe of their 
Power, cod the Princes they ferved, or rather 
governed, their Crowns and Lives- However, 
in the Cafe of Minions , it mud at lead be ac- 
knowledged, that the Prince is pleafed and 
happy, although his Subjects be aggrieved $ 
and he has the Plea of Friend fhip to excufe 
him, which is a Difpofition of generous Minds. 
Reiides, a wife Minion , although he be haugh- 
ty 'to others, is humble and inlinuating to his 
Matter, and cultivates his Favour by Obe- 
dience and Refpeft. But our Misfortune hath 
been a great deal worfe ; we have differed for 
ibinc Years under the Oppreffion, the Avarice, 
■ f - Q,z and 
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and Infolence of thofe, for whom the Queejj 
had neither Efteem nor Friendfhip 5 who rather 
feemed to fnatch their own Dues, than receive 
the Favour of their Sovereign $ and were fb 
far from returning Refpeft, that they forgot 
common good Maimers. They impofed on 
their Prince, by urging the Neceflity of Affairs 
of their own creating : They firft railed Diffi- 
culties, and then offered them as Arguments to 
keep thcmfelves in Power. They united 
themfelves, againft Nature and Principle, to a 
Party they had always abhorred, and which 
was now content to come in upon any Terms, 
leaving them and their Creatures in full Poflef- 
fion of the Court. Then they urged the formi- 
dable Strength of that Party, and the Dangers 
Which muft follow by difobliging it. So that 
it feeins ahnoft a Miracle, how a Princefs, 
thus befieged on all Sides, could alone have 
Courage and Prudence enough to extricate her- 
felf. - — ' * 

And, indeed, there is a Point of Hiftory re- 
lating to this Matter, which well deferveth to 
be confidered. When her Majefty came to the 
Crown, (he took into Favour and Employ- 
ment feveral Perfcms who were efteemed the 
belt Friends of the old Conftitution ; among 
whom none were reckoned farther gone in the 
High -church Principles (as they are ufually 
called) than two or three who had, at that 
Time, 'moft Credit \ and ever fince, until 
within thefe few Months, poffeffed all Power 
at Court. So that the firft Umbrage given to 

the 
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the Whigs, and the Pretences for clamouring 
againft France and the Pretender , were derived 
from them. And, I believe, nothing appeared 
then more unlikely, than that fuch different 
•Opinions fhould ever incorporate j that Party 
having, upon former Occafions, treated thole 
very Perlons with Enmity enough. But fome 
Lords, then about Court, and in the Queen’s 
good Graces, not able to endure thofe growing 
Impofitions upon die Prince and People, pre- 
lumed to interpofe ; and were consequently 
foon removed and difgraced. However, when 
a moft exorbitant Grant was propofed, ante- 
cedent to any vifible Merit, it inifcarried in 
Parliament, for want of being Seconded by thole 
who had moft Credit in the HouSe j and, who 
having always oppofed the like Exceftes in a 
former Reign, thought it their Duty to do fo 
ilill, to fliew the World, that the Diflike was 
not againft PerSons, but Things. But this 
was to croSs the Oligarchy , in the tendereft 
Point $ a Point which outweighed all Consi- 
derations of Duty and Gratitude to their Prince, 
or Regard to the Conftitution : And, therefore, 
after having in Several private Meetings con- 
certed Meafures with their old Enemies, and 
granted as well as received Conditions j they 
began to change their Style and their Counte- 
nance, and to put it as a Maxim in the Mouths 
of their Emiffaries, That, England mujl be fayed 
by Whigs. This unnatural League was after- 
wards cultivated by another Incident, I mean the 
Aft of Security, and the Confequences of it, which 

Q 3 every 
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every bodv knows ; when (toufe the Words of 
my Correipandent *) the Sovereign Authority 
was parcelled out among the FaSiion , and made 
the Pur chafe of Indemnity for an offending Mi- 
infter. Thus* the Union of the two King- 
<{oms improved that between die Miniftry and 
the Junto, which was afterwards cemented by 
their mutual Danger in that Storm they io nar- 
rowly efcaped about three Years ago; but, 
however, was not quite perfected till Prince 
George's Death ; and then they went lovingly 
on together, both iatisfied with their feverai 
Shares, at full Liberty to gratify their predo- 
minant Inclinations ; the firil their Avarice and 
Ambition ; the other.- their Models of Innova- 
tion in Church and State. 

Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive that 
baffled Queltion, Why was the late Minijhry 
changed? may receive the following Anfwer : 
That it was become neceflary,by the In faience 
and Avarice of fome about the Queen, who, 
in order to perpetuate their Tyranny, had made 
a monitrotts Alliance with thoie who profefs 
Principles deflrucftive to our Religion and Go- 
vernment. If this will not luftice ; kt him make 
an AbflratY of all the Abides I have mentioned 
in my former Papers, and view them together ; 
after which, if he ftill remain unfatisfied, let 
him fulpend his Opinion a few Weeks longer. 
Although, after all, I think the Queftion as 
trifling as that of the Papifts, when they afk us, 

- * - ' p 
* Letter to the Examiner. 

Where 
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Where ^ivas our Religion before Luther ? And, 
indeed, theMinilfry was changed for the fame 
Keaions that Religion was reformed j becaul'e 
a thoui'and Corruptions had crept into the Dif~ 
upline and DoElrtne of the State , by the Pride, 
the Avarice, the Fraud, and the Ainbition of 
thofe <z vbo adminijiered to us in fecular Affairs. 

I heard my felt cenfured the other Day in a 
Coffee -houfe, for leeming to glance, in the 
Letter to Crcffus , a gain If a great Man, who 
is hill in Employment, and likely to continue 
fo. What if I had really intended that fuch 
an Application Ihould be given tit ? I cannot 
perceive how I could be julfly blamed for fo 
gentle a Reproof. If I law a handfome young 
Fellow, going to a Ball at Court, with a great 
Smut upon his Face, could he take it ill in me 
to point out the Place, and delire him, with 
abundance of good Words, to pull out his 
Handkerchief and wipe it off $ or bring him to 
a Giafs, where he might plainly fee it with his 
own Eyes ? Doth any Man think I lhall fuffer 
my Pen to inveigh againft Vices, only becaufe 
they are charged upon Perfons who are no longer 
in Power ? Every body knows, that certain 
Vices are more or lefs pernicious, according to 
the Stations of thofe who pofl'efs them. For Ex- 
amble, Lewdnels and Intemperance are not of 
fo bad Confluences in a Town Rake, as in a 
Divine $ Cowardice in a Lawyer is more fnp- 
portable than in an Officer of the Army, if 
llhouldlind Fault with an Admiral, becaufe 

he 
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be wanted Pol'itcncfs ; or an Alderman, for not 
tinderftanding Greeks that, indeed, would be 
to go out of the Way for an Occafion of quar- 
relling. Butexceffive Avarice in a General is, 
I think, .the greateft Defeft he can be liable to, 
next to thole of Courage and C©ndu£l, and 
may be attended with the moll ruinous Confe- 
quences, as it was in Crajfus t who to that Vice 
alone owed the Dellru&ion of himfelf and his 
Armv. It is the fame thing in praifing Men's 
Excellencies; which are more or lefs valuable 
as the Perlon you commend hath occafion to em- 
ploy them. «AMan, may, perhaps, mean ho- 
neftly ; yet, if he be not able to fpell, hefhall 
never have my Vote to be a Secretary. Ano- 
ther may have Wit and Learning in a Poll 
where Honefty, with plain common Senfe, are 
of much more Ufe. You may praile a Soldi- 
er for his Skill at Chefs , becaufe it is faid to be 
a Military Game, and the Emblem of draw- 
ing up an Army 5 but this, to a Treafurer, 
would be no more a Compliment, than if you 
called him a Gantefer , or, a Jockey. 

, \ 1 . • » • 

P.S. I have received a Letter, relating to 
Mr. Greenfields. The Perlon that lent 
it may know, that I will fay fomething to 
It in the next Paper. 

. i V ' ' ' . • • ' * 

- ? «- * . > 
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No. xxx. 7 hurfday y March x, 1710. 

Sutler enim damns tam Jfabilis , qua tam firma ci - 
«z/rr«x ejiy qua non odiis atque dijjidiis J'undittu 
poffit euerti ? 

r- * 1 * ► 

I F wc examine what Societies of Men are in 
clofeft Union among themfelves, we fhall 
find them either to be thofe who are engaged 
in fomeevil Defign, or who labour under one 
common Misfortune. Thus the Troops of 
Banditti in feveral Countries abroad, the Knots 
of Highwaymen in our own Nation, the feveral 
Tribes of Sharpers , c Tbie c ves- ) and Pick-pockets , 
with many others, are fo firmly knit together, 
that nothing is more difficult than to break or 
diffolve their feveral Gangs: So likewife, thofe 
who are Fellow- Sufferers under any Misfor- 
tune, whether it be in Reality or Opinion, are 
ufually contratted into a very ftrift Union $ as 
we may obferve in the Papijis throughout this 
Kingdom, under thofe real Difficulties which 
are juftly put on them $ and in the feveral 
Schifms of Prejbyterians , and other Sefts, un- 
der that grievous Perfecution of the modern 
Kind, called Want of Power, . And the Rea- 
fon why fuch Confederacies are kept fo facred 
and inviolable, is very plain ; becaufe in each 
of thofe Cafes I have mentioned, the whole Bo- 
dy is moved by one Spirit, in Purfuit of one 

general 



Digitized by Google 



178 EXAMINER. No. xxx. 
general End, and the Interell of Individuals is 
not croffcd by each other, or by the whole. 

Now both tlvel'e Motives are joined to unite 
the High -flying Whigs at prefent : They have 
been always engaged in an e-vil Dtflgn, and of 
late they are falter rivetted by that terrible Ca- 
lamity, the Lois of Pow er. So that whatever 
Dcfigns a mifehievous Crew of dark Confede- 
rates may poffibly entertain, who will flop at no 
Means to compal's them, may be juftly appre- 
hended from thefe. 

On the other Side, thofe who wilh well to 
the Publick, and would gladly contribute to its 
Service, arc apt to differ in their Opinions a- 
bout the Methods of promoting it } and when 
their Party fipurilhes, are fometimes envious at 
thofe in Power j ready to over-value their own 
Merit, and be impatient until it be rewarded by 
the Meafure they have preferibed for them- 
.felves. There is a farther Topick. of Conten- 
tion, which a ruling Party is apt to fall into in 
relation to Retrofpe&ions , and Enquiry into pal): 
Mi ('carriages} wherein fotne are thought too 
warm and zealous, others too cool and remits } 

; while, in the mean time, thefe Divifions are 
induftrioufly fomented by the difearded Faction } 
which, although it be an old Pra&ice, hath been 
much improved in the, Schools of the Jcfuits , 
who, when they defpaired ol perverting this 
Nation to Popery , by Arguments or Plots a- 
gainlt the State, lent their Emiffaries to fubdi- 
vide us into S chi fms. And this Expedient is 
„ now with great Propriety taken up by our Men 
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of xncenfed Moderation ; becaufe they fuppofe ' 
themfelves able to attack the ftrongeft of our 
Subdivilions, am! to fubdue us one after ano- 
ther. Nothing better refembles this Proceed- 
ing, than that famous Combat between the Ho- 
ratii and Curiatii ; where two of the former be* 
ing killed, the third, who remained entire and 
untouched, was able to kill his three wounded 
Adverfaries, after he had divided them' by a 
Stratagem. I well know with how tender 2 
Hand all this fhould be touched ; yet, at the 
fame time, I think it my Duty to warn the 
Friends, as well as expofe the Enemies of the 
Publick Weal ; and to begin preaching up Uni- 
on upon the firft Sufpicion that any Steps are 
made to difhirb it. 

But the two chief Subjefts of Difcontent 
which, upon moft great Changes in the Ma- 
nagement of publick Affairs, are apt to breed 
Differences among thofe who are in Pofleflion, 
are what 1 have juft now mentioned ; a Defire 
of punifhing the Corruption of former Mana- 
gers 5 and the rewarding Merit among thofe 
who have been any way inftrumental or con- 
fenting to the Change. The firft of thefe is a 
Point fo nice, that I fhall purpofely wave it. 
But the latter I take to fall properly within my 
Diftrift. - By Merit ! hereatnderftand that Va- 
lue which every Man puts upon his own Deferv- 
ings from the Publick. » And, I believe, there 
could not be a more difficult Employment found 
out, than that of P dymafler-Geneval to this Sort 
of Merit v or -a mere noify, crowded Place, 

• 1 than 
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\han a Court of Judicature , ere&ed to fettle and 
adjuft every Man's Claim upon that Article.. 
I imagine, if this had fallen into the Fancy of 
the ancient Poets, they would have dreffed it 
up, after their Manner, into an agreeable Fic- 
tion ; and given us a Genealogy and Defcrip- 
tjon of Merit, perhaps not very different from 
that which follows ; . > 

*.»•, » * '• ' # . * .. * * H . v A f' 

A Poetical Genealogy and Defer iption of Merit. 

- * ,.t , 4 . 

“ THAT true Merit was the Son of Virtue 
and Honour ; but that there was likewife a 
“ fpurious Child who ufurped the Name, and 
whofe Parents were Vanity and Impudence . 
That at a Diftance, there was a great Re- 
“ femblance between them, and they were of- 
ten miftaken for each other. That the Ba- 
“ Jlard IJfue had a loud /brill Voice , which was 
“ perpetually employed in Cravings and Com- 
* * plaints ; while the other never fpoke louder 
** than a IVhifper , and was often fo balhful, that 
** he could not fpeak at all. That in all great 
“ Affemblies the falfe Merit would Hep before 
the true y and Hand juft in his Way j was 
“ cpnftantly at Court, or great Men’s Levees, 
“ orwhilpering in fome Minifter's Ear. That 
the more you fed him, the more hungry and 
t( importunate he grew. That he often paf- 
(( .fed for the true Son of Virtue and Honour , 
fi and the genuine for an Importer* That he 
was born diftorted and a Dwarf, but by 
Fere? of Art appeared of a handforae Shape, 

“ and 
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“ and taller than the ufual Size; and that none 
“ but thofe who were wife and good, as well 
“ as vigilant, could difcover his Littlenefs cr 
“ Deformity. That the true Merit had been 
“ oiten forced to the Indignity of applying ro 
“ the falfe for his. Credit with thofe in Power, 
“ aiul to k 5*ep hrmleif from Ifarving. That 
Met it hJed the doit- chambers with a 

Crew of his Dependants and Creatures, luch 
“ as Projectors, Schematics, Occafional Converts 
“ to a Party, prcfitute Flatterers , / larvelk 
“ Writers, Buffoons, fballovj Politicians, empty 
u Orators , and the like ; who all owned him 
“ for their Pafi-on, and grew difcontented if 
“ they were net immediately fed.” 

This metaphorical Defcription of falfe Merit, 
i S I doubt, calculated for mod Countries in 
Ciuiftemtom j and as to our own, I believe it 
may be faid, with a lufficient Referve of Cha- 
rity, that we are fully*able. to ‘reward every 
Man among us according to his real Dlferv- 
mgs. And, I think, I may add, without Suf- 
picion of Flattery, that never any Prince had a 
Minidry with a better Judgment to diftinguifh 
between falfe and real Merit , than that which 
l? now at the Helm j or whole Inclination, a* 
well as Interelt, it is to encourage the latter. 
And it ought to be obierved, that thofe great 
;uid excellent Pei fons we fee at tlie Head of* Af- 
fairs, are of the — 's oivn ferfonal , volun- 
tary Choice \ r.o; .-forced upon her by any in- 
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folent , Grver-grtrwn Favourite, or by the pre- 
tended Neceftity of complying with an unruly 
Fd3ion. 

Yet thefe are the Perfons whom thofe Scan- 
dals to the Prefs, in their daily Pamphlets and 
Papers, openly revile at fo ignominous a Rate, 
as, I believe, was never tolerated before, under 
any Government; For iurely no lawful Pow- 
er derived from a Prince, fhould be lb far af- 
fronted, as to leave thofe who are in Authori- 
ty expofed to every fcurrilotis Libeller: be- 
caufe in this Point, I make a mighty Difference 
between thofe who are in and thole who axe out 
of Power; not upon any Regard to their Per- 
fons, hut the Stations they are placed in Tjy 
their Sovereign. And if my Diftin<5lion be 
right, I think I might appeal to any Man, 
whether, if a Stranger were to read the Invec- 
tives which are daily publilhed againft the pre- 
l’ent Miniftry, and the outrageous Fury of th? 
Authors againft me for' penfuring the laft ; he 
would not conclude' the Whigs to be at this 
Tin e in full Poffeffion of Power and Favour, 
and the Tories entirely at Mercy. But all this 
now ceafes to be a Wondter, lince the Q^-t- 
heritlf is no longer fpared ; witnefsthe Libel 
publilhed form* Days ago, under the Title of 
A Letter to Sir J---b B— k$, where the Reflec- 
tions upon her 'fadred Majcfty are r much more 
plain and direft than ever the Examiner thought 
fit topublilh againlt the moif obnoxious Perfons 

in a -M ry, dilcarded for endeavouring 

the Ruin of their Fringe and Country. Cofar , 

indeed 
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indeed, threatened to hang the Pirates for pre- 
fuming to difturb him, while he was their Pri- 
foner aboard their Ship. But it was Cafar who 
did fo, and he did it to a Crew of publick Rob- 
bers 5 and it became the Greatnefs of his Spirit, 
for he lived to execute what he had threatened. 
Had they been in his Power, and / fent fuch a 
Meflage, it could be imputed to nothing but 
the Extremes of Impudence, Folly, or Mad- 
nefs. 

I had a Letter lad Week, relatingpto Mr. 
Greenjhields, an Epifcopal Clergyman of Scot- 
land, and the Writer ieeins to be a Gentleman 
of that Part of Britain. I remember, formerly 
to have read a printed Account of Mr. Grcen- 
Jhields's Cafe, who has been profecured and 
filenced for ho other Reafon befides reading Di- 
vine Service after the Manner of the Church of 
England , to his own Congregation, who defir- 
ed it ; though, as the Gentleman who writes to 
me fays, there is no Law in Scotland againft 
thofe Meetings ; and he adds, that the Sentence 
pronounced again ft Mr. Greenfbields will foon 
be affirmed , if fome Care be not taken to prevent 
it. I am altogether uninformed in the Particu- 
lars of this Cafe, and, befides, to treat it juftly, 
would not Come within die compafs of my Pa- 
per ; therefore I could wifh the Gentleman 
would undertake it in a Difcourfe by itfclf ; and 
I fhould be glad he would inform the Publick 
in one Fa£t, Whether Epifcopal Aflemblies 
are freely allowed in Scotland ? ’Tis notorious, 
that abundance of their Clergy fled from thence 
R x fome 



